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Northwest Houston Center 
Scholarship Awardee 

Eric Pearson 

The Northwest Houston Center  is pleased to 
introduce one of the first  scholarships awardees, 
Mr. Eric Pearson. 

Mr. Pearson was born in Saigon, Vietnam while 
his father served as a soldier in the army.  

Below are excerpts from an interview conducted 
by  Clarence Wolfe, former  Northwest Houston 
Center  Web Technology Specialist and Mr. Eric 
Pearson:  

Wolfe: Why did you choose Prairie View A&M 
University? 

Pearson: I wanted to be a part of a great tradi-
tion, and experience higher learning at a HBCU. 

Wolfe: Graduate school with a family must be 
challenging.  What helps you through? 

Pearson: Going through a graduate  program has 
definitely been a challenge.  I credit the fact that 
I have a very strong support system, which     

includes my GOD, my wife and my daughter. 

Wolfe: What does earning this degree mean to 
you? 

Pearson: Earning my Master’s Degree from 
PVAMU would mean a great deal to me.   

As a  father, I want to show my daughter that 
anything is possible with a little hard work and 
determination, and to never give up on your 
dreams. 

 

Mr. Pearson was one of ten students attending 
the NWHC exclusively who received            
scholarships beginning the Spring term.   An 
informational session was held July 16, 2011, 
where students were provided the details  of the 
scholarship and given an opportunity to apply.    

(continued on page 10) 
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Homecoming is a time for celebrating pride for one's   
alma mater, it is a welcoming of the old and an              
opportunity to motivate the new.   
 
Homecoming  is an exciting weeklong tradition that     
generates enthusiasm among faculty, staff, students,    
alumni, and community members alike. 
 
Homecoming  provides an opportunities for students, 
alumni, friends and supporters to get involved in Prairie 
View A&M University activities.    
 
The Northwest Houston Center hosted the first  
Annual Homecoming Celebration,  November 14 to  
November 17, 2011.    
 

It is said “a picture is better than a thousand 
words”.   The pictures included demonstrates the   
variety of events, the festive atmosphere and the fun 
that was had by all.   
 
Thanks to everyone that assisted in making the 
events successful. 
 
We hope to do it again next year. 

Pictured top:  Student holds his Prairie View A&M 
University shirt up with pride. 
 
Pictured middle:  PVAMU’s own radio station, 
KPVU provided entertainment and gave away free  
CDs. 
 
Pictured left:  Dr. Michael McFrazier, Vice Provost 
and Dean of Northwest Houston Center, Corliss 
Booker, NWHC Computer Technician, and Tiffany 
Allen, NWHC Information Specialist, show           
appreciation of the music through dance. 
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Northwest Houston Center’s 1st Homecoming Celebration 
Pictured left:   
Students purchase t-shirts and other related items from the 
vendors who reserved a spot for the celebration.  
 
 
Pictured middle:  Students browse the vendor table 
which included copies of the  “ Down That Road” the 
commemorative limited edition book about Prairie 
View’s history written by Mayor Frank Jackson and 
Dr. Michael Nojeim. 
 
 
Pictured bottom:  Copy of the  NWHC Homecoming 
calendar. 
 
 

The NWHC Homecoming events included a Chili– Kick 
Off, Purple and Gold Day, Greek-Student Organizations 
Day, presentations on the history of Prairie View A&M 
University, a history exhibit, a book discussion by local 
authors, vendors, free food, music and activities for all 
ages.   
 
In addition students showed their support of local charities 
and donated to the Houston Food Drive and supported the  
NWHC library’s  book sale.   
 
Over 300 students were involved in the celebration along 
with faculty, alumni and community residences.   
 
 



 

Northwest Houston Center’s 1st Homecoming Celebration 
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Pictured above: Dr. Michael McFrazier and Clarence Wolfe     
bestows upon Dr. Michael Nojeim a certificate of appreciation for 
his presentation and introduction of  “Down That Road”,          
chronicling the history of  Prairie View. 
Pictured right: Phyllis Earles received a certificate of appreciation  
for her presentation. 
Pictured bottom:  Attendance at the book discussion and presentation by Mayor Frank Jackson and Dr. Nojeim. 
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Northwest Houston Center’s 1st Homecoming Celebration 
Pictured left:  Corliss Booker adjust the 
computer for the interactive library exhibit 
created by the Distance Services          
Librarian, Elizabeth Jean Brumfield 
and  University Archivist  and Head of      
Special Collections, Phyllis Earles.  The 
exhibit included a poster of famous 
PVAMU alumni and pictures from the  
Archives Department. 

Pictured below:  Dr. Joahanne Thomas-Smith  reads the schedule from the first annual Homecoming celebration, taken from 
the PVAMU Archives Department for the exhibit.   
 
Included in the exhibit was a photo of Percy E. Sutton, a 
PVAMU   alumni and one of the Tuskegee Airmen.  His  flying 
detail  contained maneuvers over the Italian and  Mediterranean 
theaters of  operation that earned him combat stars as an         
intelligence  officer with the 332nd Fighter Group's black 99th 
Pursuit Squadron.   
 
The  movie  
Red Tails 
was based 
on the          
experiences 
of the  
332nd    
airmen.  

Pictured right:  The interactive exhibit included 
links to websites with recording of the PVAMU     
Co-eds an all  women’s band famous in the 1940s, a 
new movie “Girls in the Band” includes               
photographs obtained from PVAMU’s Archives on 
the band.    Also  included were links to musical per-
formances by Barbara Smith Conrad, international  
mezzo-soprano, and PVAMU alumni, known for her  
legendary anti-discrimination fight to sing with an all 
white opera cast. 
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NWHC 2012 Black History Speaker—Norma L. Jarrett 
Norma Jarrett will be the Black History speaker at both the John B. Coleman main      
library on February 16th at 2:00 pm and the Northwest Houston Center on February 
21st at 6:00  pm.  The Black History theme for 2012 is  “Black Women in American 
History and Culture”.   
  
Norma L. Jarrett is the author of the novels Sunday Brunch (Best Girlfriend Book – 
Upscale Magazine/Rawsistaz Literary Group), Sweet Magnolia (An Essence magazine 
national book club selection) and The Sunday Brunch Diaries (Essence Bestseller) all 
published under Doubleday/Harlem Moon. Her work has gained attention in Ebony, 
Essence, Gospel Today, Jewel, Publisher’s Weekly, Rolling Out, Southern Living, Up-
scale, and USA Today. Norma has been a featured guest on ABC 13’s Crossroads, 
Outlook Houston, the Yolanda Adams Morning Show, and other media outlets.  
 
Among other honors, Ms. Jarrett has received a Certificate of Congressional    
Recognition for her literary work.  She travels the country as a sought after panelist  and 
speaker for events such as the Baltimore Book Festival, 
Faith & Fiction Retreat, Harlem Book Fair, Miami Book 
Fair, and other venues.  Ms. Jarrett is a graduate of North 

Carolina A & T State University and Thurgood Marshall School of Law.  Norma is also a mem-
ber of Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., The Junior Service League and a founding member of 
The Anointed Authors on Tour.  She is married and resides in  Houston, Texas, where she attends 
Lakewood Church.   
 
Norma Jarrett’s presentation will  address the representation of women and girls in the media.   All are 
invited to attend her presentation on Tuesday, Feb 21st--6:00 pm--Think and Act like a Lady--
Imaging of Women and Girls in the Media, at the Northwest Houston Center.   
 
For additional information please contact the Northwest Houston Center Customer Service         
Coordinator,  Valerie Mendoza at 713-790-7281 or the Distance Services Librarian,                                     
Elizabeth Jean  Brumfield at 713-790-7282.   

NWHC 2012 Black History Film—“Zora’s Roots” 
Monday, February 27th at 5:00 pm  as part of the Black History  programming the 
John B. Coleman Library and Northwest Houston Center will host— Popcorn and a 
Movie—:Zora’s Roots—The Life of Zora Neale Hurston”.  
 
Zora's Roots tells Hurston's story through the people who knew her and the places and 
events that she brought to the world through her research and writing.    
The documentary presents the life of this extraordinary woman of letters against the back-
drop of the subtropical paradise that shaped her childhood and her life's work—a place to 
which she returned again and again over the seven decades of her life for research,        
inspiration and solace.  
 
During her lifetime, Hurston also worked as a playwright, wrote for Paramount Pictures 
and frequently contributed to the Saturday Evening Post and many other major magazines 
of the time. 
 
For additional information please contact the Northwest Houston Center Customer Service         
Coordinator, Valerie Mendoza at 713-790-7281 or the Distance Services Librarian                               
Elizabeth Jean  Brumfield, at 713-790-7282.   



ProQuest-Ref Works : 
 
RefWorks is a powerful online research management, writing 
and collaboration tool designed to help researchers at all levels 
easily gather, organize, store and share all types of information 
and to instantly generate citations and bibliographies. 
 
Why RefWorks? 
Web-based simplicity - Users can access RefWorks any time, 
from any web-connected computer running any operating plat-
form. Upgrades are transparent and automatic--so your system is 
maintenance-free and always up to date. 
 
Built-in style guides - RefWorks is the only bibliographic man-
agement system to incorporate an online style guide within the 
program. No more hunting through style instructions to find the 
correct format. 
 
More than words - Users can upload any type of file--graphic, 
video, sound, and more--to existing references stored in Ref-
Works databases, and easily retrieve and share them. 
 
Robust functionality - Many advanced features--all standard--
provide exceptional utility, efficiency and convenience. 
 
 
ProQuest-Write-n-Cite: 
 
The newest version of Write-N-Cite is under development and 
on its way to being released. This newly designed tool fully         
integrates with the MS Word platform while still leveraging the 
strengths of being a web-based Cloud service.  
 
The new version of Write-N-Cite will run on Word for Windows 
2007 & 2010 as well as Word for Mac 2008 & 2011. You'll get 
the same features on either platform, and sharing documents   
between computers is as easy as opening a file.  
 
Citations will format automatically as you work, and styles will 
update on demand—all without any manual formatting.  
Formatting tools also offer easy footnote management in        
accordance with MLA or Chicago. No need to do it yourself.  
 
Write-N-Cite will now support a seamless transition while work-
ing online or offline. It works wherever you are: at home, the 
office, on the airplane or subway.    
 
(Product descriptions and summaries for RefWorks, Write-n-Cite 
and NAACP Archives taken from the ProQuest Press Release 
and websites:http://www.proquest.com/en-US/) 
 
 

ProQuest-History Vault—NAACP Archives: 
 
ProQuest, and the National Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People (NAACP) are teaming to digitize the          
association's archives, bringing one of the most famous records 
of the civil rights movement to the online world.  
 
The collection — nearly 2 million pages of internal memos, legal 
briefings and direct action summaries from national, legal and 
branch offices throughout the country — charts NAACP's work 
and delivers a first-hand view into crucial issues: lynching, 
school desegregation, and discrimination in the military, the 
criminal justice system, employment, and housing, among others.  
 
The ProQuest® History Vault also includes collections that 
chronicle The Black Freedom Struggle in the 20th Century—
which contain digitized documents from the founding of the    
National Association of Colored Women's Clubs at the close of 
the 19th century to the riots that followed the verdict in the    
Rodney King police brutality case in the 1990s.   
 
 
ProQuest Webinars: 
 
During Black History & Women’s History month the       
Northwest Houston Center will provide free webinars on some 
of the popular ProQuest  databases , see schedule below: 
 
 February 13, 2012—4:00 pm—ProQuest  Webinar 
       Black Abolitionist Papers 
 
 February 29, 2012—4:00 pm—ProQuest Webinar 
       Black Studies Center 
 

 March 5, 2012—1:00 pm—ProQuest-History Vault  
Webinar —Civil Rights Struggle 

 
  March 26, 2012—4:00 pm—Vogue Archives  &     

lecture on the History of Black Female Designers by 
Elizabeth Jean Brumfield, Distance Services        
Librarian 

 
Research Instruction Sessions: 
 
To schedule a research session of these and other ProQuest     
databases in your class please contact the John B. Coleman    
Library at 936-261-1500 or the Northwest Houston Center     
Library, 713-790-7282.   
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ProQuest Research Tools  
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Judge Hatchett—SPIT Lecture Series Speaker 
Tuesday, March 6, 2012 at  6:30 pm in the Willie A. Tempton, Sr. Me-
morial Student Center, Opal Johnson-Smith Auditorium 
 The S.P.I.T. Lecture series will present Judge Glenda Hatchett.  
 
After completing a coveted clerkship in the U.S. Federal Courts Hatchett 
began a near 10-year career with Delta. The company’s    highest-ranking 
African-American woman, Hatchett served in both the legal and public rela-
tions departments.   
As Manager of Public Relations, she supervised global crisis management, 
handling media relations for all of Europe, Asia and 50   domestic cities.  
 
Her outstanding contributions were recognized by Ebony Magazine, which 
named Hatchett one of the “100 Best and Brightest Women in Corporate 
America.”  Hatchett left Delta when she was appointed Judge of the Ful-
ton County, Georgia Juvenile Court. 
 

After her first year on the bench, the National Bar Association’s local affiliate selected Judge Hatchett “Outstanding Jurist of 
the Year” for her pioneering leadership in revolutionizing the Fulton County Juvenile Court system. She was also honored 
with the Roscoe Pound Award, the highest award for “Outstanding Work in Criminal Justice for the National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency.” The Spelman College Board of Trustees selected Judge Hatchett to receive the “Outstanding 
Community Service Award,” and she was honored with the NAACP Thurgood Marshall Award. 
 
Judge Hatchett serves on the Board of Directors of GAP Inc., ServiceMaster and HCA, all Fortune 500 companies. She        
graduated from Mount Holyoke College and Emory University School of Law. Mount Holyoke has named her as one of its   
Distinguished Alumni and presented her with an honorary degree, and Emory University Law School named her “Outstanding 
Alumni of the Year.” For her unwavering commitment to children’s issues, Emory also honored her with the Emory Medal, the 
highest award given to alumni of the university. An Atlanta native, Judge Hatchett maintains her Atlanta residence where she 
lives with her two sons, as well as an apartment in New York City, where JUDGE HATCHETT television show is produced. 
 
(Bio and picture taken from Judge Hatchett website: http://www.divatv.co.uk/section_article.aspx?
ProgrammeID=259538&ArticleID=1540) 

Coleman Library Archives featured in Documentary 

The John B. Coleman Library received great news that the film, Girls in the Band, won the  
Audience Choice Award for Best Documentary Film at the Palm Springs International Film 
Festival.    
 
The film features photos of  the Prairie 
View Co-eds, a musical group founded in 
the 1940’s at what was then known as the 
Prairie View State College.  The          
pictures were obtained from the Coleman 
Library’s Archives Department,     
Phyllis Earles, University Archivist 
and Head of Special Collections.   



NWHC Women’s History Month Speaker—Valerie Peterson 
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The Northwest Houston Center will host author and motivational speaker Valerie Peterson for  Women’s History month on      
Tuesday, March 20th at 6:00 pm.  
 
Valerie is a Christian, Author, Motivational Speaker, Mentor, Entrepreneur and Family Focused Woman. 
 
Since 2004, she has been the Executive Director of Very Positive Outlook, a Fatherhood Consulting Company, where she de-
velops, markets and often facilitates workshops that promote a positive correlation between male involvement and student          
academic success. 
 
Very Positive Outlook was founded on Christian principles  to provide a resource tool for educational programs, family service 
agencies and other businesses who are trying to get male parents more involved in their programs and more specifically with their 
children's academic growth. This is accomplished through a series of workshops entitled Reading with Dads and the Family   
Reading Workshops, which focus on building a reading relationship with Dad or a positive male role model. 
 
Because time is the most valuable commodity, that any of us have, Valerie's book series entitled "Where's my Daddy?" is the tool 
used to depict ways that men can spend time teaching, reading, playing and volunteering with their children or other boys and girls 
who need male mentors.  The 90-minute parent involvement program gets the entire family, including extended family involved in 
the reading process and education of their children. A motivational talk is provided on the importance of reading to and with their 
children, books are read and family activities are all centered around literacy. 
 
Valerie has taught in public education for nine years and has taught for Northwood University as a guest Marketing and         
International Business Professor for thirteen years. 
 
Valerie has published 3 bilingual children's books. And the “Where's my Daddy?” series.   She is a columnist for the 
WORD UP Magazine, and has delivered several keynote addresses to cancer survivors, regional teacher conferences, reha-
bilitation centers, and churches, to name a few.  
 
In 2009, Very Positive Outlook 
served 1,918 fathers and chil-
dren with the exciting and moti-
vating Reading with Dads Work-
shop. 
 
Valerie Peterson has partnered 
with the Lafayette School        
districts, Aldine school districts, 
EGK Publishing,  Nitelines USA,   
the Texas School Counselors 
Association, and others.   
 
 
For additional information please 
contact the Northwest Houston 
Center Customer Service         
Coordinator, Valerie Mendoza at  
713-790-7281 or the  
Distance Services Librarian,                                      
Elizabeth Jean  Brumfield, at 
 713-790-7282.   
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The Northwest Houston Center invites staff, students, and faculty to join in a series of informal creative exercise sessions, 
including line dancing with The Line Dance Queen instructors. 
 
Research shows that regular exercise incorporated into our lifestyle can improve our heart & respiratory function, lower our blood 
pressure, increase our strength, improve bone density, improve flexibility, quicken our reaction time, reduce body fat, increase 
muscle mass, and reduce our susceptibility to depression & disease. (http://www.befitoverfifty.com/).   
 
Whether you are over 50 years old or  50 pounds overweight the good news is that no matter when a person starts to        
exercise, significant improvement can be achieved. 
 
Each fitness session will be different and may include Zumba, 
exercise videos, Polynesian  Hula dancing, Hip Hop and    
Zydeco line dancing.  The first sessions will start during 
Women’s History month,  however, the goal is to continue  
the program until summer.    
 
NWHC “Over 50” Fitness  schedule: 

 Saturday, March 3, 2012  —11:00 am,  
        NWHC— 2nd Floor Lobby 
        Line Dancing  
 

 Saturday, March 31, 2012—11:00 am,  
        NWHC—2nd Floor Lobby 
        Exercise videos (Hip Hop Abs, Jane Fonda-Prime Time) 
 
To register please contact the NWHC, Distance Services Librarian,  Elizabeth Jean Brumfield at 713-790-7282 or  
Customer Service Coordinator, Valerie Mendoza Milan at 713-790-7281.   

NWHC Over 50 (Pounds or Age) Creative Fitness Program 

NWHC Scholarship Awardee (continued) 

Undergraduate Scholarship Criteria 
 Preference given to students with 2.75 cumulative G.P.A. 
 Minimum of 60 transfer hours (upper division courses/

degree completion) 
 Must be enrolled in at least 6 hours at the NWHC for the 

long academic terms (i.e. Fall & Spring). 
  
Scholarship Continuation  
 Must obtain/ maintain a 2.75 G.P.A.   
 Continuous enrollment (6hrs per long term)  
 Serve as NWHC Ambassador   
 
 
 
 

Graduate Scholarship Criteria  
 Preference given to students with 3.0 cumulative G.P.A.  
 Consideration given to students with 2.75 overall G.P.A. to 

meet graduate admission requirements with 3.0 G.P.A. or 
higher in upper division work (last 60 hrs.)   

 Must be enrolled in at least 6 hours at the NWHC for the 
long academic terms (i.e. Fall & Spring). 

  
Scholarship Continuation  
 Must obtain/maintain a 3.0 G.P.A.   
 Continuous enrollment (6hrs per long term)  
 Serve as NWHC Ambassador   
 
 For more information visit the website: 
 http://pantherconnect.com/northwest/admissions/ 

                                 http://www.linedancequeen.com 

The NWHC Scholarships cover tuition and mandatory fees at the undergraduate and graduate levels.  Scholarships are competitive 
and merit based. Scholarships will be strategically awarded to support all degree programs at the NWHC.   
Below is a guide for the scholarship requirements:  
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NWHC Supports the Houston Food Bank 
Congratulations to Tiffany Allen, NWHC Information Specialist, and the NWHC 
staff and students for a successful Food Drive in support of the Houston Food 
Bank.   
 
Tiffany encouraged staff and students to donate food to the Houston Food Bank for the 
holidays.   
 
This food drive helped many Houston area families.  The total amount of food donated 
was 614 pounds.  The nonperishable items were loaded and delivered by members of 
the newly established/soon to be Katy & Cypress Alumni Chapter of  Alpha Phi 

Alpha.   
 
 Special thanks to everyone 
that donated and helped sup-
port the NWHC’s 1st Food 
Drive. We thank you for  
helping with this important        
endeavor! 
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Prairie View A&M University will be participating in the Houston Astros Major League Baseball Urban Invitational colle-
giate baseball tournament this February in Houston.   
 
The annual, round-robin tournament offers an opportunity for national exposure for the baseball programs at selected Historically 
Black Colleges and Universities. This year the tournament will feature Alabama State University, Grambling State University, 
Southern University, PVAMU and Texas Southern University along with NCAA Division-I school University of California, 
Irvine.   
 
The tournament will begin held primarily at the Houston Astros MLB Urban Youth  Academy at Sylvester Turner Park on 
Friday, February 17 and Sunday, February 19, while the games on Saturday, February 18 will be played at Minute Maid 
Park, home of the Houston Astros.  
 
Two of those games will air live on MLB Network and MLB.com. PVAMU’s game schedule is:  
 

 Friday, February 17, Southern University vs. Prairie View A&M University, 11:00 a.m. at Houston Astros MLB Urban 
Youth Academy at Sylvester Turner Park 

 Saturday, February 18, Texas Southern University vs. Prairie View A&M University, 7:00 p.m. at Minute Maid Park – 
LIVE on MLB Network and MLB.com 

 Sunday, February 19, Grambling State vs. Prairie View A&M University, 5:30 p.m. at Houston Astros MLB Urban 
Youth Academy at Sylvester Turner Park 

 
Between the games on Feb. 18, a “Battle of the Bands” will be held with live performances from Southern University’s “Human 
Jukebox,” Texas Southern University’s “Ocean of Soul” and the Marching Storm. 
 
Article taken from Prairie View A&M University Spotlight, Jan 2012. http://www.pvamu.edu/pages/6874.asp?item=140726 

PVAMU to Play in Urban Invitational Tournament 

Juvenile Justice Annual Research Symposium Scheduled for April 

The College of Juvenile Justice & Psychology will host the 7th Annual Research Symposium at 8 a.m. April 20, 2012. 
 
Craig Henderson, Associate Professor of Clinical Psychology at Sam Houston State University will be the keynote speaker 
for the event. He will be presenting his program of research on “Assertive Community Treatment of Substance Abuse for 
Adolescents.“ 
 
Historically, the symposium was an arena in which students and faculty from disciplines across the university could join to review 
the research taking place across the campus. Today it is used for the same purpose but has adapted into a forum for student presenta-
tions in the form of talks and posters, workshops and roundtable discussions led by faculty, geared towards student research success 
and dissemination of general knowledge.  
 
Awards will be given for the best undergraduate paper presentation and poster presentation. Separate awards in these categories will 
be given for graduate students.   
 
For more information about the symposium, contact Dr. Jennifer Rockett at jlrockett@pvamu.edu or (936) 261-5220. 
 
Article taken from Prairie View A&M University Spotlight, Jan 2012. http://www.pvamu.edu/pages/122.asp?item=140728, by 
Christopher King, Public Relations Intern.  
 



NWHC @ Chamber of Commerce Gala 
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monies raised fund the Houston 
Northwest Chamber’s         
Economic Development       
Initiative.   
 
Included in this effort is the 
Northwest Economic              
Development  Alliance,        
Business Retention and        
Expansion Program, point of 
contact for commercial real   
estate inquiries, and an ongoing 
business support system.  
(Chiebo & O’Connor from the 
Gala brochure)”. 
 
Dr. Michael McFrazier serves 
on the Education/Workforce 
Developent Committee as       
Co-Chair along with                
Karia Sandoval, Spring ISD 
and  NW Houston Chamber of 
Commerce Staff Liaison,     
Alyssa Wilson.   
 
According to the Chamber, when 
northwest Harris County is com-
pared with the greater Houston 

area the northwest has a higher per capita in-
come, lower unemployment rate, a younger 
better educated workforce, a higher degree of 
owner occupied housing.  It includes            
academically strong school districts and higher 
education centers, of which Prairie View’s 
Northwest Houston Center  is part of.   
 
The featured entertainment for the evening 
was Florence LaRue and the 5th Dimension.   
 

The Northwest Houston  Center staff 
and friends representing Prairie View 
A&M University attended the Annual 
Diamonds & Ice Gala of the Houston 
Northwest Chamber of Commerce., 
on Saturday, January 28th at the       
Woodlands Waterway Marriott.   
 
“The gala serves as the major        
fundraiser for the Chamber, and the 
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The  19th Annual HBCU Faculty Development Network Conference  will be held in Orlando, Florida , October 18-20, 2012 . 
The conference theme is “Innovating and Inspiring in a Global World”.   The HBCU Faculty Development Network challenges 
colleagues to develop new ideas and ways of thinking about innovation in teaching and at the same time inspire our students to    
perform to their optimal level of scholarship.  
 
Proposals are due on or before Friday, March 16, 2012. Notifications of acceptance of proposal will be sent by May 11th, 
2012. All proposals should be submitted using the form provided via the Call for Proposals link on the HBCU Faculty Development 
Network website: http://www.HBCUFDN.org.  
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Faculty/Staff/Students Announcements 
Dr. E. Joahanne Thomas-Smith and  Roy G. Perry were honored by the Houston Livestock Show 
and Rodeo Black Heritage Committee for their contributions to   
education during its Annual  Western Gala.  
 
The Livestock Show runs from Feb 28th to March  18th and will     
feature prominent performers including: John Legend; Brad Paisley; 
Kid Rock and others.   
 
The mission of the Black Heritage Committee is to promote the      
Houston Livestock Show and Rodeo in the African-American        
community through awareness and involvement while emphasizing the 

strengths and contributions of the black cowboy to the time honored sport of rodeo.  Each year, the 
gala honors black cowboys, educators, community figures and other individuals that have made a 
significant contribution to the community 

Nelson Bowman, III, Director of Development,  and University of Pennsylvania       
Graduate School of Education professor Marybeth Gasman have co-authored a new book 
exploring fundraising at HBCUs.   
 
“A Guide to Fundraising at Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities” is a comprehensive, research-based work 
that brings the best practices and expertise of seminal     
professionals to the larger Black college  environment and 
beyond.   
 
Drawing on data-driven  advice from interviews with s    
successful Black college fundraisers and private sector    
leaders, this book gives practitioners a comprehensive     

approach for moving away from out-of-date approaches to improve their institutions.  This      
practical guide includes: 
 An All Campus Approach—Discussion goes beyond alumni fundraising strategies to address the blended role that faculty, 

administrators, and advancement professionals can play to achieve fundraising success. 
 Practical Recommendations—End-of-chapter suggestions for quick reference, as well as recommendations integrated through-

out. 
 Best Practices and Examples—Data-based content to strengthen fundraisers’ understanding of institutional advancement and 

alleviate uncertainties. 
 Examples of Innovative Approaches—An entire chapter outlining successful innovative fundraising and engagement programs 

at various institutions. 
 
The book is available through Routledge Publishing: http://www.routledge.com 
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Academic Calendar—Important Dates for Graduate Students 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 Academic Calendar – Spring  2012  
 
January 11, Wednesday  
New Student Orientation  
 
January 14, Saturday  
Regular Registration for Graduate Students  
 
January 16, Monday  
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Day (University Closed)  
 
January 17, Tuesday  
Instruction Begins  
Late Registration and Drop/Add Begins  
 
January 20, Friday  
Late Registration, Add Courses, Change Major/Certification or 
any Matriculation Change Ends for Undergraduate Students – 
Web Registration Access Closed  
 
January 21, Saturday  
Late Registration, Add Courses, Change Major/Certification or 
any Matriculation Change Ends for Graduate Students – Web 
Registration Access Closed  
 
January 26, Thursday  
General Student Assembly-All Students Attend  
____________  
February 1, Wednesday  
Census Date (12th Class Day)  
Last Day to Withdraw from Course(s) without Academic      
Record  
Late Deadline to apply for Spring 2012 graduation  
Last Day to submit Grade Replacement petition  
 
February 2, Thursday  
Withdrawal from courses with Academic record ("W") Begins  
 
February 13, Monday  
20th Class Day  
 
______  
March 8 – 9, Thursday – Saturday  
Mid-Semester Examination Period  
 
March 12 - 17, Monday – Saturday  
Spring Break  
 
March 13, Tuesday  
Mid-Semester Grades Due  
 
 

March 16, Friday  
Spring Break (University Closed)  
 
March 19, Monday 
Instruction Resumes  
 
March 23, Friday  
Graduation Application Deadline for Summer 2012 and Fall 
2012  
 
March 28, Wednesday  
Founders Day/Honors Convocation  
___________  
April 2, Monday  
Withdrawal from Course(s) with Academic record ("W") Ends  
 
April 6 - 7, Friday-Saturday  
Good Friday/Easter (Student Holiday)  
 
April 10, Tuesday  
Priority Registration Begins for Summer/Fall 2012  
 
April 30, Monday  
Course Review Day [Classes must convene and instructors will 
prepare students for Final Exams]  
 
___________  
May 1 , Tuesday  
Course Review Day [Classes must convene and instructors will 
prepare students for Final Exams]  
Last Class Day for Spring Semester  
Last Day to Withdraw from the University (From All Courses) 
for the Spring 2012 Semester  
 
May 2 - 3, Wednesday-Thursday  
Study Days for Exams  
 
May 4 – 9, Friday-Wednesday  
Final Examination Period  
 
May 7, Monday  
Final Grades due for Graduating Candidates  
 
May 12, Saturday  
Commencement  
 
May 15, Tuesday  
Final Grades Due for All Other Students  
 
(Calendar taken from  Academic Calendar:                                  
http://www.pvamu.edu/Include/Registrar/Calendar/2012/
Spring%202012.pdf) 
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Dean’s Corner 

I am so very pleased to share with you a number of accomplishments/outstanding 
events that have taken place at the Prairie View A&M University - Northwest Houston 
Center (PVAMU-NWHC) during the Fall 2011 academic term.    
They include: 
 Celebrated  the one -year anniversary of the relocation to the new facility  
 Realized a 10% student enrollment  

increase  
 Implemented the Bachelor of Arts in 

Communication and Master of Business 
Administration degree programs  

 Received funding to award both under-
graduate and graduate level            
scholarships  

        (visit http://pantherconnect.com/        
        northwest/  for more information)  
 Awarded  10 graduate level            

scholarships to students attending -   
exclusively- the NWHC  

 Unveiled  the new streamlined, highly 
functional NWHC web site  

 Planned and executed an array of events 
(chili cook-off, spirit day, tailgating 
party, PV history lectures, etc.)        
celebrating Homecoming 2011  

 Collected and donated 614 pounds of 
non-perishable food items to the     
Houston Food Bank 

 Obtained 100% staff participation in the 
“Making a Difference Starts with ME” 
PVAMU Faculty and Staff Annual    
Giving Campaign 

 Held the 1st  graduation receptions for 
students completing degree              
requirements at the NWHC during the 
Fall 2011 term 

 
The aforementioned milestones were made possible by the dynamic staff, devoted     
faculty and outstanding students at the PVAMU- NWHC.  For your excellent work,        
I salute you!    
 
The Spring 2012 term promises to be  just as exciting.    From the informative,     
thought provoking programs scheduled for Black and Women’s History Month            
to the student recreation  activities  planned for the entire family, please know           
that the  “Best Is Yet To Come!”  

Dr. Michael McFrazier, Vice Provost and 
Dean,  Northwest Houston Center (right) 
with Prairie View Mayor Frank Jackson 
(left) at the NWHC Homecoming        
Celebration 

 About the PVAMU-Northwest Houston Center (NWHC): 
The PVAMU-NWHC is a fully-functional extension of the main campus. Students attending the Center have access to essential   
student services, as those found on the main campus.  This centralized location, near Willowbrook Mall just off of Tomball Parkway 
(9449 Grant Rd.), offers convenience to students looking to earn bachelor and master degrees in several areas including education, 
business and nursing. 
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