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  Announcements! 
I hope we all did well on our midterms. We are almost done with Zoom university; only 

about six weeks left. We got this!! Congratulations to the Jasper Scholars and 

sophomores and juniors who have been coated.  

“Be fearless. Have the courage to take risks. Go where there are no guarantees. Get 

out of your comfort zone even if it means being uncomfortable. The road less traveled 

is sometimes fraught with barricades, bumps, and uncharted terrain. But it is on that 

road where your character is truly tested And have the courage to accept that you’re not 

perfect: nothing is and no one is — and that’s OK.”   ― Katie Couric 

  

“The only person you are 

destined to become is 

the person you decide to 

be.” –Ralph Waldo 

Emerson 
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  UMA 2020 White Coat Ceremony 
The UMA 2020 White Coat Ceremony was on Friday, March 26, 2021, from 2pm-4pm, in the E. E. O’Banion Building (New 

Science), Room A101. All safety guidelines of the CDC’s and the University were followed. Masks were worn throughout the 

ceremony (except for individual pictures). Each student was coated by Dr. Daniels and Jasper Scholars were recognized. The 

recording can be accessed here: https://fb.me/e/25Ssh9DFd 

 

 

  

https://fb.me/e/25Ssh9DFd
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Happy Birthdays! 

 

Upcoming Events: 
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  UMA Student Spotlight 
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UMA Alumni Corner 
 

Dr. Jaron Swift graduated from Prairie View A&M University in 2008 with 

a Bachelor's in Biomedical Chemistry and Physics. During his undergrad 

years, Dr. Swift had innumerable research experiences. He received three 

NSF Research Experience for Undergraduates (REU) Awards on separate 

occasions from 2006-2008. Not only was he awarded the PVAMU 

Undergraduate Medical Academy Scholarship, but he also received 

departmental scholarships such as the PVAMU Dept. of Physics 

Scholarship and the PVAMU William E. Reid Chemistry Scholarship. 

After graduation, Dr. Swift was awarded a Graduate Research 

Assistantship at the University of South Florida, where he conducted 

experimental research related to the palmitoylation of the Ras protein. 

This protein is important in the field of cancer research, and pertains to 

cellular growth, survival, and differentiation. He had the opportunity to co-

author an abstract entitled, "A Family of Bioactive Lipids Inhibits the Saccharomyces cerevisiae Erf2/4 

Palmitoyl Acyl Transferase (PAT)." He went on to receive a Ph.D. in physical chemistry at Michigan State 

University, where he conducted theoretical quantum theory research that focused on the age of White 

Dwarf stars. 

Dr. Swift earned his doctorate in Osteopathy Medicine at Edward Via College of Osteopathic Medicine. 

He is a General Surgery Specialist in Southfield, MI, and board-certified in pain management by the 

Academy of Procedural Medicine Board (AAOPM) with training in interventional procedures. Dr. Jaron 

Swift, DO, works at a private practice, providing diagnosis and management for chronic pain patients 

suffering from a diverse range of conditions. 

 

 

 

 


