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Abstract 
 

A probability distribution can be characterized through various methods. This paper discusses a 

new characterization of skew normal distribution by truncated moment. It is hoped that the 

findings of the paper will be useful for researchers in different fields of applied sciences. 
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1. Introduction 
 

Before a particular probability distribution model is applied to fit the real world data, it is 

necessary to confirm whether the given probability distribution satisfies the underlying 

requirements by its characterization. Thus, characterization of a probability distribution plays an 
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important role in probability and statistics. A probability distribution can be characterized 

through various methods (see, for example, Ahsanullah et al. (2014) among others). In recent 

years, there has been a great deal of interest in the characterization of probability distributions by 

truncated moments. For example, the development of the general theory of the characterization 

of probability distributions by truncated moment began with the work of Galambos and Kotz 

 1978 . Further development in this area continued with the contributions of many other authors 

and researchers, among them Kotz and Shanbhag  1980 , Glänzel   1990,1987 , and Glänzel et 

al.  1984 , are notable. However, most of these characterizations are based on a simple 

relationship between two different moments truncated from the left at the same point.  

 

Many authors have also studied characterizations of the skew normal distribution (SND). For 

example, Gupta et al. (2004) studied the characterization results for the skew normal distribution 

based on quadratic statistics. For detailed derivations of these results the interested readers are 

referred to Gupta et al. (2004), and references therein. See also Arnold and Lin (2004), where the 

authors have shown that the skew normal distributions and their limits are exactly the 

distributions of order statistics of bivariate normally distributed variables. Further, using 

generalized skew normal distributions, Arnold and Lin (2004) have been able to characterize the 

distributions of random variables whose squares obey the chi square distribution with one degree 

of freedom. For more on characterizations, we refer the interested readers to Ahsanullah et al. 

(2014), among others. 

 

It appears from the literature that no attention has been paid to the characterizations of the skew 

normal distribution using truncated moment. As pointed out by Glänzel (1987), these 

characterizations may also serve as a basis for parameter estimation. 

   

In this paper, we present a new characterization of the skew normal distribution using the 

truncated moment by considering a product of reverse hazard rate and another function of the 

truncated point. 
 

The organization of this paper is as follows. Section 2 discusses the skew normal distribution 

(SND) and some of its properties. In Section 3, characterization of the skew normal distribution 

by truncated moment is presented. The concluding remarks are provided in Section 4. 

 

 

2.  Distributional Properties of a Skew Normal Distribution  
 

This section discusses the skew normal distribution (SND) and some of its distributional 

properties.  

 

Definition:  

 

A continuous random variable X  is said to have a skew normal distribution with parameters 

  ,, , denoted by   ,,~ 2SNY , if its probability density function and cumulative 

distribution function are, respectively, given by 
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where  x , 0 ,   and   , are to be referred as the location, scale 

and shape parameters, respectively;  u and  u  denote the probability density function and 

cumulative distribution function of the standard normal distribution, respectively; and  ,uT  

denotes Owen’s (1956)  T function as given by 
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In particular, if in the above definitions ,1,0  
 

then we have a standard skew normal 

distribution, denoted by   SNX ~ , with probability density function as given by 

 

      ,,2;  xxxxfX                                                                              (2.3) 
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denote the probability density function and cumulative distribution function of the standard 

normal distribution, respectively. The continuous random variable X  is said to have a skew 

normal distribution since the family of distributions it represents includes the standard  1,0N  

distribution as a special case, but in general with members having skewed density. This is also 

evident from the fact that 2

1

2
~ X  (Chi-square distribution with one degree of freedom) for all 

values of the parameter . As pointed out by Azzalini (1985), the skew normal density function 

 ;xfX  has the following characteristics: 
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a)      1,00 NSN  . 

 

b)   If   SNX ~ , then    SNX ~ . 

 

c)   If  , and  1,0~ NZ , then    1,0~ HNZSN  , that is,  SN  tends to 

the half-normal distribution. 

 

d)   If   SNX ~ , then 2

1

2
~ X . 

e)  The MGF of X  is given by      ttetM

t

,2 2

2

 , where 
21 





 . 

 

f)   It is easy to see that  


















2
XE , and  






22
XVar . 

 

g)   The characteristic function of X  is given by      
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h)   By introducing the following linear transformation    XY  , that is, 
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where 0,0   , we obtain the skew normal distribution with the probability density function  

given by (2.1). Some characteristic values of the random variable Y are as follows: 
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Note: The skewness is limited in the interval  1,1 . 

 

Kurtosis:  
  
  2

4

2 32



XVar

XE
  2

2
4 )

2
1()/2)(3(2 




 . 

                         

.)(2 2

22

teMGF

t
t









 

 

The shape of the skew normal probability density function given by (2.1) depends on the values 

of the parameter  . For some values of the parameters   ,, , the shapes of the pdf of SN(λ)  

(2.1)  are provided in Figures 1 and 2 below.  

 

 
Figure 1: Plot of the pdf of SN(λ)  for 5,1,0    

 
 

      Figure 2: Plot of the pdf  of SN(λ)  for 10,3,1         

 

The skew normal distribution represents a parametric class of probability distributions, reflecting 

varying degrees of skewness, which includes the standard normal distribution as a special case. 

The term skew normal distribution (SND) was introduced by Azzalini (1985, 1986), who gave a 



AAM: Intern. J., Vol. 9, Issue 1 (June 2014)                                                                                                                33                                                                                                              

          

   

systematic treatment of this distribution. The skewness parameter involved in this class makes it 

possible for probabilistic modeling of the data obtained from skewed population. The skew 

normal distributions are also useful in the study of the robustness and as priors in Bayesian 

analysis of the data. For recent developments on the skew normal distribution, the interested 

readers are referred to Pewsey (2000), Gupta et al. (2002), Nadarajah & Kotz (2003), Dalla Valle 

(2004), Genton (2004), Gupta & Gupta (2004),  Azzalini (2006), Nadarajah & Kotz (2006), 

Chakraborty and Hazarika (2011), Azzalini and Regoli (2012), and very recently Ahsanullah et 

al. (2014) among others.  

 

3.   A New Characterization of the Skew Normal Distribution 
 

In what follows, we will present a new characterization of the skew normal distribution in a 

different direction. We shall do this by using truncated moment. For this, we need the following 

assumptions and Lemma (Lemma 3.1). 

 

Let the random variable X be a random variable having absolutely continuous (with respect to 

Lebesgue measure) cumulative distribution function (cdf) F(x) and the probability density 

function (pdf) f(x). We assume  = inf{x|F(x) > 0} and }.1)(|sup{  xFx We define 
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Lemma 3.1.  

 

Suppose that  X has an absolutely continuous  (with respect to Lebesgue measure) cdf  F(x),with 

corresponding pdf f(x) and E(X|X <  x) exists for all real x ).,(  Then                      
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Proof:  
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We now have the following characterization theorem (Theorem 3.1).    

 

A Characterization Theorem 

 

Theorem 3.1: 

 

Suppose that X has an absolutely continuous (with respect to Lebesgue measure) cdf F(x), pdf 

f(x), and E(X|X < x) exists for all x in (α, β). We assume  ,  , and  XE  and )(/ xf  

exist for all ),( x . Then,  

 

E(X|X < x) =g(x) )(x , 

 

where 
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On integrating the above equation, we have 
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This completes the proof of Theorem3.1. 

 

4.   Concluding Remarks 

 
As pointed out above, before a particular probability distribution model is applied to fit the real 

world data, it is necessary to confirm whether the given probability distribution satisfies the 

underlying requirements by its characterization. Thus, characterization of a probability 

distribution plays an important role in probability and statistics. A probability distribution can be 

characterized through various methods. This paper considers a new characterization of the skew 

normal distribution using truncated moment by considering a product of reverse hazard rate and 

another function of the truncated point. In this regard, some distributional properties of the skew 
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normal distribution are also provided. We believe that the findings of this paper would be useful for 

the practitioners in various fields of studies and further enhancement of research in distribution 

theory, and its applications. 

 

 

Acknowledgment 
 

The authors would like to thank the editor and five anonymous reviewers for helpful suggestions 

which improved the presentation of the paper. 

 

 

References 
 
Ahsanullah, M., Kibria, B. M. G. and Shakil, M. (2014). Normal and Student´s t Distributions and 

Their Applications, Atlantis Press, Paris, France. 

Arnold, B. C. and Lin, G. D. (2004). Characterizations of the skew-normal and generalized chi 

distributions, Sankhyā 66, 4, 593–606. 

Azzalini, A. (1985). A class of distributions which includes the normal ones, Scand. J. Statist. 

12, 171-178  

Azzalini, A. (1986). Further results on a class of distributions which includes the normal ones, 

Statistica 46, 199-208 

Azzalini, A. (2006), Atti della XLIII Riunione della SocietÃ Italiana di Statistica, volume 

Riunioni plenarie e specializzate, pp.51-64. 

Azzalini, A. and Regoli, G. (2012). Some properties of skew-symmetric distributions, Annals of 

the Institute of Statistical Mathematics 64, 857-879.  

Chakraborty, S. and Hazarika, P. J. (2011). A Survey on the Theoretical Developments in 

Univariate Skew Normal Distributions, Assam Statistical Review, 25, 1, 41 – 63. 

  

Dalla Valle, A. (2004), "The skew-normal distribution," in Skew-Elliptical Distributions and 

Their Applications: A Journey Beyond Normality, Genton, M. G., Ed., Chapman & Hall / 

CRC, Boca Raton, FL, pp. 3-24. 

Genton, M. G., Ed. (2004). Skew-elliptical distributions and their applications: a journey beyond 

normality, Chapman & Hall/CRC, Boca Raton, FL. 

Galambos, J. and Kotz, S. (1978). Characterizations of probability distributions. A unified 

approach with an emphasis on exponential and related models, Lecture Notes in 

Mathematics, 675, Springer, Berlin. 

Glänzel, W. (1987). A characterization theorem based on truncated moments and its application 

to some distribution families, Mathematical Statistics and Probability Theory (Bad 

Tatzmannsdorf, 1986), Vol. B, Reidel, Dordrecht, .8475   

Glänzel, W.  .1990  Some consequences of a characterization theorem based on truncated 

moments, Statistics, 21,  .618613   

Glänzel, W., Telcs, A. and Schubert, A.  .1984  Characterization by truncated moments and its 

application to Pearson-type distributions, Z. Wahrsch. Verw. Gebiete, 66, .183173   

Gupta, R. C.  and  Gupta, R. D. (2004). Generalized skew normal model, Test, 13(2), 501-524. 

http://azzalini.stat.unipd.it/SN/azzalini-sis2006.ps
http://azzalini.stat.unipd.it/SN/skew-prop-aism.pdf
http://www.ism.ac.jp/editsec/aism/index.html
http://www.ism.ac.jp/editsec/aism/index.html


38                                                                                                                                                              M. Shakil et al. 

                                                                                           

Gupta, A. K., Chang, F. C. and Huang, W. J. (2002). Some skew-symmetric models, Random 

Operators Stochastic Equations 10, 133–140. 

Gupta, A. K., Nguyen, T. T. and Sanqui, J. A. T. (2004). Characterization of the skew-normal 

distribution, Annals of the Institute of Statistical Mathematics, 56(2), 351-360. 

Kotz, S. and Shanbhag, D.N. (1980). Some new approaches to probability distributions, 

Advances in Applied Probability, 12, 903-921 

Nadarajah, S. and Kotz, S. (2003). Skewed distributions generated by the normal kernel, 

Statistics and  Probability Letters 65, 3, 269–277. 

Nadarajah, S. and  Kotz, S. (2006). Skew distributions generated from different families, Acta 

Applicandae Mathematica, 91(1), 1-37. 

Owen, D. B. (1956). Tables for computing bivariate normal probabilities, The Annals of 

Mathematical Statistics, 27(4), 1075-1090. 

Pewsey, A. (2000). Problems of inference for Azzalini's skewnormal distribution, Journal of 

Applied Statistics 27, 7, 859-870. (DOI: 10.1080/02664760050120542). 

 

 

 

http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167715203002712
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0167715203002712
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01677152
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/journal/01677152/65/3
http://www.tandfonline.com/action/doSearch?action=runSearch&type=advanced&searchType=journal&result=true&prevSearch=%2Bauthorsfield%3A%28Pewsey%2C+Arthur%29
http://www.tandfonline.com/loi/cjas20?open=27#vol_27
http://www.tandfonline.com/toc/cjas20/27/7

