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Mission Statement
The Texas Undergraduate Medical Academy’s  

mission is consistent with the overall mission of

Prairie View A&M University and the Texas A&M

University System. The UMA is dedicated to

teaching, research, service, and professional

development excellence. The UMA integrates

leadership development, pre-medical science

education, and compassion for the community.
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Historian’s Note

U M A Fa m i ly,

 A s  yo u r n ew H i s t o r i a n ,  I  a m  h o n o r e d  t o

p r e s e n t  t o  yo u  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  t h i s

s e m e s t e r ' s  n ews l e t t e r !  T h i s  i s s u e  r e f l e c t s  o u r

s h a r e d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  exc e l l e n c e  a n d

p u r s u i n g m e d i c i n e  w i t h  a  p u r p o s e ,  w h i l e

h i g h l i g h t i n g eve n t s ,  m e m o r i e s ,  a n d

a c h i eve m e n t s  t h a t  h ave  s h a p e d  o u r U M A

c o m m u n i t y i n  t h e  p a s t  few m o n t h s .  I  h o p e

yo u  e n j oy r ev i s i t i n g  t h e s e  t i m e s  a s  m u c h  a s  I

e n j oye d  p u t t i n g  t h e m  t o g e t h e r.  He r e 's  t o

a n o t h e r s e m e s t e r  o f  g r ow t h ,  l e a d e r s h i p ,  a n d

u n i t y w i t h i n  t h e  U M A !

- Ja m i a  B o u t t e

"EVERY GREAT DREAM BEGINS WITH A DREAMER.  ALWAYS
REMEMBER,  YOU HAVE WITHIN YOU THE STRENGTH,  THE
PATIENCE,  AND THE PASSION TO REACH FOR THE STARS

TO CHANGE THE WORLD."  

— HARRIET TUBMAN — 
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MEDICAL SCHOOL VISITS   

GET-PHIT BOOTCAMP

UMA RESEARCH ACTIVITIES  

CERT TRAINING

PRE-MATRICULATION 2025

SUMMER INTERNSHIPS

CROCHET & SUTURING CLUB

UPCOMING EVENTS

P.2-3

P.4-5

P.6-7

P.8

P.9

P.9

P. 10

P. 12

P. 13

UMA HISTORIAN: JAMIA BOUTTE                EDITOR-&-CHIEF:  MS. TENLEY SABLATZKY                COPY EDITOR: DR. GAIL BREKKE   

BIOLOGY SYMPOSIUM P.7

MR.  AND MISS  UMA P.8

PRACTICE MCAT/DAT EXAM

P.1 1

MINI  GRAND ROUNDS P. 12

SUMMER COLLEGE PREP

ALUMNI VISITS

TRUNK-OR-TREAT

P. 13

P. 14

P. 14



Summer Internship Highlights

RUBYLEANE (RIGHT), UMA SENIOR, PARTICIPATED IN
PURDUE VET UP!, WHERE SHE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY

TO PARTICIPATE IN FACULTY LECTURES, CLINICAL AND
DIAGNOSTIC LABS, AND VISITS TO ANIMAL FARMS AND

SANCTUARIES. SHE SHARED THAT THE EXPERIENCE
FURTHER ENHANCED HER PASSION FOR ANIMAL

HEALTH AND VETERINARY PRACTICE. 

RU BY L E A N E  L I N T ON
P U R DU E  U N I V E R S I T Y
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A N I SA C OL E
H A RVA R D  U N I V E R S I T Y

AS A HARVARD-AMGEN SCHOLAR,
ANISA (LEFT), UMA SENIOR, SPENT

HER SUMMER CONDUCTING
CANCER BIOLOGY RESEARCH AT

THE DANA-FARBER CANCER
INSTITUTE. HER RESEARCH
FOCUSED ON MERKEL CELL

POLYOMAVIRUS, A DNA TUMOR
VIRUS THAT CAUSES A HIGHLY

AGGRESSIVE SKIN CANCER CALLED
MERKEL CELL CARCINOMA. SHE
WAS INSPIRED TO TAKE ON THIS
RESEARCH PROJECT AFTER HER

WORK LAST SUMMER AT HARVARD
STUDYING THE EPSTEIN-BARR

VIRUS. THROUGH THE EXPERIENCE,
SHE DEVELOPED SKILLS IN

HISTOLOGY AND FLUORESCENCE
MICROSCOPY, WHICH ALLOWED

HER TO VISUALIZE CELLULAR
CHANGES IN NEW WAYS.

SAIF (ABOVE), UMA SOPHOMORE, CONDUCTED CARDIOVASCULAR RESEARCH OVER THE SUMMER
UNDER THE MENTORSHIP OF DR. ASIF ALI. DURING HIS RESEARCH PROJECT, HE ANALYSED

PATIENT DATA TO EXPLORE DISPARITIES IN CARDIOVASCULAR DISEASE OUTCOMES AND ACCESS
TO CARE. HIS RESEARCH FURTHER EXPLORED INTIATIVES FOR ADDRESSING “CARDIOLOGY

DESERTS” THROUGH HEALTH TECHNOLOGY INNOVATION.

SA I F MOH A M M E D
C E NA R E S E A RC H  I N ST I T U T E  



ALEXAY (LEFT), UMA JUNIOR, SPENT EIGHT
WEEKS DURING THE SUMMER INTERNING

WITH NORTHWESTERN MEDICINE IN
CHICAGO, WHERE HE HAD THE OPPORTUNITY
TO SHADOW A NEUROSURGEON. HE WAS ABLE
TO CONTRIBUTE TO CLINICAL RESEARCH ON
TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES, WHICH WILL BE

REVIEWED BY THE HOSPITAL TO INFORM
FUTURE POLICY CHANGES. ADDITIONALLY, HE

OBSERVED SURGERIES, NETWORKED WITH
OTHER INTERNS, AND VISITED THE SITES IN

CHICAGO. 

A L E X AY BU L L A R D
NORT H W E ST E R N  M E DIC I N E
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ALYSSA (RIGHT), UMA SOPHOMORE,
COMPLETED THE GILSTRAP SUMMER
EXTERNSHIP IN OB-GYN, WHERE SHE

RECEIVED HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE TO
PATIENT-CARE AND HIGH-RISK PREGNANCY
MANAGEMENT. SHE WAS ABLE TO ROTATE

THROUGH GYNECOLOGIC ONCOLOGY,
LABOR & DELIVERY, WOMEN’S HEALTH

CLINICS, FETAL MEDICINE, AND CLINICAL
RESEARCH.

A LYS SA B R A DF OR D
U T-H E A LT H  HOU ST ON  &

MC G OV E R N  M E DIC A L S C HO OL

JOR DA N  DE R RY
P R A I R I E  V I E W A & M  U N I V E R S I T Y &
HOU ST ON  M E T HODI ST HO S P I TA L

THIS SUMMER, JORDAN (LEFT) , UMA SENIOR,
PARTICIPATED IN TWO IMPACTFUL

INTERNSHIPS. 

THROUGH THE GET-PHIT (GAINING EQUILITY IN
TRAINING FOR PUBLIC HEALTH INFORMATICS
AND TECHNOLOGY) INTERNSHIP, SHE GAINED

HANDS-ON EXPERIENCE IN PUBLIC HEALTH
RESEARCH, DATA ANALYTICS, AND INFORMATICS.

HER RESEARCH PROJECT EXPLORED HOW
SOCIAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS

CONTRIBUTE TO INFANT HEALTH DISPARITIES. 

LATER IN THE SUMMER, SHE PARTICIPATED IN
THE MERLIN (METHODIST EDUCATION AND

RESEARCH LEARNER INFORMATION NETWORK)
PROGRAM. SHE WAS ABLE TO SHADOW

PHYSICIANS IN THE NICU, LABOR & DELIVERY,
POSTPARTUM, AND EMERGENCY OB-GYN, WHERE

SHE GAINED AN APPRECIATION FOR HOW
COMPASSIONATE CARE TRANSFORMS PATIENT

EXPERIENCES.



THE TEXAS UNDERGRADUATE MEDICAL ACADEMY IS PROUD TO ANNOUNCE 
LEON BAKER III AS OUR FIRST UMA FELLOW!  

UMA Fellow Spotlight

LEON IS A RECENT GRADUATE OF THE BOSTON CONSERVATORY AT BERKELEE, WHERE HE MAJORED IN
VIOLIN PERFORMANCE AND MINORED IN PSYCHOLOGY. HE IS CURRENTLY PURSUING A DEGREE IN

BIOLOGY AT PVAMU, WITH AN ULTIMATE GOAL OF TAKING THE MCAT AND ATTENDING MEDICAL SCHOOL.
LEON IS ESPECIALLY PASSIONATE ABOUT DERMATOLOGY AND IS INTERESTED IN COMBINING THE HEALING

POWER OF MUSIC WITH THE SCIENCE OF MODERN MEDICINE. 
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Q.  C A N  YO U  T E L L  U S  A  B I T  A B O U T  YO U R S E L F  A N D  H O W
YO U  F I R S T  B E C A M E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  P U R S U I N G  A  C A R E E R

I N  M E D I C I N E ?

A .  I  b e g a n  p l a y i n g  t h e  v i o l i n  a t  t h e  a g e  o f  t h r e e ,  a n d  i t
h a s  s i n c e  d o m i n a t e d  m y  l i f e .  T h r o u g h o u t  s c h o o l ,  I

b e c a m e  i n c r e a s i n g l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s c i e n c e s ,  e n t e r i n g
a n d  w i n n i n g  m y  f i r s t  s c i e n c e  f a i r  i n  f i f t h  g r a d e  w i t h  a

p r o j e c t  t h a t  m e a s u r e d  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  U V  p r o t e c t i o n
o f f e r e d  b y  v a r i o u s  s u n s c r e e n  b r a n d s .  I n  m i d d l e  a n d  h i g h

s c h o o l ,  I  c o n t i n u e d  t o  c u l t i v a t e  m y  l o v e  f o r  s c i e n c e
t h r o u g h  h o n o r s  a n d  A P  c l a s s e s .  A l t h o u g h  m y  l o v e  f o r
s c i e n c e  c o n t i n u e d  t o  g r o w,  m y  p a s s i o n  f o r  t h e  v i o l i n

r e m a i n e d ,  a n d  I  u l t i m a t e l y  d e c i d e d  t o  a t t e n d  a
c o n s e r v a t o r y  o f  m u s i c .  W h i l e  I  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  I  w o u l d  n o
l o n g e r  b e  t a k i n g  a n y  s c i e n c e  c l a s s e s ,  I  n e v e r  i m a g i n e d

j u s t  h o w  m u c h  I  w o u l d  m i s s  t h e m .  A t  t h e  e n d  o f  m y    

f r e s h m a n  y e a r  a t  t h e  C o n s e r v a t o r y,  I  d e c i d e d  t o  d e c l a r e  a  m i n o r  i n
P s y c h o l o g y.  T h i s  r e i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  s c i e n c e  h e l p e d  f i l l  a  v o i d  I  h a d  b e e n
m i s s i n g  s o  d e s p e r a t e l y,  b u t  a l s o  s o l i d i f i e d  m y  d e c i s i o n  t o  p u r s u e  a  c a r e e r  i n
t h e  f i e l d  o f  m e d i c i n e .  T h a t  s u m m e r,  I  m e t  D r.  D a n i e l s ,  w h o  k i n d l y  g u i d e d  m e
t h r o u g h  t h e  p r o c e s s  o f  p i v o t i n g  m y  f o c u s  t o w a r d s  m e d i c i n e .  I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o
e x t e n d  s p e c i a l  t h a n k s  t o  h i m  a n d  t h e  e n t i r e  U M A  s t a f f  f o r  t h e i r  c o n t i n u e d
s u p p o r t  i n  m y  c u r r e n t  a n d  f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s .

Q.  D O  YO U  S E E  A N Y  C O N N E C T I O N S  B E T W E E N  YO U R  PA S S I O N  F O R  M U S I C  A N D
YO U R  I N T E R E S T  I N  M E D I C I N E ,  W H E T H E R  T H R O U G H  T R A N S F E R A B L E  S K I L L S ,
P E R S O N A L  G R O W T H ,  O R  F U T U R E  C A R E E R  G O A L S ?

A .  I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  b e i n g  a  m u s i c i a n  h a s  g i v e n  m e  a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  s k i l l s  I  c a n
u t i l i z e  i n  a  c a r e e r  i n  m e d i c i n e .  I t  h a s  t a u g h t  m e  a  g r e a t  d e a l  a b o u t  p a t i e n c e ,
d i s c i p l i n e ,  r e s i l i e n c e ,  a n d  d e l a y e d  g r a t i f i c a t i o n .  T h e s e  a r e  a l l  s k i l l s  t h a t  a r e
d e s i r a b l e  f o r  a n y  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t  o r  p h y s i c i a n .  H o w e v e r,  s i n c e  m a k i n g  t h e
s w i t c h  f r o m  m u s i c  t o  m e d i c i n e ,  I  o f t e n  r e f l e c t  o n  h o w  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m u s i c
i n  m y  l i f e  h a s  e v o l v e d .  B e i n g  o u t s i d e  o f  a  c o n s e r v a t o r y  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  n o
l o n g e r  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  o t h e r  m u s i c i a n s ,  h a s  b r o a d e n e d  m y  s c o p e ,  c a u s i n g  m e
t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  m u s i c  i n  t h e  l i v e s  o f  n o n m u s i c i a n s .  M u s i c  i s
s u c h  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  e v e r y o n e ’s  l i v e s ,  w h e t h e r  y o u  a r e  l i s t e n i n g  b y
y o u r s e l f  i n  y o u r  c a r,  a t  a  c o n c e r t ,  o r  w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l y.  A t  t h e
c e n t e r  o f  i t  a l l ,  m u s i c  i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  W h i l e  m u s i c  h a s  a l l o w e d  m e  t o  d e v e l o p
a  m u l t i t u d e  o f  i n t r a p e r s o n a l  s k i l l s ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  g i f t  i t  h a s  g i v e n  m e  i s  t h e
a b i l i t y  t o  e m p a t h i z e  a n d  m a k e  m e a n i n g f u l  c o n n e c t i o n s  w i t h  t h o s e  a r o u n d
m e .  I  b e l i e v e  t h e s e  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  s k i l l s  w i l l  s e r v e  m e  w e l l  o n  m y  p a t h  t o
b e c o m i n g  a  p h y s i c i a n .



Q. WHAT DOES BEING NAMED THE FIRST UMA FELLOW MEAN TO YOU, AND HOW DO YOU
THINK IT WILL IMPACT YOUR JOURNEY IN MEDICINE? 

A. It is truly an honor to be named the first UMA Fellow. Reflecting on the end of
my freshman year at the conservatory, I felt unsettled and anxious about what the
future would hold. Being here, four years later, and having the privilege of being
part of such an amazing program means a great deal. It represents not only my
faith and hard work, but all the support systems I had along the way. My family,
friends, and especially the UMA staff. Having this opportunity has made me even
more determined to become the best physician I can. Thank you so much to
everyone who has provided continuous support throughout my journey.

“Music is such an
integral part of

everyone’s lives, whether
you are listening by

yourself in your car, at a
concert, or with your
friends and family. At

the center of it all, music
Is connection.” 

Q. WHAT ADVICE CAN YOU GIVE TO OTHER STUDENTS IN THE UMA WHO ARE LOOKING TO
MAKE THE MOST OF THEIR TIME IN THE ACADEMY AND PREPARE FOR SUCCESS IN THE FIELD

OF MEDICINE? 

A. While I have only been a part of the UMA for a short while, I have learned so much. Aside from
the universal truths of attending class on time, completing coursework promptly, and taking
effective notes, I believe it's essential to remember that the most important part of learning is
acquiring a deeper understanding. With so many classes and exams, it is easy to study for the
exam itself, rather than studying to fully understand and connect each topic. In this field, our
biggest advantage is that many topics are interrelated, so deepening your understanding of one
topic helps you better understand another. One of your best resources is your peers. Forming
study groups has been personally vital in deepening my understanding and helping me learn
and retain information quickly. I believe approaching learning in this way will not only help you
during your pre-medical degree but also during medical school and as a physician. Learning is a
lifelong process, and medicine is a field that is constantly growing and changing, which is why
effective learning is important to master. Additionally, try to get involved as much as you can!
Part of learning is having new experiences to shape and expand the knowledge you have already
acquired. Each opportunity is a chance to learn something new, which is what I believe being a
physician is all about.

 “Aside from the universal truths of attending class on time, completing coursework
promptly, and taking effective notes, I believe it's essential to remember that the most

important part of learning is acquiring a deeper understanding.” 
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Texas Southern University Visit

Vanderbilt & Belmont Universities:
 Nashville Medical School Visits

O n  O c t o b e r 2 8 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  t h e  2 0 2 4 - 2 0 2 5  Ja s p e r  S c h o l a r s  v i s i t e d  t h e  Va n d e r b i l t  Un ive r s i t y
S c h o o l  o f  Me d i c i n e  a n d  t h e  T h o m a s  F.  F i r s t ,  Jr .  C o l l e g e  o f  Me d i c i n e  a t  B e l m o n t

Un ive r s i t y.  D u r i n g t h e  v i s i t s ,  s t u d e n t s  t o u r e d  b o t h  c a m p u s e s ,  ex p l o r e d  s i m u l a t i o n
l a b s ,  a n d  l e a r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  a d m i s s i o n s  p r o c e s s ,  a c a d e m i c  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  s t u d e n t  l i fe .

T h e  ex p e r i e n c e  o f fe r e d  va l u a b l e  i n s i g h t  i n t o  d i f fe r e n t  p a t h s  w i t h i n  h e a l t h c a r e  a n d
i n s p i r e d  t h e  s c h o l a r s  t o  c o n t i n u e  s t r iv i n g t owa r d  t h e i r  p r o fe s s i o n a l  g o a l s .

O n  O c t o b e r 1 0,  2 0 2 5 ,
D e b r a  D av i s ,  U M A

s e n i o r,  v i s i t e d  Tex a s
S o u t h e r n  Un ive r s i t y ’s

C o l l e g e  o f  P h a r m a c y &
He a l t h  S c i e n c e s ,  wh e r e

s h e  c o n n e c t e d  w i t h  U M A
a l u m s  C ’ B r i o n n e

He n d r i x ,  P h D  C a n d i d a t e
i n  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l

S c i e n c e s  ( U M A P l a t i n u m
C l a s s  o f  2 0 1 4)  a n d  D r.

Ja s o n  Mo n r o e ,  P h a r m D
( U M A C h a r t e r  C l a s s  o f

2 0 0 4)  t o  l e a r n  a b o u t
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n

p h a r m a c y a n d  h e a l t h
s c i e n c e s .



Biology Symposium

On October 24, 2025, Keeland
Harviile, UMA President, and

Kenton Moore, UMA Vice
President, showcased their

scientific excellence at PVAMU’s
26th Biology Research

Symposium, presented by the
Department of Biology. Our

scholars proudly presented their
research among peers and

faculty mentors.
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Texas A&M University
College of Medicine & College of Pharmacy Visits 

O n  Tu e s d ay,  S e p t e m b e r 1 6 ,  2 0 2 5 ,  U M A
s c h o l a r s  v i s i t e d  t h e  Tex a s  A & M  C o l l e g e

o f  Me d i c i n e  a n d  t h e  Tex a s  A & M  I r m a
L e r m a  R a n g e l  C o l l e g e  o f  P h a r m a c y.  At

t h e  m e d i c a l  s c h o o l ,  s t u d e n t s  p a r t i c i p a t e d
i n  a  p a n e l  l e d  by o u r U M A a l u m ,  R e a g a n
S c o t t ,  g a i n i n g i n s i g h t s  i n t o  t h e  j o u r n ey
f r o m  u n d e r g r a d u a t e  t o  m e d i c a l  s t u d e n t

l i fe .  At  t h e  C o l l e g e  o f  P h a r m a c y,  t h e
s t u d e n t s  we r e  we l c o m e d  by D r.  Ju a n
B u s t a m a n t e  ( I n s t r u c t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t e

P r o fe s s o r  o f  P h a r m a c e u t i c a l  S c i e n c e s
a n d  D i r e c t o r  o f  R e c r u i t m e n t) ,  wh o

d e l ive r e d  a n  e n g a g i n g p r e s e n t a t i o n  o n
d i a b e t e s  r e s e a r c h  a n d  o p e n e d  d i s c u s s i o n s

o n  p a t hways  i n t o  t h e  P h a r m D  p r o g r a m .

THE UMA WAS ON FIRE!
DR.  DENNIS  E .
DANIELS,  MRS.

SHERYLLE FULLER,
AND UMA PRESIDENT,
KEELAND HARVILLE,

JOINED PV VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS FOR A
RED HOT SUMMERS

NIGHT ON AUGUST 23 ,
2025 ,  AND WERE
AWARDED THE

“UNSUNG HERO”
AWARD FOR THEIR

SERVICE TO THE
COMMUNITY.



GET-PHIT
Bootcamp

This summer, 12 UMA scholars, including all of the 
2024-2025 Jasper Scholars, participated in the GET PHIT (Gaining
Equity in Training for Public Health Informatics and Technology)

Summer Bootcamp hosted at PVAMU. The two-week program
brought together 30 students to learn how to address real-world

public health informatics challenges through teamwork, data
analysis, and innovation. The bootcamp opened with remarks

from Engineering Dean Dr. Obiomon, inspiring students to
approach data-driven health solutions with creativity and

collaboration.

The cohort’s hard work culminated at the GET PHIT Summit, held
on September 11, in Laredo, Texas, where UMA scholars Nyla

Holimon, Taylor Kilgore, and Jaycie Youngblood were awarded
Best Poster Presentations for their outstanding projects.

Mr. & Miss UMA 2025

Introducing the 2025 Mr. and
Miss UMA, Caleb Owens and

Kharys Grice! Caleb and Kharys
enjoyed their coronation

during PVAMU’s Homecoming
week and represented the UMA

with pride, leadership, and
excellence, truly embodying
the UMA’s commitment to

scholarship, service, and
success.
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UMA Research Lab Activities

T h e  Un d e r g r a d u a t e  Me d i c a l  Ac a d e my h o s t e d  a  P r a c t i c e  MC AT/ DAT E x a m  o n
S a t u r d ay,  O c t o b e r 4 t h ,  g iv i n g U M A S c h o l a r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y t o  p r a c t i c e  by t a k i n g

a  f u l l - l e n g t h ,  t i m e d  ex a m  i n  a  r e a l i s t i c  t e s t i n g  e nv i r o n m e n t .  T h i s  eve n t  h e l p e d
s t u d e n t s  g a u g e  t h e i r  r e a d i n e s s ,  i d e n t i f y s t r e n g t h s  a n d  a r e a s  fo r  i m p r ove m e n t ,

a n d  b u i l d  t h e  e n d u r a n c e  n e e d e d  fo r  s u c c e s s  o n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  MC AT a n d  DAT.

Practice MCAT/DAT Exam

The 2025-2026 Jasper Scholars practiced cell culture techniques and honed their lab and
research skills in the UMA’s BL-2 lab under the mentorship of Dr. Naznin Sultana. 

Dr. Sultana and UMA Scholar, Anisa Cole, also attended the Faculty-RISE program Kickoff .
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This Fall semester, 7 UMA
students participated in CERT
Training, where they learned

essential emergency
preparedness and response

skills. Throughout the sessions,
members received hands-on
instruction in CPR, first aid,

disaster response, and
emergency protocols, preparing
them to act effectively in crisis

situations. Pictured above:
Praise Amzat, Roy Gil, Nasya

Levi, Adela Maldonado, LaMiya
Plummer, Amaya Sanders, and

Jaycie Youngblood. 

Over the summer, UMA’s own Dr. Gail Brekke and Tenley Sablatzky attended the National CERT
Association Conference, expanding their expertise in emergency preparedness and completing

additional training to become CERT Program Managers. Dr. Brekke also taught a specialized course
on Wilderness Identification and First Aid, representing the UMA on a national stage.

Community Emergency Response Team
(CERT) Training
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UMA Pre-Matriculation (PREM)  2025
E a c h  s u m m e r,  t h e  Un d e r g r a d u a t e

Me d i c a l  Ac a d e my h o s t s  i t s  P r e -
M a t r i c u l a t i o n  ( P R E M )  P r o g r a m ,

we l c o m i n g t h e  n ewe s t  c l a s s  o f  U M A
s c h o l a r s  a n d  Ja s p e r  S c h o l a r s  i n t o  t h e

U M A f a m i ly.  T h i s  we e k l o n g ex p e r i e n c e
i n t r o d u c e s  s t u d e n t s  t o  t h e  Ac a d e my ’s

va l u e s ,  p r o fe s s i o n a l  ex p e c t a t i o n s ,  a n d
a c a d e m i c  c u l t u r e  w h i l e  h e l p i n g t h e m

d eve l o p  p r o fe s s i o n a l i s m ,  t i m e
m a n a g e m e n t ,  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p  s k i l l s

b e fo r e  t h e  s e m e s t e r  b e g i n s .

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r o g r a m ,  s t u d e n t s
h e a r d  i n s p i r i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  f r o m

c u r r e n t  U M A m e m b e r s ,  a l u m n i
p u r s u i n g p r o fe s s i o n a l  d e g r e e s ,  a n d

p r a c t i c i n g  U M A a l u m  p hys i c i a n s  w h o
s h a r e d  t h e i r  j o u r n eys  t h r o u g h  m e d i c a l
a n d  h e a l t h -r e l a t e d  f i e l d s .  I n t e r a c t ive

wo r k s h o p s  a n d  b o n d i n g a c t iv i t i e s
fo s t e r e d  a  s e n s e  o f  c a m a r a d e r i e  a m o n g

n ew m e m b e r s ,  c r e a t i n g  a  s t r o n g
fo u n d a t i o n  fo r  t h e i r  s u c c e s s  i n  U M A

a n d  b eyo n d .
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Crochet & Suturing Club

C R E AT I V I T Y I N  AC T ION:  T H E  U M A C RO C H E T &  S U T U R I NG C LU B
B R I NG S  ST U DE N T S  T O G E T H E R T O  C R A F T A N D  C ON N E C T.
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L E A R N I NG F ROM  T H E  E X P E RT S :  U M A S C HOL A R S  AT T E N DE D  A M I N I
G R A N D  ROU N D S  W I T H  DR .  DAV E  F L E T C H E R OF BA R RY U N I V E R S I T Y,

ON  S E P T E M B E R 1 0 T H .  F ROM  T H E  P RO G R A M ,  ST U DE N T S  GA I N E D
VA LUA B L E  A DV IC E  A N D  S U T U R I NG P R AC T IC E .

Mini Grand Rounds



WE LOVE IT WHEN OUR UMA ALUMNI RETURN TO CAMPUS! THEIR VISITS REMIND US
THAT UMA IS MORE THAN A PROGRAM; IT’S A LIFELONG COMMUNITY OF SUPPORT,

MENTORSHIP, AND SHARED PURPOSE. RECENTLY, WE WERE THRILLED TO WELCOME
BACK DR. SHAURYAR MANSOOR, MD, WORKING IN INTERNAL MEDICINE (UMA RUBY
CLASS OF 2012), SAHAR FATTANI, A MEDICAL STUDENT AT EDWARD VIA COLLEGE OF
OSTEOPATHIC MEDICINE, LOUISIANA CAMPUS (UMA ALEXANDRITE CLASS OF 2018),

AND LOUISA IDAH-OZE (UMA OPAL CLASS OF 2019). THEIR SUCCESS STORIES
CONTINUE TO INSPIRE THE NEXT GENERATION OF UMA SCHOLARS.

PAGE 13

I N S P I R I NG T H E  N E X T G E N E R AT ION:  U M A S U M M E R C OL L E G E  P R E P P RO G R A M
W E L C OM E D  H IG H  S C HO OL ST U DE N T S  I N T E R E ST E D  I N  H E A LT H  S C I E NC E  A N D

M E DIC I N E  F OR A F U N  A N D  E DUC AT IONA L W E E K-L ONG E X P E R I E NC E !



UPCOMING EVENTS
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SPOOKY FUN
AND

COMMUNITY
SPIRIT:  

UMA STUDENTS
ENJOYED

THEMSELVES
WHILE

VOLUNTEERING
AT A FESTIVE

TRUNK OR
TREAT THIS

HALLOWEEN AT
THE PRAIRIE

VIEW
VOLUNTEER

FIRE STATION.

PRACTICE MCAT/DAT EXAM15

FINAL DAY TO WITHDRAW
FROM COUSES WITH A “W”18

27-28 THANKSGIVING BREAK

1 LAST CLASS DAY

COMMUNITY SERVICE HOURS DUE

FINAL EXAMS

COMMENCEMENT

WINTER BREAK24-31

13

3-10

2

NOVEMBER

DECEMBER

14 UMA SCHOLARSHIP -  WRITING
REQUIREMENT DUE BY 5PM


