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Designated an institution of “the first class” in the Texas Constitution, Prairie View A&M University is the second-oldest public institution of higher education in the 
state. With an established reputation for producing engineers, nurses and educators, PVAMU offers baccalaureate degrees, master’s degrees and doctoral degree programs 
through nine colleges and schools. A member of The Texas A&M University System, the university is dedicated to fulfilling its land-grant mission of achieving 
excellence in teaching, research and service. For more information regarding PVAMU, visit www.pvamu.edu.
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	untitled10: PVAMU Librarian Explores Prairie View’s Pedigree, Slave History
	untitled2: Lunch & Learn research explores PVAMU’s legacy from slave master to President Simmons.
	untitled5: Date:February 24, 2020
	untitled13: PRAIRIE VIEW – In celebration of 2020 African American History Month, Library Reference Librarian Kimberly Gay presents a Lunch and Learn entitled “PVAMU Pedigree: The Genealogy History of PVAMU from Colonel Jared E. Kirby to President Ruth J. Simmons.”   In the late 1800s, Kirby was a plantation owner in what is now Waller County.“We will be looking at the Jared Kirby history and at census records that houses the Unknown 8, as well as records of Prairie College when it was PV Normal and PV College.  This includes a 1900s map of Waller County that shows what and how they section off PV existence,” said Gay.The event will be from noon to 2 p.m. in the John B. Coleman Library’s RI Computer Lab – in Public Events Room 108.“This Lunch and Learn looks at the pedigree and the people who lived before the university was started.  This includes a look at slave markers, and where they are buried,” said Gay, who is also the 2019-2020 Chair for the Texas Library Association's Black Caucus Roundtable and a 15-year member of Texas Library Association.  Gay added, “I’m excited I’ve been working on this since I got to Prairie View, for almost 14 years.”Part of the session will include encouraging participants to search for family records and archives to see if they may have additional information about Kirby and the plantation.Gay said, “It’s a learning experience. I want the audience to go back and find something, too, and see what other information they can pull up that can bring completion to the PVAMU Pedigree.”What:     Lunch and Learn: PVAMU Pedigree: The Genealogy History of PVAMU from               Colonel Jared E. Kirby to President Ruth J. Simmons.Where:   Prairie View A&M University, John B. Coleman Library               L.W. Minor St. / University Dr.               Prairie View, TX 77446When:    Tuesday, February 25, 2020Time:     Noon – 2:00 PMFor more information on Gay: https://pvamu.libguides.com/prf.php?account_id=199343
	untitled1: By:Michael Douglas


