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SECTION 1. PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 
 

I.1.1 History and Mission 
 

History of the Institution: 
 

Prairie View A&M University is an “institution of the first class” as designated by the Constitution of the 
State of Texas. In 1983, the State of Texas passed a constitutional amendment facilitating Prairie View 
A&M University’s enhancement to this status under the governing board of the Texas A&M University 
System. Prairie View A&M University is the embodiment of 21st century education and is a model for 
higher education within both the State of Texas and beyond. 

 
As the second oldest public institution of higher education in Texas, Prairie View A&M University was 
founded under the Texas Constitution of 1876. On August 14, 1876, the Texas Legislature established 
the “Agricultural and Mechanical College of Texas for Colored Youths” and placed responsibility for its 
management with the Board of Directors of the Agricultural and Mechanical College located in College 
Station, Texas. Two short years later, on March 11, 1878, The A&M College of Texas for Colored Youths 
opened at Prairie View, Texas. 

 
Prairie View A&M has had a strong tradition of agricultural research and community service for over one 
hundred and thirty years. The University became a land grant college within the State of Texas (Morrill 
Act, 1890) and was established as a branch of the Agriculture Experiment Station (Hatch Act, 1887). 
Originally, the University’s curriculum was designated by the Texas Legislature to be that of a “Normal 
School” for the preparation and training of teachers. The Hatch and Morrill Acts allowed the University to 
expand its curriculum to include the arts and sciences, home economics, agriculture, mechanical arts, 
and nursing. By 1919, the University had a four-year senior college program, and by 1937 graduate 
studies were offered, including master’s degrees in agricultural economics, rural education, agricultural 
education, school administration and supervision, and rural sociology. 

 
In 1945, Prairie View Normal and Industrial College became Prairie View A&M University and the school 
was authorized to offer, “as need arises” all courses offered at the University of Texas. Two years later, 
the Texas Legislature changed the name again, this time to Prairie View A&M College of Texas and 
provided that “courses be offered in agriculture, the mechanics, arts, engineering, and the natural 
sciences connected therewith, together with any other courses authorized at Prairie View at the time of 
passage of this act, all of which shall be equivalent to those offered at the Agricultural and Mechanical 
College of Texas at College Station, Texas.” Finally, on August 27, 1973 the name of the institution was 
changed for the last time to Prairie View A&M University and its status as an independent unit of the 
Texas A&M University system was confirmed, thus cementing Prairie View as a cornerstone component 
of the A&M system. 

 
The University’s rich tradition of service was recognized and acknowledged once again eight years later 
when the Texas Legislature identified various statewide needs which the University should address. 
Included in the list were the imperatives to assist students of diverse ethnic and socio-economic 
backgrounds to realize their full potential, and to assist small and medium-sized communities and 
businesses in their growth and development. 

 

In 1983, the Texas Legislature proposed a constitutional amendment to restructure the Permanent 
University Fund to include Prairie View A&M University as a beneficiary of its proceeds. The Permanent 
University Fund is a perpetual endowment fund originally established in the Constitution of 1876 for the 
sole benefit of Texas A&M University and the University of Texas. It was this same amendment that 
recognized Prairie View A&M University as an “institution of the first class”. The amendment was 
approved by the voters on November 6, 1984. 

 
In January 1985, the Board of Regents of the Texas A&M University System responded to the 1984 
Constitutional Amendment by stating its intention that Prairie View A&M University become “an institution 
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nationally recognized in its areas of education and research.” The Board also resolved that the University 
receive its share of the available University Fund, as previously agreed to by Texas A&M University and 
the University of Texas. 

 

In October 2000, the Governor of Texas signed the Priority Plan, an agreement with the United States 
Department of Education Office of Civil Rights, to make Prairie View A&M University an educational asset 
accessible to all Texans. The Priority Plan mandates the creation of many new educational programs and 
facilities. It also requires removing language from the Institutional Mission Statement which might give the 
impression of excluding any Texan from attending Prairie View A&M University. 

 
Dr. George C. Wright was named as the seventh president of Prairie View A&M University in July 2003. In 
December of 2004, the University granted its first Ph.D. (Juvenile Justice). At present, the University’s 
enrollment exceeds 8,000 including more than 2,000 graduate students. Students come from throughout 
the United States as well as many foreign countries. In the last five years, 5,970 degrees were awarded, 
including more than 2,400 graduate degrees. During the University’s 130-year history, some 46,000 
academic degrees have been awarded. Prairie View A&M University’s history is one of tradition, culture, 
courage and inspiration. The University leverages the spirit that permeates that history to help define 
education in the 21st century and to forge leaders empowered with the knowledge and dedication to build 
our shared future. 

 
Mission of the Institution: 

 

A member of the Texas A&M University System, Prairie View A&M University is dedicated to fulfilling its 
land-grant mission of achieving excellence in teaching, research and service. It is committed to 
succeeding in each component of its mission by addressing issues and proposing solutions through 
programs and services designed to respond to the needs and aspirations of individuals, families, 
organizations, agencies, schools, and communities--both rural and urban. 

 
Prairie View A&M University is a state-assisted, public, comprehensive land grant institution of higher 
education, serving a diverse ethnic and socio-economic population. Having been designated by the 
Texas Constitution as one of the three "institutions of the first class" (1984), the University is committed to 
preparing undergraduates in a range of careers including, but not limited to engineering, computer 
science, natural sciences, architecture, construction science, business, technology, criminal justice, the 
humanities, education, agricultural sciences, nursing, mathematics, and the social sciences. The 
University is committed to advanced education through the master's degree in education, engineering, 
architecture, natural sciences, nursing, selected social sciences, agriculture, business, and human 
sciences. The University is also committed to expanding its advanced educational offerings to include 
multiple doctoral programs. 

 
Prairie View A&M University seeks to invest in programs and services that address issues and challenges 
affecting the diverse ethnic and socio-economic population of Texas and the larger society including the 
global arena. Though the University's service area has generally extended throughout Texas and the 
world, the University's target service area for offering undergraduate and graduate programs of study 
includes the Texas Gulf Coast Region; the rapidly growing residential and commercial area known as the 
Northwest Houston Corridor; and urban Texas centers likely to benefit from Prairie View A&M University's 
specialized programs and initiatives in nursing, juvenile justice, architecture, construction science, 
education, and social work. The University's public service programs, offered primarily through the 
Cooperative Extension Program, target the State of Texas, including both rural and urban counties. The 
University's research foci include extending knowledge in all disciplines offered and incorporating 
research-based experiences in both undergraduate and graduate students' academic development. 

 
History of the Program: 

 

Architectural studies at Prairie View A&M University began over ninety-five years ago with classes being 
offered in drafting and building construction. Two instructors in architecture were added in the 1940’s, and 
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by 1947, the Board of Regents approved a School of Engineering program. This re-organization included 
a plan for the development of a Department of Architecture which would offer a four-year degree in 
Architectural-Engineering, as well as new facilities with space allocated to the Department. In 1972, the 
program was changed to a five-year Bachelor of Architecture degree and in 1977 the first professional 
Bachelor of Architecture degrees were awarded. 

 
In 1986, the Board of Regents changed the name of the School to the “College of Engineering and 
Architecture”. Subsequently, the Architecture program gained membership in the Association of 
Collegiate Schools of Architecture (ACSA). In June of 1992, the Architecture program received its initial 
accreditation from the National Architectural Accrediting Board (NAAB) and it has maintained 
accreditation since that time. 

 
Accreditation was a major step for the Architecture program. Following this accomplishment, the 
University experienced a re-organization that created the Division of Art and Architecture. The re- 
organization efforts subsequently merged the two Departments (Art and Architecture) and placed an 
Associate Dean as the head. Thereafter, following strong resolution and forceful action from within the 
University, coupled with recommendations by the most recent accreditation visit (February, 1998), the 
Division of Art and Architecture was re-structured to become the School of Architecture. The School 
appointed its own dean and established a status equal to that of other schools and colleges from within 
the University. 

 

In 2002, the Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board (THECB) approved a five-year combined 
Bachelor of Science (4-year) pre-professional degree and Master of Architecture (1 to 1.5-year) 
professional degree, to replace the previous five-year Bachelor of Architecture degree. The Master of 
Community Development degree was approved in 2001 and the Bachelor of Science in Construction 
Science was added in 2003. On August 15, 2005, the School of Architecture moved into the Nathelyne 
Kennedy Architecture and Art Building - a 105,000 square foot, high profile addition to the Prairie View 
A&M University campus. A new degree program in Digital Media Arts was added in 2014. At present, the 
School of Architecture offers undergraduate degrees in architecture, construction science and digital 
media arts, including graduate degrees in architecture and community development. In anticipation of the 
growing enrollment of architecture students in the School, and to meet the needs of technological 
advances within the realm of design fabrication, a new Design Fabrication Lab (25,000 square foot facility 
adjacent to the School of Architecture) is under construction to be completes in January 2018. 

 
Mission of the Program: 

 

The Architecture program strives to use design thinking and creative problem solving to address the 
issues faced by contemporary society. We integrate this approach into how we teach our students, the 
research that we produce, and the services that we provide to our communities. The overarching vision 
for the Architecture program is to prepare our graduates to actively participate in the contemporary milieu, 
encourage and anticipate paradigm shifts, and respond to change in the local, national and international 
communities. 

 

With programs in four disciplines – Architecture, Construction Science, Community Development and 
Digital Media Arts, including two research centers – Texas Institute for the Preservation of History and 
Culture (TIPHC), and Community Urban and Rural Enhancement Service (CURES), the School of 
Architecture is committed to its core mission of excellence in teaching, research and service. The 
Architecture program will accomplish its mission by: 
1. Offering a diverse, interdisciplinary and rigorous curriculum led by an accomplished faculty in a 

comprehensive studio and classroom environment; 
2. Challenging students to develop their abilities in problem solving, creative thinking, and informed 

decision-making as a focus of their professional education; 
3. Engendering a nurturing and student-centered environment – one that fosters personal development 

and professional excellence; 
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4. Educating students in skills and knowledge required to improve the quality of the built environment on 
both a national and international level. 

5. Preparing students to assume leadership roles in the professional practice of architecture. 
 

The Bachelor of Science in Architecture (pre-professional) degree and Master of Architecture 
(professional) degree embody a curriculum that is focused on a combination of project-based learning as 
well as traditional lecture-test environments. The Bachelor of Science degree provides the common 
ground for studies in architecture. It is intended to cover the basic content for the preparation of an 
educated architect and to lead to the professional degree at the graduate level. The Master of 
Architecture degree prepares students for roles in the profession of architecture by building on the 
content of the pre-professional degree through intensive and focused advanced studies in the field of 
architectural practice and design. The required curriculum for the Master of Architecture degree has 36 
minimum credit hours, 15 of which are design studios, 15 lecture/seminar/internship credits, and 6 hours 
of free electives. 

 
The School of Architecture hosts two unique institutes that are central to both the mission and the vision 
of the Program and the University. These include: 1) Texas Institute for the Preservation of History and 
Culture (TIPHC); and 2) Community Urban and Rural Enhancement Service Center (CURES). Both 
institutes play a key role in contributing to the mission of the University. The TIPHC serves as a research 
center for the University and the School of Architecture. The Institute integrates multiple disciplines and a 
wide range of knowledge (e.g., oral history, historic preservation) with comprehensive documentation 
reflecting the historical influence of large scale and small scale communities in Texas. The Institute also 
views indigenous culture, architecture and community development as potentially symbiotic; it moves 
beyond the tripartite disciplines to a search for ways to educate the community and to actively regenerate 
human understanding. CURES focuses on the survey and documentation of the built environment as it 
pertains to the legacies of culturally specific communities. Through collaboration with the programs in the 
School, CURES is able to deliver a comprehensive, holistic approach to problem-solving that assists 
neighborhoods, local governing bodies, organizations, and citizens with their visions, within the context of 
comprehensive community planning and the built environment. CURES is also integrated in many of the 
University’s wide-scale service learning activities that involve students of all disciplines with the primary 
goal of enhancing rural and urban communities. Details of CURES Center projects are available at: 
Dropbox File 37 - CURES Center - Projects. 

 
The Program’s Benefit to the Institution: 

 

The Architecture building, completed in 2005, was designed by architect Michael Rotondi, FAIA, Roto 
Architects, and serves as the gateway to the greater University campus. Designed around the concepts of 
memory and laboratory, the building is an expression of the creativity and culture within, and attracts 
prospective students, parents, and other visitors alike. The Architecture Program benefits the School of 
Architecture and Prairie View A&M University as a whole. It attracts to campus divers students who are 
passionate about their culture, profession, and key issues affecting the built environment. The depth of 
knowledge the students have supports undergraduate learning. These students contribute in the 
classroom, in student organizations, and in student leadership positions across the University. 

 

The faculty play key roles and make significant contributions to the TIPHC and CURES centers, housed 
within the School. These centers and the Program’s contributions to them are critical to the success of the 
University as a whole. The Program benefits the University through its publicly advertised and publicly 
accessible Architecture Lecture Series. The School invites a diverse mix of professionals, academics, and 
public figures to campus under the auspices of these public lectures. In addition, faculty are frequent 
contributors to the formulation of research grants, support the evaluation of grant proposals, and have 
been instrumental in steering several study abroad programs on behalf of the University. 

 
Within the context of twenty-first century architecture-related education in the United States, the Bachelor 
of Science in Architecture and Master of Architecture degrees in the School of Architecture structure their 
courses of study around three inter-related core values including, but not limited to: 
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1. Creating Leaders: The future of the built environment will be determined by the leaders created today. 
Leadership requires responsibility, accountability, determination, and tenacity. The Program provides 
resources for the students and fosters responsibility and accountability through explicit requirements 
within the curriculum. Determination and tenacity are recognized and rewarded annually at the 
Awards Banquet that honors exemplary and high performing students. 

2. Primacy of Knowledge: Knowledge and creativity are the currency of the twenty-first century. 
Information has become ubiquitous through the proliferation of technology. Knowledge is the practical 
application of information. The Program focuses its course of study on the use of information in the 
creation of knowledge. Design decisions are based on knowledge, which is created through critical 
thinking that employs available information. 

3. Situational Experience: The embodied experience is the foundation of the design studio. Through 
experience, the studio develops knowledge in the multiple facets of architecture. Students are 
required to assimilate information into knowledge and make design decisions based upon it. This is 
done in a structured and positive environment in which students are allowed to learn from both 
successes and failures. 

 
Benefits of the Institution to the Program: 

 

The University contributes to the education of students in the School of Architecture in multiple ways. As 
a Historically Black College and University (HBCU), Prairie View A&M University serves a minority yet 
diverse student population. This is widely understood by students and prospective applicants in the 
School of Architecture who know they will be able to find a supportive community when they arrive on 
campus in addition to a high quality education. These elements are a distinct advantage to the Program 
as it recruits applicants from the global community. 

 
The University’s rigor, high expectations and diligence at all levels of faculty review towards tenure and 
promotion is an advantage to the Program – it assures the presence of highly qualified faculty from 
around the world, and serves as an invaluable aid in recruiting applicants to the Program. In addition, the 
University’s unique location (43 miles northwest of Houston, Texas) affords architectural students several 
distinct opportunities. The University is situated in a rural context which engenders a unique educational 
environment, somewhat isolated from urban complexity. Yet, given its proximity to greater Houston, the 
connection to an urban architectural context remains easily accessible. 

 

Within the context of twenty-first century higher education in the United States, the University seeks to 
provide a high quality educational experience for students who, upon completion of the Bachelor of 
Science in Architecture and/or Master of Architecture degrees possess self-sufficiency and professional 
competences. This experience is imbued by the Institution’s core values including, but not limited to: 
1. Access and Quality: Prairie View A&M University will provide equal educational opportunity to 

increasing numbers of persons from unserved and underserved populations residing primarily among 
the economically and socially bypassed in the society; further, the University will provide educational 
programs designed to prepare all graduates to compete successfully in the graduate and 
professional schools as well as in the labor force. 

2. Diversity: Prairie View A&M University will sustain its commitment to recruit, enroll, educate, and 
graduate students and to employ and advance faculty and staff without regard to age, ethnicity, 
gender, national origin, socioeconomic background, or educationally unrelated handicap; further, the 
University will offer challenges to both the academically talented and the under-prepared who arrive 
in college with ability, but without college-ready achievement. 

3. Leadership: Prairie View A&M University will stimulate, initiate, and implement programs and services 
to both inspire and guide students, faculty, and staff in developing their self-confidence, self- 
discipline, and other requisites to becoming successful leaders in their professions and in their 
communities; further, the University will offer campus-based and distance education programs to 
enhance the life chances for persons in its service areas. 

4. Relevance: Prairie View A&M University will respond to the need for highly literate, technologically 
competent graduates educated to excel in the 21st century work force; further, the University will 
extend the products of its research and service to address concerns and solve problems such as 
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violence, abuse and misuse; drug and alcohol abuse; mental, physical, and psychological neglect; 
environmental injustice; and other forms of social dissonance that compromise the quality of life for 
the citizenry. 

5. Social Responsibility: Prairie View A&M University will promote active participation in constructive 
social change through volunteerism, leadership, and civic action on the part of its faculty, staff, and 
students; further, the University will utilize channels available for influencing public policy on the local, 
state, national, and international levels. 

 
Encouraging Holistic Development: 

 

The Architecture Program encourages the holistic development of young professionals through the 
following: 1) Exposure to the diverse nature of the faculty in the program; 2) Multitude of course offerings 
at the undergraduate level; and 3) Curriculum required professional internship and comprehensive project 
studio process at the graduate level. 

 
As of this writing, the Architecture Program has successfully attracted a diverse faculty body (with 
relevant industry-related experience) from over nine countries outside the United States including, but not 
limited to Syria, Egypt, Kenya, Nigeria, India, Korea, Colombia, Mexico, Nicaragua, and Brazil. Given the 
relatively small faculty body that comprises the Architecture Program, the high percentage of faculty with 
international background serves as a tremendous resource in terms of offering richness and diversity to 
the educational experience of students in the Program. Students are able to benefit from, and glean a 
plethora of diverse perspectives as a result of this rich mix of faculty background and experience. 

 
Students at the undergraduate level are provided with the opportunity to enroll in a wide range of liberal 
arts and architecture related courses. The Bachelor of Science in Architecture (Professional Track) 
requires students to complete a total of 132 credit hours, of which 81 credit hours are architecture related. 
The remaining 51 credit hours are comprised of core curriculum courses (non-architecture related) as well 
as electives. As part of the University core curriculum, students are required to complete courses in other 
areas across the University including, Mathematics, English, History, Political Science, Physical Science, 
Finance/Economics, and Social and Behavioral Science. In addition, students are afforded the 
opportunity to take a total of 18 credit hours as electives. Further, the Architecture and Construction 
Science Programs have established a double major option that allows students to simultaneously secure 
the Bachelor of Science in Architecture as well as the Bachelor of Science in Construction Science. 

 
The curriculum at the graduate level requires that all students enroll and complete a six credit-hour 
professional internship course. This experience typically takes the form of an approved summer 
internship in an architecture office, the building construction industry or a planning or public service 
agency or approved foreign study program. Appropriate documentation of the experience is required from 
all students completing the internship. The internship allows students to receive a grounded and well- 
rounded holistic experience, in a professional setting, as they learn proper procedures and methods to be 
employed full time upon graduation. 

 
The comprehensive project studio is a two-semester process and commences during the fall semester 
with a 3 credit hour research seminar. Students completing the seminar produce a detailed document 
(bound in the form of a printed book) which provides the research background and programming content 
required for the design project to be accomplished in the comprehensive project studio during spring 
semester. The research seminar enables each student to articulate the unique nature, scope, supporting 
scholarship, case studies, goals, and criteria that underpin work to be completed in the comprehensive 
project studio. During the following spring semester, as part of the 9 credit hour comprehensive project 
studio, the students act as project manager, and project designer, to design and develop their proposed 
project according to the goals and criteria stated in the bound document produced in the research 
seminar. It is through this process that the full resources of the Program and University are brought to 
bear. At the end of the semester, the students present their design projects to visiting practitioners, faculty 
and students in the Architecture Program. The comprehensive project studio process highlights and 
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emphasizes the intensity, rigor, and holistic base of knowledge required for successuful completion of the 
NAAB accredited Master of Architecture degree. 

 

I.1.2 Learning Culture 

 
The culture for growth and learning at the University and Program levels is a stellar example of the 
educational practices of a land grant institution serving the state of Texas. The learning culture fosters 
intellectual and personal excellence while maintaining rigorous levels of academic and professional 
integrity. Syllabi for all courses taught in the Program contain all TAMUS System, Prairie View A&M 
University, and School of Architecture policies regarding academic integrity, cheating, plagiarism, and 
conformance with the Americans with Disabilities Act. The Student Handbook publicly displays all grade 
appeal policies and grievance procedures. A detailed explanation of the learning culture is publicly 
available in the Student Handbook at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/resources/ 
 

The Architecture program faculty is required by the Texas A&M University System to complete policy 
training periodically and to renew the training each time a substantial policy change occurs. This training 
includes FERPA, Privacy, Discrimination, Waste and Misuse of property, Information Systems, 
Reimbursement Procedures, Title XI, and others. Faculty members are required to submit a printed copy 
of the training transcript during annual performance evaluations to stay in compliance. A broad spectrum 
of processes, policies and grievance procedures related with faculty and staff is publicly available in the 
Faculty Handbook at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/resources/ 
 

Studio Culture: 
 

Development of the studio culture has been a priority for the design faculty and the student leaders at 
Prairie View because so much of professional behavior is molded and modeled in the design studio. The 
studio culture policy for the Architecture Program was developed and is maintained with input from 
students and faculty. The policy has gone through several iterations. The most recent was initiated in fall 
2016 and refined thereafter, in spring 2017. During the revision period, the Program invited all 
architecture students and faculty to consider, comment, and offer updates and revisions to the policy. 
Through the collaborative efforts of the faculty and students a succinct and concise model for studio 
culture has been created and implemented. Students, faculty and staff are presented with the full printed 
studio culture policy at the beginning of each semester during a School-wide meeting and have it 
discussed with them as part of the proceedings. Further, the School of Architecture studio culture policy is 
posted in each studio as part of the studio setting. In addition, the studio culture policy is available online 
in the “Student Handbook” at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/resources/ 
 

Through meetings with faculty and student leaders it was determined that lengthy documents were read 
by students, but immediately ignored or forgotten. Therefore the students, led by the AIAS members, 
collaborated with the faculty to create a document that succinctly captured the core values of the design 
studio in the Architecture program and expressed them in a simple and efficacious manner. The 
motivation behind the effort that created the current studio culture policy was poignant brevity. Ten core 
values were identified and traced to their Latin roots and titled Nota Bene, which literally means “note 
well” and in contemporary English has evolved to connote emphatic instruction to the reader to pay close 
attention to what is being presented. The following ten Latin words constitute the studio culture policy of 
the Architecture program – Note Bene: 

1. Veneratio - Respect: for yourself and for the opinion, effort, and property of others. 

2. Sermo - Dialogue: engage in discussion; consider current trends, events and change. 
3. Rimor - Examine: investigative research, study and exploratory reflection. 
4. Curiositas - Inquisitive: Inspire intellectual curiosity; ask the relevant questions. 
5. Perseptum - Learn: Quest for lifelong learning, knowledge and pursuit of goals. 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/resources/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/resources/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/resources/
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6. Accommodo - Adapt: modify and change to accommodate our dynamic profession. 
7. Communicare - Participate: give objective critique and dialogue; accept criticism. 
8. Audio - Hear: be willing to listen carefully to other opinions before speaking. 
9. Pondera - Equilibrium: balance between study, work, recreating and rest. 
10. Professio - Professionalism: be conscientious, in dress, speech, attire, conduct and affiliations. 
A detailed explanation of each of these ten core values is available at: Dropbox File 01 – Studio Culture 
Policy. 

 
Assessment of Learning Culture Policies: 

 

The Architecture program engages in ongoing and integrated research-based planning and evaluation 
processes that: (1) incorporate a systemic review of institutional and program mission, goals, and 
outcomes; (2) result in continuing improvement in institutional and program quality; and (3) demonstrate 
the institution and program is effectively accomplishing their mission. The overall assessment of the 
efficacy of learning culture policies lies in the performance of the educational framework of the 
Architecture program itself. This forms the basis for achieving institutional effectiveness related with 
assessment of learning culture policies. 

 
The University requires each program to complete an assessment plan articulating the mission, 
outcomes, and measures with achievement targets, and to update the action plan by August of each 
academic year using the Taskstream LAT/LAT (Accountability Management System and Learning 
Achievement Tools) process. The assessment cycle includes the following steps: (1) Write expected 
outcomes; (2) Establish criteria and strategies for success; (3) Assess the performance of students or the 
program against the established criteria; (4) View assessment results and findings; and (5) Effect 
improvements through actions designed to increase learning for students or other program performance. 

 

Assessment of learning culture of the Architecture program via the Taskstream tool leans heavily on 
performance evaluations of students in the program. Program outcomes for assessment include: (1) 
Preparing students in performance criteria listed in the four realms of NAAB SPC; (2) Increase student 
satisfaction with overall learning experience in Architecture Program; and (3) Increase student interest in 
pursuing licensure for professional practice in the US. In addition, the Architecture program contributes to 
overall institutional effectiveness by assessing the following core curriculum outcomes: (1) Critical 
Thinking; (2) Communication; (3) Teamwork; (4) Social Responsibility; and (5) Personal Responsibility. 
Specific goals, objectives and university strategic plan context from the Taskstream tool for the 
Architecture program is available at: Dropbox File 02 - Architecture Program Assessment Plan. 

 
I.1.3 Social Equity 

 
As Land Grant institutions, the Texas A&M University System (TAMUS) and Prairie View A&M University 
have clear guidelines with regard to all aspects of social equity. Policies on equal opportunity in hiring and 
employment practices are administered by TAMUS and are publicly available at: 

https://www.tamus.edu/legal/ethics-and-compliance/equal-opportunity/ 
 

At Prairie View A&M University, the Office of Equal Opportunity is led by the Vice President for 
Administration and Chief of Staff (see Office of Administration at: 

           http://www.pvamu.edu/titleix/eeo/about-us/ 
 

To ensure compliance, all faculty and staff searches are conducted via the Office of Equal Opportunity 
and in conjunction with school appointed faculty/staff committees. This collaboration ensures that search 
processes conform to system and university equal opportunity and affirmative action policies, as well as 
adheres to the Program’s dedication to diversity in filling faculty and staff appointments. The Architecture 
program makes every effort to distribute advertisements for new positions and invests considerable effort 
into recruiting new faculty and staff. The Architecture program uses multiple sources to advertise new 
positions including ACSA, HigherEd and the PVAMU employment portal. Announcements of open tenure- 
track faculty positions are also sent to accredited architecture programs in the United States. Re- 

https://www.tamus.edu/legal/ethics-and-compliance/equal-opportunity/
http://www.pvamu.edu/titleix/eeo/about-us/
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appointments for tenure-track faculty are made by the Dean of the School with the approval of the 
Provost upon the recommendation of the School’s Tenure, Promotion, and Retention Committee, and in 
accordance with University’s policies. A detailed explanation of PVAMU’s academic freedom, 
responsibility, and tenure procedure is available at: Dropbox File 03 - Academic Freedom, Responsibility, 
and Tenure Procedure. A detailed explanation of the School’s tenure and promotion policy is available at: 
Dropbox File 04 - Tenure and Promotion Policy. 

 
The School of Architecture adheres to all TAMUS and PVAMU guidelines related with diversity planning, 
accountability, advocacy and incentives. The Architecture program is an active participant in growing the 
diverse academic culture of Prairie View A&M University. All outreach and diversity endeavors for the 
School of Architecture are led centrally by the Dean of the School in collaboration with program Directors 
and the Director of Student Services. Via collaborative efforts, these individuals assist in recruiting 
students, faculty, and staff, organize focused events, and keep the constant efforts at establishing a 
diverse faculty, student, and staff community visible. The institution’s policies and procedures relative to 
EEO/AA for faculty, staff, and students are available on the University website at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/titleix/eeo/eeoaa-resources/ 
 

I.1.4 Defining Perspectives 

 
Collaboration and Leadership: 

 

Prairie View A&M University is dedicated to excellence in teaching, research and service. Its activities 
include a range of academic programs encompassing undergraduate and graduate education in seven 
distinct Colleges and the School of Architecture. Together, the Colleges and the School of Architecture at 
the University offer bachelors, masters, and doctoral degrees in over sixty majors and fields of study. The 
University conducts basic and applied research in its colleges as well as through a number of centers. In 
keeping with available collaborative resources across the University, students enrolled in the Architecture 
program are prepared to understand the diverse and collaborative roles assumed by architects in 
practice, and to understand the diverse and collaborative roles and responsibilities of related disciplines. 
A comprehensive list of student accomplishments exemplifying collaboration and leadership in design 
excellence is available at: Dropbox File 34 - Student Design Competition Awards. 

 
Students in the Architecture program participate fully in university governance and leadership efforts 
through representation on various committees and councils. Along with activities of active chapters of the 
AIAS, CSI, NOMAS, Women in Architecture, and Tau Sigma Delta, students in the School participate in 
many formal and informal university opportunities. These include student government, fraternities, 
sororities, and many sports and social activities. Student participation in these organizations augment the 
collaborative vitality of the program by providing special activities, thereby opening avenues for personal 
growth and offering opportunities for the development of leadership qualities. More recently, architecture 
students in conjunction with School administrators, faculty, and staff have collaborated extensively with 
Kirksey Architects to provide a vision for the new Design Fabrication Center, to be completed in 2018. Via 
this collaborative and interactive experience, students have been able to make significant contributions to 
the planning and design of the new facility. 

 
The Architecture program in the School of Architecture offers core curriculum courses for the entire 
University. These include: (1) Architecture Design I; (2) Introduction to Multimedia Computing; (3) History 
and Theory of Architecture I; and (4) History and Theory of Architecture II. Of these, Architecture Design I 
specifically requires student assignments that encourage and evaluate the criteria of “Teamwork” as a 
university core curriculum component. These courses, particularly the History and Theory of Architecture 
offerings, bring a number of students from outside the Architecture program and the School of 
Architecture. Within this context, students from the Architecture program are provided the opportunity to 
interact and collaborate with students from outside the Architecture program and the School of 
Architecture in a classroom setting. As of this writing, the Architecture program offers a unique 18 credit- 
hour “Minor in Architecture” to all students enrolled in other programs, departments, and colleges in the 
University. Students in the Architecture program also actively collaborate with students and faculty from 

http://www.pvamu.edu/titleix/eeo/eeoaa-resources/
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other programs, departments, and colleges on campus through many requests for design help, co- 
operative design, and academic and research efforts. 

 

Students in the Architecture program have collaborated extensively with students from other program in 
the School of Architecture, particularly the Construction Science program, in terms of participatory efforts 
related with student competitions, student presentations and other student-related events. Such 
collaborative and leadership efforts on the part of students in the School of Architecture are fostered and 
encouraged by all faculty, staff, and administrators in the School. Since the previous NAAB visit, students 
in the Architecture program have actively collaborated, participated, and have won several distinguished 
awards at the local, regional, and national level. These student accomplishments highlight the relevance 
and focus of the Architecture program on collaboration and leadership in terms of student experiences. A 
detailed list of student accomplishments exemplifying collaboration and leadership is available at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/category/news/ 
 

The school has expanded its role in public education by participating in a summer discovery program for 
high school students that has been offered for the past several summers. This program, which is done in 
cooperation with Prairie View A&M University, offers a two week introduction to architecture through 
projects, lectures, discussions, computer usage, and field trips. Several students from Texas and across 
the United States have participated in the program each summer. In addition, the School now hosts the 
Architecture Concept Institute (ACI), which offers incoming freshmen the opportunity to take their initial 
design classes in an intense design-based environment in the summer following their high school 
graduation. 

 

Design: 
 

Students enrolled in the Architecture program are prepared to develop the habit of lifelong learning 
related with the creative process of design. The program endeavors to provide students with a strong 
foundation of processes related with “design thinking” in conjunction with the theory and practice of 
architecture. As a studio-based curriculum, the program centers on architecture design as the foundation 
for integrating all knowledge. The Bachelor of Science in Architecture (pre-professional) degree and 
Master of Architecture (professional) degree, taken together require students to complete a total of ten 
architecture design studios, beginning with Architetcure Design I (i.e., the study of the basic elements of 
design in both two and three dimensions) to Comprehensive Project Studio (i.e., comprehensive design 
project based on research and programming). The Architecture program is committed to a professional 
design culture that values the distinctiveness, diversity, and dignity of each of its students. The 
professional culture of the studio and classroom encourages curiosity, initiative, and disciplined resolution 
of project propositions. The faculty model lifelong learning behaviors through the currency of the content 
and sources they bring to discussions, lectures, presentations and critiques. 

 

Courses in technical systems have been developed to give the students sufficient knowledge of structural 
concepts and materials, including their behavior and limitations. Other curriculum objectives have been 
developed to acquaint the students with the principles of electrical and mechanical use in buildings. 
Issues of health, safety, accessibility and human needs in general, including compliance with relevant 
codes and standards, are incorporated into design projects. The critical element of ethical responsibility of 
the professional architect is discussed in the professional practice course and in the design courses. Most 
poignantly, these issues are regularly highlighted and discussed in design juries. Within the design studio 
setting and in classrooms, emphasis is placed on the individual student and his/her particular needs, and 
students are supported by a strong commitment to academic counseling, teaching and other direct 
involvement between students and faculty. 

 

Faculty in the Architecture program encourage students to take advantage of elective courses within the 
University to broaden their horizons in business management, art, engineering, finance, behavioral 
sciences and juvenile criminal justice. Students in their freshmen and sophomore years take a series of 
university core curriculum courses, which include Mathematics, English, History, Political Science, 
Physical Science, Finance/Economics, and Social and Behavioral Science. Architecture courses begin in 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/category/news/
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the freshmen year and increase in number and intensity during the third year. Habits of intellectual 
explorations, reflection and critical thinking can be learned in the context of the design studios. Efforts are 
consistently and constantly made (via several assessment processes) in the studios to enrich the 
explorative and reflective aspect of architectural design courses as a way of balancing the strong 
practical, technical and factual aspects inherent in the lecture components of the program. Further, faculty 
members are diligent in assigning projects which challenge the students with theoretical investigations as 
well as with actual situations. This is done to ensure that student experiences range from the abstract and 
theoretical to the grounded and practical. In addition, the faculty are engaged in various design research, 
practice, or service activities which model for the student both scholarly and professional behaviors. 

 

Professional Opportunity: 
 

Preparation for joining the profession is a high priority for the Architecture program. Students enrolled in 
the Architecture program are prepared: to emerge as leaders in the academic setting and the profession; 
to practice in a global economy; to understand the breadth of professional opportunities; to respect client 
expectations; to make thoughtful, deliberate, and informed choices upon graduation; and to contribute to 
the growth and development of the profession. Within this context, the program endeavors to provide 
education of high quality which, when supplemented by practical experience, will enable the graduate to 
practice architecture with a high level of competence and responsibility. 

 
The curriculum is intended to provide a comprehensive understanding of the knowledge and abilities 
required for professional practice as a licensed architect. Various facets of professional responsibilities 
and opportunities are woven into the design studios and lecture courses. In the Professional Practice 
class, issues of ethics, professional conduct, internship requirements, and licensure are discussed both 
by the professor and by invited guest lecturers. This course taught by a lead practitioner, sets a standard 
of professional interest. The 6 semester credit hour Internship course available to students provides 
another opportunity for professional enrichment. Graduate and upper level design studios reinforce the 
regulatory discussion in lecture classes making evidence of compliance with accessibility, life safety, and 
other regulatory frameworks required in the professional practice of architecture. 

 
An active chapter of the American Institute of Architecture Students (AIAS) serves student-directed 
interests in the profession quite well by bringing guests of their choice to campus. Students travel to and 
participate in the national Grass Roots conferences, the NOMAS conferences, the AIAS regional 
conference, and CSI national and regional conferences. In addition, with a significant proportion of the 
faculty being actively engaged in various aspects of practice and the wide-ranging utilization of 
practitioners as participants in lecture series and on juries, the students have many opportunities to 
gauge the opportunities, potentials and challenges of the practice of architecture. 

 

Students enrolled in the Architecture program are provided with a sound preparation for the transition to 
internship and licensure within the context of professional practice. Upper-level students are encouraged 
to join the Architectural Experience Program (AXP) to begin documenting their experience before 
graduation and to ensure a balanced development of ethical standards, professional skills, and training 
required to qualify for licensure. This also ensures personal and professional growth and development. 
The Director of the Construction Science program (Dr. Bruce Bockhorn) has been appointed and trained 
as the NCARB AXP coordinator for the Architecture Program to disseminate information and assist 
students in this process. The coordinator in conjunction with invited guest speakers conducts 
presentations every semester to apprise students of changes and developments in the architectural 
licensing process. 

 
Stewardship of the Environment: 

 

The Architecture program provides students with a systems-based approach to designing for 
sustainability in the built environment. The curriculum focuses on developing a comprehensive 
understanding of the built environment, the natural environment and the social environment as an 
interdependent ecology. Coursework related with sustainability is designed to develop the critical thinking 



Prairie View A&M University 

Architecture Program Report 
September 2017 

17 

 

 

 

skills, technical skills and community engagement skills required for the ecologically responsible practice 
of architecture and related disciplines. 

 

The program at present offers three courses related with sustainability: (1) Sustainable Building; (2) Net 
Zero Energy Design I; and (3) Net Zero Energy Design II. The Sustainable Building course addresses 
issues facing the design and construction industry in creating, building, and maintaining high performance 
buildings, including analysis, green building rating systems of the USGBC’s LEED system and the DOE’s 
Energy Star program. The Net Zero Energy Design I course addresses passive and active design 
strategies for reducing energy use in buildings, including on-site renewable energy to achieve net zero. 
The Net Zero Energy Design II course covers Passive House Certification principles and methodologies 
including design strategies, energy modeling, and construction details & processes. More importantly, 
Architecture Design VII and VIII focus on sustainability as a core learning component, where students are 
encouraged to bring together and apply all knowledge related with environmental stewardship. 

 
As of this writing, the program has submitted proposals to the University Academic Council for approval of 
three addition courses to widen and strengthen the sequence of sustainability course offerings. These 
include: (1) Ecology and Man; (2) Regenerative Design; and (3) Energy Modeling. The Ecology and Man 
course will delve into theoretical frameworks for understanding how the physical and cultural constructs of 
mankind are integral to the natural world, for the purpose of developing the systems thinking skills that 
are required to sustain life. The Regenerative Design course will address integrated frameworks for 
developing regenerative capabilities in the products of design, the process of design, and the individuals 
who engage in design. The Energy Modeling course will train students to utilize energy, solar, and 
hydrothermal modeling software to determine how to cost effectively achieve high performing buildings. 
Students enrolled in the Architecture program are prepared via external opportunities to recognize the 
positive impact of design on the environment. Since the previous NAAB visit, students in the Architecture 
program have participated and have won several distinguished awards related with sustainability at the 
regional and national level. A detailed list of student accomplishments exemplifying stewardship of the 
environment is available at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/category/news/ 
 

Community and Social Responsibility: 
 

Students enrolled in the Architecture program are prepared: to be active, engaged citizens; to be 
responsive to the needs of a changing world; to acquire the knowledge needed to address pressing social 
and economic challenges through design and responsible professional practice; to understand the ethical 
implications of their decisions; to effectively reconcile interests and differences between the architect’s 
obligation to the client and the general public; and to foster an ethos of civic engagement, including a 
commitment to professional and public service. The program continues to advocate design in the public 
interest as a core value in the design studios, and provide disciplinary and interdisciplinary opportunities 
for students to develop these critical values. Various strategies are utilized to embody community and 
social responsibility in the Architecture program including, a lecture series with global and public interest 
dimensions, a diverse set of studio project offerings that facilitate meaningful interactions with rural and 
urban communities surrounding Prairie View, and the development of innovative knowledge and solutions 
in response to a broad range of public and client needs. 

 
The inherently diverse composition of the student population within the School of Architecture creates, in 
the first instance, a community with dynamic thinking born of multiple ethnicities, experiences, values, and 
ideas. This diversity in our student and faculty population is an invaluable resource that stimulates and 
challenges the students in developing an appreciation of the differences in our changing society. Further, 
through constant association with practitioners, participation in research, interaction with educators and 
close affiliation with the many organizations representing and governing the profession, the program 
seeks to reflect the evolving role of the architect in society. Details of student participation in service 
learning projects and national/international travel opportunities are available at: Dropbox File 36 -Student 
Service Leaning + Travel Opportunities. 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/category/news/
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Significant and emerging issues of the social responsibility of architects are emphasized throughout the 
curriculum in both the design studio and lectures courses. Many students in the program participate in 
community service projects either through accredited courses, the Community Urban and Rural 
Enhancement Study (CURES) Center, or on a volunteer basis. This includes working with local 
elementary schools, community groups, and other non-profit clients in the local and metropolitan Houston 
area. In addition to environmental stewardship, two upper level design studios - Architecture Design VII 
and Architecture Design VIII specifically focus on significant and emerging issues of community 
development, including the social responsibility of architects as core learning components. This is 
accomplished in the studio setting via specific project based research and learning. The courses 
consistently emphasize conservation, well-being, urban design, and environmental response, in addition 
to design-based solutions that respond to the multiple needs of a diversity of clients and diverse 
populations, as well as the needs of communities. The studio courses involved with community service 
provide valuable hands-on experience as well as contributing much-needed experience to the 
organizations served. 

 

Social issues are frequently discussed in both lecture classes and design studios. The location of the 
University in close proximity to Houston, Austin, San Antonio, and Dallas/Fort Worth has offered the 
design studios the opportunity to use these cities as labs and projects that test the theoretical concepts 
within the context of real world problems. Students are provided with opportunities to work in a variety of 
social and economic situations, often dealing with real problems and actual clients who participate and 
provide critiques of the students’ work. In this sense, the students are prepared to envision and emplace 
themselves in a global world where diversity, distinctiveness, self-worth, and dignity are nurtured and 
respected. 

 

I.1.5 Long-Range Planning 
 

Beginning in 2006, the Texas A&M University System (TAMUS) issued imperatives for all institutions to 
meet. The PVAMU administration issued these imperatives with corresponding goals for its component 
units. Goals listed below align with the overarching mission of the University and have been adopted by 
the Architecture program in its overall strategic planning. The long-range planning efforts of the 
Architecture program are identified and supported by the assessment process (described in Section I.1.6 
of this report). 

 
Imperative I. Strengthen the Quality of Academic Programs: 
Goal I.E. Increase the prominence of faculty scholarship. 
Goal I.F. Increase the number of faculty FTE’s producing research/scholarly and creative works. 
Goal I.H. Retain accreditation held in program. 

 

Imperative II. Improve the Academic Indicators of the Student Body: 
Goal II.C. Collaborate with Texas’ other educational programs to increase the number and success of 

transfer students. 
Goal II.D. Admit and enroll an increasingly higher caliber of students. 
Goal II.E. Increase the number of students who adhere to the University’s Conduct Standards. 

 

Imperative III. Increase Applied and Basic Research: 
Goal III.A. Enhance the research environment and expertise of faculty and staff. 

 
Imperative V. Achieve (and maintain) Financial Stability: 
Goal V.E. Increase the availability of scholarship funds. 
Goal V.F. Increase the size and number of endowments for student scholarships and for academic 

chairs. 
Goal V.G. Increase funded research. 
Imperative VII. Promote Programs that Contribute to Student Success: 
Goal VII.A. Engage students in rigorous educational programs and provide an environment conducive to 

success. 
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Goal VII.B. Increase/improve the percentage of PVAMU graduates who are accepted to graduate and/or 
professional schools. 

 

Imperative IX. Increase and Enhance the Visibility and Awareness of the University to the Community at 
Large/all Stakeholders: 
Goal IX.B. Expand service to the community by promoting Service Learning, Distance Education, 

Continuing Education, IK16 programs, Small Business and Entrepreneurial Initiatives, 
Cooperative Extension, and Health Care by engaging its people and resources in a renewed 
commitment to outreach. 

Goal IX.C. Improve the climate for diversity. 

 
The program specifically articulates 3 outcomes that are continually assessed as part of its long-range 
planning. These include: (1) Preparing students in performance criteria listed in the four realms of NAAB 
SPC; (2) Increasing student satisfaction with the overall learning experience in the Architecture program; 
and (3) Increasing student interest in pursuing licensure for professional practice in the US. The 
program’s planning activities are guided by the following data sources: (1) Student evaluations of 
courses, numerical and text commentary; (2) Coordinator and Director evaluations of studio outcomes; (3) 
External reviewer evaluations of final design studio presentations; (4) NCARB ARE pass rates (as trends, 
realizing the data represents students graduating 3 to 6 years prior); (5) Exit interviews with graduating 
students; and (6) Critical faculty assessment through structured meetings and reviews. 

 

I.1.6.A Program Self-Assessment 

 
The Architecture program recognizes the importance of self-assessment and utilizes several strategies to 
collect data and initiate positive changes based on results. Assessment within the Architecture program 
begins with the student assessment of teaching and course effectiveness (every course, every semester, 
quantitatively and qualitatively) that becomes part of the Prairie View A&M University mandatory 
performance evaluation of every faculty every year by the Director of the Architecture program. 

 
The Dean and Directors of the School of Architecture hold review meetings with the faculty on a monthly 
basis to relay changes and expectations from the University and School, as well as to receive faculty 
input on curricular issues, enrollments and admissions, policy, and to assess, discuss, and propose 
revisions to the curriculum and pedagogy. In addition, the Director of the Architecture program holds 
meetings with the design studio and lecture faculty to assess and discuss challenges and opportunities 
related with the curriculum. As part of these meetings, each semester the faculty provides input and 
feedback on adopting specific program goals for the upcoming year. This is accomplished via an 
“Architecture Program Goals” survey that measures the faculty’s perceived level of priority for adoption of 
specific program goals for long range planning. The survey also provides for articulation of ancillary goals 
not specifically identified in the goals list. The Architecture program goals survey is available at: Dropbox 
File 05 - Architecture Program Goals Survey. Analysis and results of the Architecture program goals 
survey are available at: Dropbox File 06 - Architecture Program Goals Report. 

 
All graduating students are required to complete a “Graduating Student Exit Survey” prior to the 
graduation ceremony each semester. The exit survey is available at: Dropbox File 07 - Graduating 
Student Exit Survey. Each year, the survey is reviewed and revised based on the data gathered to 
improve the process. This data directly influences the structure of faculty review meetings. Through a 
comparison of faculty expectations combined with student perceptions, strengths and weaknesses are 
identified and plans for improvement are developed. This strategy is repeated annually. Analysis and 
results of the graduating student exit survey are available at: Dropbox File 28 - Graduating Student Exit 
Survey Findings. 

 
The University requires each program to complete an assessment plan articulating the mission, 
outcomes, and measures with achievement targets, and to update the action plan by August of each 
academic year using the Taskstream LAT/LAT (Accountability Management System and Learning 
Achievement Tools) process. The assessment cycle includes the following steps: (1) Write expected 
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outcomes; (2) Establish criteria and strategies for success; (3) Assess the performance of students or the 
program against the established criteria; (4) View assessment results and findings; and (5) Effect 
improvements through actions designed to increase learning for students or other program performance. 

 

Assessment of learning culture of the Architecture program via the Taskstream tool leans heavily on 
performance evaluations of students in the program. Program outcomes for assessment include: (1) 
Preparing students in performance criteria listed in the four realms of NAAB SPC; (2) Increase student 
satisfaction with overall learning experience in Architecture Program; and (3) Increase student interest in 
pursuing licensure for professional practice in the US. In addition, the Architecture program contributes to 
overall institutional effectiveness by assessing the following core curriculum outcomes: (1) Critical 
Thinking; (2) Communication; (3) Teamwork; (4) Social Responsibility; and (5) Personal Responsibility. 
Specific goals, objectives and university strategic plan context from the Taskstream tool for the 
Architecture program is available at: Dropbox File 02 - Architecture Program Assessment Plan. Analysis 
and results of the assessment of learning culture of the Architecture program via the Taskstream tool are 
available at: Dropbox File 08 - Architecture Program Assessment Findings. 

 

I.1.6.B Curricular Assessment and Development 
 

Each semester, faculty members are required to submit notebooks that contain relevant information 
related to courses taught. As part of the information submitted, the notebook contains an “End-of-Course 
Assessment” survey. The survey serves as an important self-assessment tool for faculty to reflect on 
various pedagogical attributes related to courses, both in terms of strengths and weaknesses. 
Assessment components related with courses covered in the end-of-course assessment survey include: 
(1) Syllabus and Course Content; (2) Measurement; (3) Learning; (4) Resources; (5) Teaching Methods; 
and (6) Reflection. Based on these assessment components, faculty members are encouraged to identify 
areas that require improvement and plan accordingly for the upcoming semester. The end-of-course 
assessment survey is available at: Dropbox File 09 - End of Course Assessment Survey. All end-of- 
course assessment surveys are provided in the course notebooks. 

 
Upon formal completion of classes in a given semester, a School-wide “End-of-Semeter - Faculty Walk- 
Thru” event is held. All faculty teaching architecture courses are required to participate in this event, 
which includes both, presentation of student work completed during the semester by individual faculty, 
and the assessment of all student work presented by fellow peer faculty. The assessment process 
includes both, design studios as well as lecture courses. The student work displayed per course is 
evaluated in relation to specific NAAB SPC listed against the course, in addition to the following three 
criteria: (1) Craft-Quality; (2) Scope-Complexity; and (3) Process-Rigor. The process also allows for 
faculty to provide comments and feedback for improvements in terms of pedagogy and student work 
displayed. The assessment surveys that are used during the faculty walk-thru are available at: Dropbox 
File 10 - Faculty Walk-Thru Surveys. Analysis and results of the faculty walk-thru assessment surveys are 
available at: Dropbox File 11 - Faculty Walk-Thru Survey Findings. 

 
The Curriculum Committee in the School of Architecture is composed of representative members from all 
four programs. All curriculum-related changes and/or proposals are initiated by the Program faculty and 
brought forth before the School Curriculum Committee. Names and representative details of all School 
Curriculum Committee members are available at: Dropbox File 12 - Curriculum Committee Members. All 
curriculum-related changes and/or proposals approved by the School Curriculum Committee are 
subsequently forwarded to the Dean of the School for approval. Curriculum approval processes, workflow 
and responsibilities are available at: Dropbox File 13 - Curriculum Approval Processes. 
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SECTION 2. PROGRESS SINCE THE PREVIOUS VISIT 
 

Program Response to Conditions Not Met 
 

A.3 Visual Communication Skills: 
 

Visiting Team Report [2012]: While there were isolated examples of exceptional ability in visual 
communication, much of the work exhibits a lack of attention to presentation craft and detail as one would 
appropriately expect in most stages of design. 

 

Program Activities in Response [Year of previous visit [2012] – Year of APR [2017]]: Since the 
previous visit in 2012, design studio faculty have included and highlighted in their course syllabi, a 
statement that reflects the importance of craft and the selection of appropriate quality of craft in 
the evaluation criteria for work submitted. Further, attention to crafting of work is highlighted at the 
graduate level in ARCH 5579 Comprehensive Project Studio through the use of (B.4 SPC) 
Technical Documentation: Ability to make technically clear drawings, prepare outline 
specifications, and construct models illustrating and identifying the assembly of materials, 
systems, and components appropriate for a building design. The Comprehensive Project Studio 
course emphasizes the importance of craft and detail in the design process through the 
production of graphic work (books/plates for reviews) and models. 

 
The “End-of-Semeter - Faculty Walk-Thru” assessment process specifically evaluates all student 
work produced in design studios against the following three criteria: (1) Craft-Quality; (2) Scope- 
Complexity; and (3) Process-Rigor. The process also allows for faculty to provide comments and 
feedback for improvements in terms of pedagogy and student work displayed. The assessment 
surveys that are used during the faculty walk-thru are available at: Dropbox File 10 - Faculty 
Walk-Thru Surveys. Analysis and results of the faculty walk-thru assessment surveys are 
available at: Dropbox File 11 - Faculty Walk-Thru Survey Findings. 

 
A.7 Use of Precedents: 

 

Visiting Team Report [2012]: While programmatically, the use of precedents is included in the curriculum 
and some work exhibits projects done in the manner of modeled architects, the ability to learn from the 
work of others in a way that informs the students design decision-making was not evident. 

 

Program Activities in Response [Year of previous visit [2012] – Year of APR [2017]]: Design 
studio projects completed in ARCH 1266 Architecture Design II and ARCH 3266 Architecture 
Design VI are specifically tailored to enable students to examine and comprehend the 
fundamental principles present in relevant precedents and to make informed choices about the 
incorporation of such principles in the design decision-making process. Further, individual studio 
project assignments from first year through graduate level studio courses (where applicable and 
relevant) include a statement on the importance of researching, understanding, and incorporating 
principles derived from the study of precedents in design. 

 
While the use of precedents is not listed as a student performance criteria for graduate level 
studios, all students are required to take on the task of research and façade development. At this 
level, each project relies on data furnished during the previous semester's research seminar. 
Students produce a book with precedents specifically aligned with each project, including material 
precedent, facade precedent, systems precedent, etc. 

 

B.11 Building Service Systems Integration: 
 

Visiting Team Report [2012]: Understanding of building service system integration was inadequately 
evidenced in the information provided. 
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Program Activities in Response [Year of previous visit [2012] – Year of APR [2017]]: Evidence of 
student work and relevant course instruction material pertaining to ARCH 3453 Environmental 
Systems was inadvertently left out of the team room during the previous visit. The current course 
notebook for ARCH 3453 Environmental Systems contains all relevant course instruction material 
and student work that demonstrates students’ understanding of building service system 
integration. 

 
Studio projects completed in the course ARCH 4476 Architecture Design VIII focus, among other 
criteria, on integrating building service systems in the design process. Projects completed in the 
course emphasize the basic principles and appropriate application and performance of building 
service systems, including lighting, mechanical, plumbing, electrical, communication, vertical 
transportation, security, and fire protection systems. 

 

Program Response to Causes of Concern 
 

ARE Pass Rate: 
 

Visiting Team Report [2012]: There is a concern regarding the existing low pass rates on the Architect 
Registration Exam (ARE) by graduates. Based upon data provided in the APR, pass rates over the last 
five years do not exceed 20%. Likewise, the number of graduates who actually sit for the exam upon 
eligibility is extremely low. According to the APR, since the program moved to the professional degree in 
1972, only 30 graduates have become registered architects. The team urges the school to work to 
develop programs that both encourage more ARE participation and to establish exam preparation 
sessions for those graduates who are in the process of taking the exam. 

 

Program Activities in Response [Year of previous visit [2012] – Year of APR [2017]]: Since the 
previous visit, the School of Architecture has endeavored diligently to increase the pass rates of 
graduates on the Architect Registration Exam (ARE), in addition to encouraging recent graduates 
to sit for the exam. Primarily, the School has focused on an approach that is centered on creating 
awareness and helping graduates make progress in their professional careers to obtain 
architectural licenses, while completing their studies. 

 
Activities and efforts on the part of the School toward addressing the low ARE pass rate include: 
(1) Annual Presentations; (2) Faculty Involvement; and (3) Financial Support. Formal 
presentations by experts and invited speakers are conducted on a regular semester basis to 
apprise students of developments in the licensing process. In addition, students are made aware 
of the procedures for licensure in the courses ARCH 4443 CAD Construction Documents and 
Codes and ARCH 5593 Professional Practice. In terms of financial support, the School of 
Architecture has offered several scholarships to students to offset the $100 NCARB registration 
fee. Most notably, the School of Architecture recently hosted the HBCU Students Forum 2017, 
“HBCU Architects – Then, Now, the Future”. On the final day of the forum (Feb 25, 2017) Harry 
M. Falconer, Jr., AIA, NCARB (Director), gave a public presentation on the topic - “Experience + 
Education”. A list of other activities and efforts including particulars is available at Dropbox File 14 
- ARE Pass Rate - Activities and Efforts. 

 

Each semester, the faculty provides input and feedback on adopting specific program goals for 
the upcoming year. This is accomplished via an “Architecture Program Goals” survey that 
measures the faculty’s perceived level of priority for adoption of specific program goals for long 
range planning. The survey data results have consistently demonstrated that the faculty strongly 
support and consider as a high priority, the program goal – “Increase student interest in actively 
pursuing professional licensure upon graduation”. Analysis and results of the Architecture 
program goals survey are available at: Dropbox File 06 - Architecture Program Goals Report. 

 
All graduating students are required to complete a “Graduating Student Exit Survey” prior to the 
graduation ceremony each semester. To that effect, in an effort to create awareness of the 



Prairie View A&M University 

Architecture Program Report 
September 2017 

23 

 

 

 

licensing process, the exit survey requests students to state their level of interest in actively 
pursuing professional licensure upon graduation. The exit survey is available at: Dropbox File 07 - 
Graduating Student Exit Survey. Analysis and results of the graduating student exit survey are 
available at: Dropbox File 28 - Graduating Student Exit Survey Findings. Further, to highlight the 
importance of pursuing professional licensure in architecture, the Architecture program prioritizes 
and assesses among other outcomes, the goal of increasing student interest in pursuing 
licensure for professional practice in the US. Specific goals, objectives and university strategic 
plan context from the Taskstream tool for the Architecture program is available at: Dropbox File 
02 - Architecture Program Assessment Plan. Analysis and results of the assessment of learning 
culture of the Architecture program via the Taskstream tool are available at: Dropbox File 08 - 
Architecture Program Assessment Findings. 

 
An analysis of ARE (4.0) pass rates for graduates from the Architecture program for the years 
2011 through 2015 (five year period), demonstrates that a total number of 178 attempts were 
made (inclusive of all 7 sections of the ARE). This indicates an average rate of 36 attempts per 
year for the five year period between 2011 through 2015. In addition, the average pass rate 
percentage for graduates from the Architecture program for the years 2011 through 2015 equates 
to 35.10%. This analysis demonstrates that the Architecture program has made considerable 
positive progress in addressing concerns related with the number of graduates who actually sit for 
the exam, including ARE pass rate percentages. A detailed summary of analysis is available at: 
Dropbox File 15 - ARE Pass Rate - Analysis for 2011-2015. 

 
Compounded Roles: 

 

Visiting Team Report [2012]: Due to a significant reduction in funding over the past several years, the 
decision was made to eliminate the position of director of the architecture program and not employ the 
services of a development officer. For the past five years the dean has accepted the responsibilities of 
dean, architecture program director, and development officer. It is impossible for a dean to fully carry out 
the duties and responsibilities of the office while also simultaneously managing development and 
administrative requirements of an architecture program. 

 

Program Activities in Response [Year of previous visit [2012] – Year of APR [2017]]: Since the 
2012 NAAB visit, the School of Architecture has added the following positions to help the dean in 
the administration of the School and the management of development. 

 

1. Customer Service Coordinator: This position was created and filled in the spring semester of 
2014. The Coordinator duties include assisting the dean and the directors with fund-raising, 
alumni contacts, and all aspects of relationships with industry, foundations, organizations and 
school districts. 

 

2. Academic Advisor: This position was established and filled in the fall semester of 2013. The 
Academic Advisor provides service to the students, including advisement, registration, 
retention, and degree audits. The Academic Advisor is also responsible for building course 
schedules each semester. 

 
3. Director of Student Services and Service Learning: At the time of the 2012 NAAB visit, 

Professor Barry Norwood was serving in the dual capacity of Director of Student Services 
and Director of the CURES Center. Since the year 2012, Professor Norwood’s 
responsibilities have been dedicated exclusively to serving the students in the capacity of 
Director of Student Services. In doing so, the School has afforded Prof. Norwood additional 
time and opportunity, so as to better serve the interests of the students and the School. The 
responsibilities of the Director of Student Services include regular engagement with students 
on both a one-to-one basis and through professional student chapters such as AIAS, CSI, 
AGC and NAHB. The Director of Student Services is also responsible for spearheading all 
recruiting efforts in the School of Architecture. 
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4. Information Technology Professional: This position was established and filled in the year 
2016 to assist the Digital Media Coordinator with various responsibilities related with the 
continued expansion of computer- and technology-based resources in the School of 
Architecture. Among other duties, the Information Technology Professional is responsible for 
all daily operations related with the computer labs in the School. 

 
5. Digital Fabrication Specialist: This position was established and filled in the year 2015 to 

assist the Digital Media Coordinator and the Shop Supervisor with various responsibilities 
related with the Manual and Digital Fabrication Shop. Among other duties, the Digital 
Fabrication Specialist is responsible for all daily operations related with the Manual and 
Digital Fabrication Shop in the School. 

 
6. Director of Architecture and Assistant Dean: The Director of Architecture position was created 

and filled in the fall semester of 2015 – Dr. Arsenio Rodrigues was appointed Director of the 
Architecture program. Thereafter, Dr. Rodrigues was promoted to serve in the capacity of 
Assistant Dean of the School of Architecture in the fall semester of 2016. In the capacity of 
Assistant Dean, Dr. Rodrigues is responsible for all administrative duties related with the 
Architecture program, in addition to other duties of assisting the Dean with the overall 
management of the School of Architecture. Serving in this dual capacity, Dr. Rodrigues 
support the dean with resource and personnel management, development and advancement 
initiatives, facilities development, promotion of School activities, policy and planning, 
accreditation and curriculum assessment, faculty development, student recruitment and 
retention, and outreach efforts. 
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SECTION 3. COMPLIANCE WITH THE CONDITIONS FOR ACCREDITATION 
 

I.2.1 Human Resources and Human Resource Development 
 

The School of Architecture has a diverse and energetic faculty. Given its proximity to the greater Houston 
area, the Architecture program is able to combine a powerful and effective mix of academics and 
professionals. Among them are the current President (Passive House Alliance Houston), current Co-Chair 
(Houston Regional Resilience Collaborative), former President (American Institute of Architects Houston), 
including former and current Members of Board of Directors (Architectural Center Houston Foundation, 
Rice Design Alliance, and American Institute of Architects Houston). As of this writing, the School 
comprises of twenty instructional faculty (full-time + part-time) teaching in the Architecture program. Of 
these, fifteen are full-time faculty, while five are hired on a part-time basis (i.e., Adjunct Assistant 
Professors). Of the fifteen full-time faculty, one is a Full Professor, four are Associate Professors and 
three are Assistant Professors. Within this group of full-time faculty, four are tenured and three are 
currently on tenure-track. Further, within the group of full-time faculty, one is a Visiting Assistant Professor 
and six are Adjunct Assistant Professors. All full-time faculty possess terminal degrees in Architecture – 
One has a professional B.Arch. degree, ten have professional M.Arch. degrees, one has a D.Arch. 
degree and three have Ph.D degrees in Architecture. In addition, four of the current full-time faculty and 
four of the part-time faculty are Registered Architects in the United States. One faculty is a licensed 
Engineer. The faculty make-up in the Architecture program is both diverse and experienced, combining 
both scholarly work and professional practice. Resumes for each of the instructional faculty teaching in 
the Architecture program are available at: Dropbox File 16 - Faculty Resumes. 

 
Full-time faculty members are expected to teach 12 credit hours per semester. This is equivalent to four 
3-hour courses, two sections of design studio, or some combination thereof resulting in 12 credit hours 
per semester. This accounts for 12 to 16 hours of instructional time per week. In addition, full-time faculty 
maintain a full schedule of program, School, and University committees. Faculty contracts are for nine 
months. Graduate teaching receives a 25% premium. This means that a full-time graduate teaching load 
would be 9 semester credit hours. Program directors and student director teach 6 credit hours per 
semester. Faculty may gain release time from teaching for course development, advising, research, and 
other activities. Information regarding sabbatical/research leave is available on the University website at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/cte/faculty-developmentsabbatical-leave-program/ 
 

All courses in the School of Architecture are offered Monday through Thursday, with no classes on 
Fridays. This gives all full-time faculty a day to practice, pursue research, scholarship, creative activities, 
and professional development. Architecture faculty are expected to engage in scholarship relevant to the 
current architectural milieu through research and publication. Additionally, faculty are encouraged to 
pursue creative work through professional practice and design competitions. Creative work is assessed 
through annual performance evaluations, peer review, and tenure and post-tenure review. These reviews 
can result in merit raises and/or awards at the annual banquet. 

 
Both full-time and part-time faculty members remain current in their knowledge of the changing demands 
of the discipline by keeping up with continuing education requirements for licensure, by reading, reviewing 
and writing articles and scholarly papers, by participating in the Lecture Series held at the School of 
Architecture, and by attending and participating in conferences, symposia, workshops and exhibitions at 
universities and other cultural institutions around the world. The faculty credentials matrix for the 
Architecture program, showing courses taught by each faculty member during the following semesters: 
Fall 2015, spring 2016, fall 2016, spring 2017 and fall 2017 is available at: Dropbox File 17 - Faculty 
Credentials Matrix. 

 

The School of Architecture is committed to faculty development and professional growth through all 
means available. Information regarding faculty and staff development is available on the University 
website at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/titleiii/activities/faculty-and-professional-staff-development/ 

http://www.pvamu.edu/cte/faculty-developmentsabbatical-leave-program/
http://www.pvamu.edu/titleiii/activities/faculty-and-professional-staff-development/
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The School supports faculty travel and participation in professional development opportunities to every 
extent possible. The School provides monetary support to all levels of faculty to participate in seminars, 
workshops, conferences, symposia, presentations, exhibitions and training both nationally and 
internationally. The School fully funds faculty attendance to present papers and published work within the 
continental United States. This includes travel, lodging and registration expenses. Faculty presenting 
internationally are given support for registration fees associated with conferences and seminars. What 
follows is a list of research, scholarship and creative activities by instructional faculty in the Architecture 
program since the previous NAAB visit. Detailed information regarding funded research projects is 
available at: Dropbox File 30 - Funded Research Projects. 

 
 

MONTH FACULTY DETAILS OF TITLE/EVENT PURPOSE/COMMENTS 

2017 

 
 

January 

 
William Price 

Sky-House, Experiments in Living, 
Houston, Texas. 

Experimental housing 
protoytpe, exploring 
thinness and verticality 
in urban setting. 

  
Ikhlas Sabouni 

NAAB Chair Workshop Re-Training NAAB 
Visiting Chairs on 2014 
Conditions and 2015 
Procedures 

  

Ikhlas Sabouni 
ExxonMobile Baytown Best Black 
History Program 

Presentations in 
Celebration of Black 
History Month 

 

February 
 

Daniel Bankhead 
HISD 2012 Bond: Program of 
Architectural Opportunities, 2017 HBCU 
Architectural Student Forum. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  
William Batson 
Yunsik Song 

PVAMU Research Mini-Grant, $20,000. Funding for historic 
preservation 
documentation of Afro- 
American Settlements in 
Texas 

  
 

 
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Summer Research Grant, PVAMU 
Office of Research and Graduate 
Studies, $20,000. 

Funding for Post 
Occupancy Evaluation 
and Comparison of 
Pedestrian-friendly 
Attributes and Usability 
of Office-district Plazas 
in Downtown Houston 
and Dallas. 

  

William Price 
Summer Research Grant, PVAMU 
Office of Research and Graduate 
Studies 

Reviewer - Summer 
research Mini-Grant 
Program 

  
 

Ikhlas Sabouni 

PAE-PVAMU Mentor-Portege’ Meeting Establish PAE-PVAMU 
Mentor-Portege’ 
agreement at NASA 
Johnson Center to 
Provide Internship 
opportunities for 
Architecture & 



Prairie View A&M University 

Architecture Program Report 
September 2017 

27 

 

 

 

   Construction Science 
students 

March 
William Batson 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Gulf Coast Green Conference Conference Attendee 

  

Ikhlas Sabouni 
PAE-PVAMU Workshop Presentation of Training 

Capabilities PVAMU 
SOA, COE, & COB 

  
Ikhlas Sabouni 

ACSA Annual Conference in Detroit Conference Attendee & 
Participant in the ACSA 
Board Meeting as a 
Board Member 

  

Ikhlas Sabouni 
NAAB Workshop Training NAAB Training on 

Architecture Program 
Report 

  
 

Juanita Jimenez 

PVAMU Education Study Abroad, 
Global View Faculty-Led Program. 

Travelled with PVAMU 
architecture students to 
Colombia on service- 
learning (community) 
project 

  

 

Arsenio Rodrigues 

Grants to Individuals, Graham 
Foundation, $8,000 (Unfunded). 

Funding for Investigating 
and Documenting 
Sustainable Design 
Build Strategies in the 
Work of Laurence 
Wilfred Baker (1917- 
2007) in India. 

  

Ross Wienert 
PVAMU Education Study Abroad, 
Global View Faculty-Led Program. 

Travelled with PVAMU 
architecture students to 
France 

April Ikhlas Sabouni 
AIA National Conference on 
Architecture 

Conference Attendee 

  

 

Ikhlas Sabouni 

Texas Higher Education Field of Study 
Meeting 

Co-Chaired the Field of 
Study Advisory 
Committee to identify 
architecture core 
courses that can transfer 
from community colleges 
to universities in Texas 

 

May 
 

Ikhlas Sabouni 
Title XI Training for Executive Leadership Employee compliance 

with Title IX in the 
University 

 

June 
 

William Batson 
Japanese Studies Institute Fellowship, 
Nippon Foundation, San Diego State 
University, CA. 

Fellowship Recipient 

  
 

John Okello 

African American Pioneers in 
Architecture, Black History Month, 

Texas Institute for the Preservation of 
History and Culture, Prairie View A&M 
University, Prairie View, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

  
William Price 

PVAMU Education Study Abroad, 
Global View Faculty-Led Program. 

Recipient of funding for 
exploratory trip to Cost 
Rica to establish student 
service learning program 
for the summer of 2018 
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Ikhlas Sabouni 
Texas Deans of Schools of Architecture 
Meeting with the Texas Society of 
Architects Education Committee 

Round table discussion 
about architecture 
education 

 
July 

 
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Japanese Studies Institute (Japan 
Seminar – Tokyo, Kyoto, Beppu) 
Fellowship, Japan – US Friendship 
Commission, AASCU. 

Fellowship Recipient 

 
William Price (PI) 

Ikhlas Sabouni (Co-PI) 

Yunsik Song (Co-PI) 

Title III Grant, U.S. Department of 
Education, Program for Energy Efficient 
Envelop Research (PEER) 

Funding for PEER 
Program and 
Sustainable Efficient 
Design Lab $966,480 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

ACSA Summer Board Meeting Participate as a Board of 
Directors Member 

 Ikhlas Sabouni CPR Training Training Workshop 

 

September 
 

Ikhlas Sabouni 
Chair a NAAB Visit to Tuskegee NAAB re-accreditation 

visit produced a final 
VTR 

October Ikhlas Sabouni 
National Minority of Architects Annual 
Conference 

Conference Attendee 
with students 

November Ikhlas Sabouni 
ACSA Administrators Meeting & ACSA 
Board Meeting 

Attendees/Board of 
Director Member 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Texas Society of Architects Annual 
Conference and Expo 

Conference Attendee 
with students 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Women in Architecture Speed 
Mentoring at AIA Houston 

Mentor presenter 

2016 

January Choe Doeun Natural Hazards Review (2016~). Journal Reviewer 
 Choe Doeun Natural Hazards Review (2016~). Journal Reviewer 

 
Choe Doeun 

Reliability Engineering & System 
Safety, Elsevier (2016~). 

Journal Reviewer 

  
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Equity in Architecture Commission 
Workshop in Phoenix, AZ 

Planning sessions with 
consultant, director and 
staff of the national AIA 
diversity office 

  
 

Juanita Jimenez 

Independence Heights Plaza, 
Community and Economic 
Development. 

Service-leaning 
(community) project 
accomplished with 
PVAMU architecture 
students 

  

Falon Mihalic 
Winning Competition Entry, Bastrop 
Culture Walk, Art in Public Places, 
Bastrop, TX. 

Formal Recognition 

  

Falon Mihalic 
Fantastic Terrain, Pop-up Park for 
Park(ing) Day, Houston City Hall, 
Houston, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

 
February 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Chaired a NAAB visit to University of 
Massachusetts Amherst 

Produced the NAAB 
VTR for the Initial 
Accreditation for the 
M.ARCH degree. 

 
Mark lam 

Waterguard, Patent (pending application 
#14/814060). 

Building Product 
Innovation/Development 

 Falon Mihalic Percent for Art Commission, Central Formal Recognition 
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  Avenue Streetscape, Baltimore City, 
MD. 

 

  

 

Jessica Ward 

AIA/HUD Secretary’s Award – 
Community Informed Design Award, 
Built Project: Disaster Recovery Round 
2, (300 homes built), Team Member – 
building community WORKSHOP, 
(Role – Community Design Assistant 
Director), Houston, Texas. 

Award Recipient 

 
 

March 

 
 

William Batson 

The Masonry Society – Professors’ 
Forum, University Professors’ Masonry 
Workshop (sponsored by Brick Industry 
Association), University of California 
San Diego, CA, March 20-22. 

Workshop/Training 
Attendee 

  
Barry Norwood 
Juanita Jimenez 

Collaboration with Polytechnic 
University of Puerto Rico. 

Service-leaning 
(community) project 
accomplished with 
PVAMU architecture 
students 

 
Falon Mihalic 

The Delight of Houston’s Neighborhood 
Bikeways (Web). 

Featured Media 
Publication 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Selected Artist in Residence, Sojourn 
Studio, Houston, TX. 

Formal Recognition 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Monsoon Season, Group Show, 
Sojourn Studios, Houston, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

  
 

Arsenio Rodrigues 

The Masonry Society – Professors’ 
Forum, University Professors’ Masonry 
Workshop (sponsored by Brick Industry 
Association), University of California 
San Diego, CA, March 20-22. 

Workshop/Training 
Attendee 

 
April 

Ikhlas Sabouni 
Yunsik Song 

Juanita Jimenez 
Shelly Pottorf 

Gulf Coast Green Conference Conference Attendee 

  

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Equity in Architecture Commission 
Workshop in Miami, FL 

Continue the planning 
sessions with consultant 
and the national AIA 
diversity office and 
produce an enhanced 
AIA Diversity Statement 

  
Falon Mihalic 

Sublime Landscape Experience, 
Department of Art and Art History, 
University of Missouri, Kansas City, 
Missouri. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Co-Chaired the Academic Master Plan 
and Strategic Enrollment for PVAMU 

Research produced 
recommendations to 
PVAMU administrators 
for consideration 

  

Arsenio Rodrigues 
Building a Culture of Compliance, 
Strategic Planning Summit, Prairie 
View, TX, April 23. 

Session Moderator 

 
Ross Wienert 

Design Reviews, University of Houston, 
Houston, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

May Ikhlas Sabouni AIA Annual National Conference in Conference attendee 
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  Philadelphia  

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Equity in Architecture Commission 
Webinar 

Commission Participant 

  

Juanita Jimenez 
PVAMU Educational Study Abroad 
Grant, Global View Faculty-Led 
Program Ambassador, $2,500. 

Funding for travel to 
Colombia 

 Juanita Jimenez 
John Okello 

Teaching/Research/Service Balance, 
Faculty Friday, PVAMU 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  
 

Falon Mihalic 

Drawing in the Dunes: Process, Place, 
and Line, Ground Up Journal, UC 

Berkeley’s Dept. of Landscape 
Architecture and Environmental 
Planning. 

Journal Publication 

  
William Price 

Holding and Releasing Space to 
Experience Time, Time, Space, 
Existence, Global Art Affairs Foundation 
i.c.w.  European Cultural Centre, 22-23. 

Featured Media 
Publication 

 
William Price 

Design Reviews, Texas AM University, 
College Station, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

  
 

William Price 

Housing for Health Personnel, Chira 
Island, Costa Rica, 15th International 
Architecture Biennale, GAA 
Foundations - Time, Space, Existence 
exhibit, Venice, Italy. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

  

Ross Wienert 
PVAMU Educational Study Abroad 
Grant, Global View Faculty-Led 
Program Ambassador, $2,500. 

Funding for travel to 
France 

 
Ross Wienert 

Design Reviews, University of Texas at 
Austin, Austin, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

 

June 
 

Falon Mihalic 
The PINK sink, Falon Land Studio, 
Featured in World Landscape 
Architecture Magazine. 

Featured Media 
Publication 

  
 

John Okelle 

Freedmen’s Towns, Black History 

Month, Texas Institute for the 
Preservation of History and Culture, 
Prairie View A&M University, Prairie 
View, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

 
Michelle Pottorf 
Jessica Ward 

Regenerative Design, Houston 
Tomorrow Intersections Conference, 
Houston, TX 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  
 

William Price 

PVAMU - Service Learning in Costa 
Rica 

Funding for exploratory 
trip to Costa Rica on 
behalf of PVAMU with 
Vice Presidents and 
Dean of Architecture 

  

Ikhlas Sabouni 
HBCU Schools of Architecture 
Administrators Meeting in Washington 

Discussion of critical 
issues in education at 
HBCU 

  

Ikhlas Sabouni 
Architecture Field of Study Advisory 
Committee Meeting at the Texas Higher 
Education Coordinating Board 

Co-Chair representing 
the Colleges of 
Architecture in Texas 
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Ikhlas Sabouni 

Equity in Architecture Commission 
Workshop (3 days) in Washington, DC 

Complete the 
Commission planning 
sessions and produce a 
final report to the AIA 
national to improve 
diversity and inclusion in 
the profession 

  

Arsenio Rodrigues 
Japanese Studies Institute (San Diego 
State University) Fellowship, AASCU – 
Nippon Foundation. 

Fellowship Recipient 

 
July 

 
William Batson 

Travel abroad and teaching assignment 
(teaching English to Chinese English 
majors) at Changsha Middle School, 
Changsha, China. 

Cultural Exchange 
Program Participant 

 

August 
William Batson 
Yunsik Song 

Title III Grant, U.S. Department of 
Education, Applied Research Design 
Center, $291,240. 

Funding for historic 
preservation 
documentation 

  Costa Rica Exploratory Study Abroad 
Trip. Meeting with Architecture Schools 
Administrators to establish exchange 
programs and with Gensler to establish 
internship opportunities. Visit TAMUS 
Sustainability Center. 

Partisan and presenter 

September Rania Labib 
Charles and Bonny Culp ’06 Research 
Award, Texas A&M University. 

Scholarship Recipient 

 
Rania Labib 

Honorable Mention – National Science 
Foundation (NSF) Graduate Fellowship. 

Formal Recognition 

  

Michelle Pottorf 
Race to Zero in Hot & Humid, 11th North 
American Passive House Conference, 
Philadelphia, PA. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Generation Study Abroad Access 
Grant, Council on International 
Educational Exchange, ($20,000 
(Unfunded). 

Funding for Exploration 
of Archetypal Design 
Principles in Japanese 
Scared Place-making. 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Dallas and Fort Worth Counselors 
Forums 

Presenter 

 

 
October 

 

 
Rania Labib 

Analysis and quantification of visual 
glare caused by photovoltaic panels 
installations in urban canyons (with 
Baltazar J.), 11th Conference on 
Advanced Building Skins, Bern, 
Switzerland. 

Conference Proceeding 

  

Juanita Jimenez 
Prairie View – Global View, Education 
Abroad Colombia, Prairie View A&M 
University. 

Presenter 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Percent for Art Funding Workshop, 
Houston Arts Alliance. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  
 

Arsenio Rodrigues 

HBCUs: Promoting Excellence, 
Innovation and Sustainability, White 
House Initiative – National HBCU Week 
Conference, Arlington, VA, October 23- 
25. 

Conference Attendee 

 
Ross Wienert 

Prairie View – Global View, Education 
Abroad France, Prairie View A&M 

Presenter 
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  University.  

 

 
November 

 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Chaired the Texas A&M University 
Systems Annual Pathways Research 
Symposium 

Chaired the planning 
and management of the 
conference with over 
500 students and faculty 
participants from all 
The TAMUS Universities 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

ACSA Annual Administrators 
Conference 

Attendee/Board of 
Director Member 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Presentation at Lone Star College – Cy 
Fair Campus 

Presenter 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Presentation at Lone Star North Harris 
Campus 

Presenter 

  

William Batson 
Past-Forward Conference, National 
Center for Preservation Technology and 
Training, Houston, November 15-18 

Workshop/Training 
Attendee 

  

Rania Labib 
The Illuminating Engineering Society 
(IES) Emerging Professionals 
Scholarship. 

Scholarship Recipient 

  
William Price 

Chira Island, Costa Rica, GAA 
Foundations – Time, Space, Existence 
Round table (recycling, upcycling, 
waste and social issues), Venice, Italy. 

Session Moderator 

  
 

William Price 

Holding and Releasing Space to 
Experience Time / Seven Texts and 
Seven Projects, Time, Space, 
Existence, Global Art Affairs Foundation 
i.c.w.  European Cultural Centre, 22-23. 

Featured Media 
Publication 

 
William Price 

Design Reviews, University of Houston, 
Houston, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

ACSA Board of Directors Meeting Board Member 
Participant 

  
 

William Price 

National Disaster Resilience 
Competition(NDRC) Waller 
County/State of Texas application to 
HUD $1,000,000,000 (Advanced to 
Second Stage - Unfunded) 

Funding for State of 
Texas and Waller 
County to manage 
disaster resiliency 

 

 
December 

 

 
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Higher Education at the Crossroads: 
Pathways to Equity and Excellence, 
Southern Association of Colleges and 
Schools Commission on Colleges 
Annual Meeting, Atlanta, GA, December 
3-6. 

Conference Attendee 

 
Ross Wienert 

Design Reviews, Texas A&M 
University, College Station, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

2015 

 
 

January 

 
 

Daniel Bankhead 

Optimum Use of Education Facilities 
Enhances 21st Century Learning, 
Mexican American School Board 
Members Association Winter 
Conference. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 
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Choe Doeun 

Structure and Infrastructure 
Engineering, Taylor and Francis 
(2015~). 

Journal Reviewer 

  
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Innovation and Commercialization 
Center for Entrepreneurs Facility 
(ICCE) Field Trip to BAYLOR, TX A&M, 
and HOUSTON TECH 

Participant as a 
Committee Member 

 
Choe Doeun 

Engineering Structures, Elsevier 
(2015~). 

Journal Reviewer 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Emerging Artist Grant, Houston Arts 
Alliance. 

Award Recipient 

 

February 
 

Falon Mihalic 
Mycorrhiza, Winning Competition Entry, 
Public Art Installation, RE: Projects. 
Dallas, Texas. 

Formal Recognition 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Future Clouds, Group Show, Muir Fine 
Art Gallery, Houston, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

TBHPP - Texas Black History 
Preservation Project 

Participant 

  

 
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Sacred Place-making: The Presence 
and Quality of Archetypal Design 
principles in Sacred Place, (in Brunn S., 
Ed.), The Changing World Religion Map 
(vol. IV), New York, NY: Springer Press, 
pp. 2377-2398. 

Book Chapter 
Publication 

 
 

March 

 
Barry Norwood 
Juanita Jimenez 

Collaboration with UCLA in Los Angeles 
on the Organic Garden. 

Service-leaning 
(community) project 
accomplished with 
PVAMU architecture 
students 

  

 
Rania Labib 

Trade-off method to assess the 
interaction between light shelves and 
complex ceiling forms for optimized 
daylighting performance. Advances in 
Building Energy Research, 9(2), 
DOI:10.1080/17512549.2015.1014838. 

Journal Publication 

  

Falon Mihalic 
Color Clouds, Public Art Installation, 
Harrisburg Blvd, Presented by the East 
End Foundation, Houston, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

 
Michelle Pottorf 

Scaling Resilience, Gulf Coast Green 
Conference, Houston, TX, 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

ACSA Annual Conference in Toronto, 
Ontario 

Conference Attendee 

 Ikhlas Sabouni Gulf Coast Green Symposium Symposium Attendee 

 

April 
 

Falon Mihalic 
Painted Leaves, Video Projection, 
Aurora Picture Show & the Menil 
Collection, Houston, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

 
William Price 

Design Reviews, Rice University 
Houston, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Six Sigma Analysis Follow Up- Journey 
To Operational Excellence Workshop 

Workshop Attendee 

  

Ikhlas Sabouni 
Chairing NAAB Visit to Bahrain 
University Architecture Program in 
Bahrain 

Chair of the NAAB Team 
and Editor of the Visiting 
Team Report 
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Arsenio Rodrigues 

Natural Building: The Viability of Straw 
Bale as a Sustainable Model for Future 
Development, Architectural Research 
Centers Consortium: Future of 
Architectural Research, Chicago, IL, 
April 6-9. 

Conference Proceeding 

  
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Re-imagining and Re-inventing to 
Provoke Greater Growth and Quality, 
Strategic Planning Summit, Prairie 
View, TX, April 22. 

Session Moderator 

  

 
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Advanced Materials and Building 
Technologies, Architectural Research 
Centers Consortium (ARCC) 
International Conference: Future of 
Architectural Research, Chicago, IL, 
April 6-9. 

Session Moderator 

 
Ross Wienert 

Design Reviews, University of Houston, 
Houston, Texas. 

Invited Juror 

    

 

May 
 

Falon Mihalic 
Time Travel to Miami in 1945, The 

Field, Ecology and Restoration 
Roundtable (Web). 

Featured Media 
Publication 

 
Michelle Pottorf 

+ 
Jessica Ward 

Redefining Affordable Housing as 
Regenerative, Resilient, Healthy 
Housing, Neighborhoods USA 
Conference, Houston, TX. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

 Ikhlas Sabouni AIA Annual Conference in Atlanta Conference Attendee 

 
 

June 

 
 

William Batson 

City as a Scene: The Interactive 
Participant in Architectural Context, 
Contemphoto’15 Contemporary 
Photography Conference, Urban 
Identities, Istanbul, Turkey, June 9-10. 

Conference Proceeding 

  
 

Rania Labib 

Towards A Solution for the Inevitable 
Use of Glazed Facades in the Arid 
Regions via a Parametric Design 
Approach (with Mayhoub M.), 29th CIE, 
Manchester, UK. 

Conference Proceeding 

  

Falon Mihalic 
What ought to be: Envisioning the 
Impossible, Group Show, Box13 
Gallery, Houston, Texas. 

Select Exhibition/Public 
Art Project 

 
Michelle Pottorf 

Tiny Houses, CITE Magazine: The 
Future Now, No. 97. 

Featured Media 
Publication 

  

 

 

 

Arsenio Rodrigues 

Office of Education Minority University 
Research and Education Project 
(MUREP), National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA), Co- 
authored with Lisa Hobson (Department 
of Educational Leadership and 
Counseling), Kelvin Kirby (Department 
of Electrical and Computer 
Engineering), and Brad Gersey (Center 
for Radiation Engineering and Science), 
$500,000 (Unfunded). 

Funding for 
Development of K-12 
Educator Skills (STEM 
Concepts) in 
Sustainable 
Environmental Principles 
through Resourceful 
Interaction with Green 
Building Facilities. 

July Ikhlas Sabouni Houston International Airport Expansion Member of the Advisory 
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  Architecture Advisory Panel to the 
Mayor of Houston 

Panel for the Selection 
of the A/E Team 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Public Artist Interview, Living Arts 
Program, KPFT 90.1. (Radio). 

Featured Media 
Publication 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Top Ten Arts Events, Artist Talk, 
Houston Chronicle (Print). 

Featured Media 
Publication 

  

Falon Mihalic 
The Experience of Cloud-Gazing in 
Houston, Public Artist Talk, East End 
Foundation, Houston, TX. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  

 
Arsenio Rodrigues 

Natural Building: The Viability of Straw 
Bale as a Sustainable Model for Future 
Development, Architectural Research 
Centers Consortium International 
Conference Proceedings on Future of 
Architectural Research, 74-81. 

Journal Publication 

 

August 
William Batson 
Yunsik Song 

Title III Grant, U.S. Department of 
Education, Applied Research Design 
Center, $352,040. 

Funding for historic 
preservation 
documentation 

 
Falon Mihalic 

Space City Chronicles Artist Interview, 
Houston Public Media (Television). 

Featured Media 
Publication 

 
 

September 

 
 

Juanita Jimenez 

Sandra Bland Park Design Proposal, 
City of Prairie View. 

Service-leaning 
(community) project 
accomplished with 
PVAMU architecture 
students 

 
Rania Labib 

Norman & Renee Zelman Endowed 
Scholarship, Texas A&M University. 

Scholarship Recipient 

  

 
Rania Labib 

Optimized Street Design to Balance 
Outdoor Thermal Comfort And Indoor 
Daylighting Performance Within Large 
Scale Urban Settings in Hot Arid 
Climates (with Beltran L.), 31st 
International PLEA. 

Conference Proceeding 

  

Michelle Pottorf 

Passive House in Higher Education, 

10th North American Passive House 
Conference, Chicago, IL. 

Conference Proceeding 

  
Michelle Pottorf 

Redefining Affordable Housing as 
Regenerative, Resilient, Healthy 
Housing, Mississippi Regional Housing 
Summit, Vicksburg, MS. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

 
Ikhlas Sabouni 

Houston Airport System Design 
Committee 

Committee Review 
Member 

October Rania Labib 
The Illuminating Engineering Society 
(IES) Young Professionals Scholarship. 

Scholarship Recipient 

 
Michelle Pottorf 

Speculating Tiny, Rice Design Alliance 
Civic Forum: Speculate, Houston, TX. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  

William Price 
Translucent Concrete, Holcim Chair 
Lecture in Sustainable Construction, 
San Jose, Costa Rica. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

  

William Price 
Dialectic Thought in the Work of BP, 
Fab Lab Conference, San Jose, Costa 
Rica. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

 William Price National Disaster Resilience 
Competition(NDRC) Waller 

Funding for State of 
Texas and Waller 
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  County/State of Texas application to 
HUD $1,000,000,000 (Advanced to 
Second Stage - Unfunded) 

County to manage 
disaster resiliency 

  

William Price 
Recycling Workshop (development of a 
façade for a recycling center on Chira 
island), Veritas University, Costa Rica. 

Speaker/Lecture 
Presentation 

November Arsenio Rodrigues 
Leadership PVAMU Award, Prairie View 
A&M University, TX. 

Award Recipient 

 

Regarding student support services, the Academic Advisor serves as the primary counselor to students. 
In addition, the Director of Student Services, the Director of Construction Science, and the Assistant Dean 
also act as academic counselors to students. Together, they guide students through the process of 
creating and managing their degree plans, scheduling courses, and dealing with all issues related to 
academic life. When students apply for graduation, degree plans are first reviewed by the Administrative 
Assistant III, and then subsequently re-reviewed and approved by the program Director. Overall student 
performance is formally reviewed at least once a semester when students are asked to visit the Academic 
Advisor for course selection for the upcoming semester. Through an online service called “Panthertracks” 
students may, at any time, access a real time degree plan and their grades. This allows students to self 
asses their progress at any time. Once a review with the Academic Advisor is complete, students can use 
this same service to register online for the following semester. Undergraduate students receive mid- 
semester grades which, if deficient at the freshman level, trigger a formal assessment with a counselor. 

 
Personal counseling is provided at the University level by the Department of Health Services and is 
available to all students. More detailed information regarding personal counseling is available at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/auxiliaryservices/health-services/ 
Career guidance is provided at both the University level and within the School itself. The Office of Career 
Services provides general career counseling to all students and hosts several job fairs throughout the 
academic year. More detailed information regarding general career guidance offered at the University 
level by the Office of Career Services is available at: 

http://www.pvamu.edu/sa/careerservices/ 
 

Within the School of Architecture, career counseling is integrated into the capstone courses in both 
architecture and construction. Individual lectures focus on career placement and what to expect upon 
graduation. Additionally, individual course lectures focus on career planning and long term goals that are 
specific to Architecture and Construction. One of those specific areas is the Architectural Experience 
Program (AXP). Dr. Bruce Bockhorn currently serves in the capacity of Architect Licensing Advisor and 
devotes specific lectures in his required architecture course to the importance of professional architectural 
experience in the development of an architect. In addition, Dr. Bockhorn also devotes instruction time to 
outlining the specifics of the NCARB AXP process as well as providing necessary information and links. A 
summary of Dr. Bockhorn’s recent activities, including professional development in support of his 
responsibilities as Architect Licensing Advisor is available at: Dropbox File 14 - ARE Pass Rate - Activities 
and Efforts. 

 
The School of Architecture participates in two career fairs annually sponsored by the College of 
Architecture at Texas A&M University in College Station, Texas. The School of Architecture provides 
students with travel and excused class time, with verified participation, to attend and interview with 
companies at these career fairs. In addition, the School of Architecture has been conducting its own job 
fairs annually in February/March. A job fair committee is chaired by the Director of the Students Services 
and is responsible for organizing the event and working with students to prepare them for interviews. 
Further, students in the graduate program are required to complete an internship activity as part of the 
degree requirement. The faculty provides assistance in locating and securing internship opportunities as 
well as approving all internships 

http://www.pvamu.edu/auxiliaryservices/health-services/
http://www.pvamu.edu/sa/careerservices/
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I.2.2 Physical Resources 

 
Current Building: 

 

The Nathelyne Archie Kennedy Building, completed in August of 2005, is the primary space currently 
used by the School of Architecture. The three-story building was designed by Michael Rotondi with HKS 
serving as the architect of record. The building sits along the primary entrance to the campus and serves 
as a prominent landmark for the University. Internally, a large atrium, known as the canyon, runs the 
length of the building, allowing visibility to each of the three floors from each level. A monumental stair sits 
at the center of this atrium, serving as a common space and gathering area for students and faculty. The 
building has been featured in multiple publications and the designers have received several awards for 
their work on the project. Building floor plans including all spaces used for teaching/learning, scholarship, 
and public interaction are available at: Dropbox File 29 - Building Floor Plans. 

 
Studio Spaces: 

 

The building houses design studio spaces on both the 1st and 3rd floors. All of the studio spaces open to 
public spaces with no doors or physical barriers to restrict access. These spaces are defined by walls for 
displaying student work on the public side and lockers/storage between adjacent studios. This openness 
provides opportunities for faculty and students at all levels to roam the building freely in order to see the 
work of their colleagues. 

 
1st year and 2nd year architecture studios occupy the spaces on the third floor which is almost entirely 
dedicated to studio space. In addition to space for architecture students, there is also space for students 
in the Digital Media Arts program and an art studio located in the northeast corner. 

 

3rd year, 4th year, and graduate architecture studios are located on the first floor. Each of these different 
studio levels have their own space, with 3rd year located in the southeast, 4th year in the northeast, and 
graduate students in the southwest area of the building. 

 
The school provides every student with at least one 3’x5’ desktop surface and a seat. Each desk contains 
lockable space for materials and supplies with lockers available for additional storage needs. In addition 
to this, parallel bars provided by the school are mounted to the desktops of students in the 1st year 
studios. The studio spaces provide enough room for the school to expand to an enrollment of roughly 400 
students in the future. 

 
Classroom Spaces: 

 

The building contains a variety of spaces of varying scales for classroom based learning. The largest of 
these spaces is the presentation theater located on the west side of the building on the second floor. This 
theater contains seating for 135 individuals, projection booth, and audio equipment. In addition to courses 
with high enrollment, the school uses this space for large scale meetings with students and for guest 
lecturers and speakers presenting their work to the school. The ground floor holds a dedicated lecture 
room that contains seating for 50 people. This room features dry erase boards, digital projectors, and 
furniture that allows the room to be configured in a variety of different ways to accommodate different 
types of learning. For smaller scale classes, there are 4 classrooms on the second floor, each with a 
digital projector and the seating capacity for 24 people. 

 
Computer Labs: 

 

Three computer labs in the building provide students with access to computing stations throughout the 
day. The main computer lab contains 40 computing stations along with a digital projector and screen. The 
second computer lab is located in one of the classroom spaces and contains 18 computing stations and 
also has a digital projector and screen. Each of these computer labs host courses that focus on teaching 
software programs to students at specific times during the week. When courses are not in session, 
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students can log in to the computing stations and use them for course related work. A third small lab 
containing 12 computing stations and a digital scanner is available to students throughout the entire day. 
These computer labs are open from 8:00 am to 5:00 pm during the week. A detailed list of digital 
resources available to students and faculty in the School are available at: Dropbox File 31 - Digital 
Resources. 

 
In addition to the computers in the Nathelyne Archie Kennedy Building, there is also a suite of 60 
computing stations in the main campus library. The School of Architecture arranged for the installation of 
software vital to the architecture program on these computers so that students would be able to access 
this software outside of the hours that the computer labs in the Kennedy Building are available. 

 

Printing: 
 

A print lab capable of both large and small format printing, located adjacent to the main computer lab, 
provides printing for both students and faculty throughout the day. This lab contains 4 plotters, as well as 
color and black and white printers for smaller jobs. Printing costs for the students are covered by a course 
fee that allows them to print frequently at no additional cost. 

 
Additional small format printing in both color and black and white are available to administration, faculty, 
and staff in each of the office suites. 

 

Fabrication Resources: 
 

Currently, the building contains a workshop on the east end of the first floor. This space contains a CNC 
router, plasma cutter, laser cutters, 3D printers, and a variety of tools for work with both wood and metal. 
In addition to those located in the workshop, the school purchased additional digital fabrication tools to 
help meet the needs of the students. A stand-alone laser cutter and a large format plotter have been 
added in the graduate studio that is available for use by upper level students (use of laser cutters is 
discouraged for lower level studio projects). The school added additional 3D printers which have been 
placed in a secure space on the third floor of the building. 

 
In response to the increasing needs for both manual and digital fabrication, the University has agreed to 
construct a new digital fabrication lab. This stand-alone facility will expand the capacity for the students 
and faculty to utilize a variety of tools as part of the curriculum. This new building is currently under 
construction and is scheduled to open in January of 2018. The specifics of this new facility are described 
under ‘Fabrication Lab’. A detailed list of existing fabrication resources available to students and faculty in 
the School is available at: Dropbox File 32 - Existing Model shop Fabrication Resources. 

 

Presentation Spaces: 
 

The building provides both formal and informal spaces for students to present and display their work. A 
blank wall between the studio and the common circulation areas in the buildings define the outside edge 
of each studio. Both sides of these walls serve as pin up space for students to share their work and are 
commonly used during project reviews for design studios. On the ground floor, a flexible gallery space 
with movable partitions, serves as a space for formal reviews. A second flexible space exists below the 
monumental staircase that is often used for the presentation of student work. 

 
In addition to the physical spaces, the school possesses six mobile flat screen monitors. These may be 
reserved and checked out as needed. Faculty use these monitors to present lectures to students and to 
allow students to present their work digitally in a variety of spaces. 

 

Common Spaces: 
 

There are a variety of common areas for students to gather throughout the building. The monumental 
stair serves as the main circulation moment in the building and contains seating areas incorporated along 
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the staircase. The second floor has tables and chairs for the students to use on both the east and west 
end of the building. In addition to this, there is also a terrace located on the east end of the second floor 
adjacent to a group of vending machines containing snacks and beverages. On the third floor, sets of 
modular leather furniture and movable tables and chairs at each end of the building provide areas for 
students to relax outside of the studio spaces. 

 
Administrative Offices: 

 

There are two suites of administrative offices located in the northwest corner of the building, one on the 
first floor and one on the second floor. The first floor suite contains the office of the Dean, a conference 
room, and several office and work spaces for program directors and staff. The second floor suite contains 
additional offices for the assistant dean, directors, advisors, faculty and staff. Previously, faculty from the 
College of Business had occupied this space. It was designated as additional office space for the School 
of Architecture when the College of Business vacated the space for a new building in 2016. Students 
have access to both spaces during the day and are able to schedule appointments as needed. 

 

Faculty Offices: 
 

Each full-time faculty member has a dedicated office space within the building. Part-time faculty receive a 
dedicated office as space allows. When all offices are occupied, part-time faculty have access to a shared 
office space located in the faculty lounge on the second floor. 

 

The majority of the full-time faculty offices are located along a long public corridor on the south side of the 
second floor. Each office is furnished with a computer, desk, storage, and seating for at least three 
individuals. These offices provide private space for faculty to advise students, conduct research, and 
prepare for their classes. 
Exhibition Spaces: 

 

The first floor holds two exhibition areas located on the east side of the building. One of these spaces 
typically holds exhibits provided by the Texas Institute for the Preservation of Historic Culture. The other 
space typically holds an evolving exhibition of the best student work created by the students in the school. 
In addition to this, the flexible gallery space located at the center of the building occasionally houses other 
exhibits. 

 
Library: 

 

Two library locations provide students and faculty with the opportunity to check out books, journals, and 
periodicals related to architecture. The main library, located at the center of the campus contains an 
architecture section with 9,964 volumes. A smaller library on the second floor of the Kennedy Building 
contains a small collection of books of which the main library had multiple copies. 

 
Access + Security: 

 

The building currently utilizes a security system that allows access to individuals in possession of a key 
card when the building closes in the evenings and on weekends. In the past, the school would issue key 
cards to faculty, staff, and students so that they could access the building at any time. The university no 
longer supports this system and the School of Architecture has been unable to obtain new cards to issue 
to students. The school is currently working with the university to specify a new security system that will 
allow students and faculty to access the building as needed. 

 
Fabrication Lab: 

 

In response to research conducted by the graduate studio faculty and students, the university agreed that 
there was a need for additional space dedicated to build physical artifacts as part of their education. This 
resulted in the decision to provide funding for a new building that will expand the school’s ability to focus 
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on fabrication at a variety of scales. The Fabrication Lab is currently under construction and is scheduled 
to open for use in January of 2018. Details of the new building may be obtained from the Dean’s Office. 

 

The Fabrication Lab will have separate zones for wood construction, metal fabrication, and digital 
fabrication tools such as laser cutters, CNC routers, 3D printers, and plasma cutters. These new tools will 
provide the school with the ability to construct full scale building components and explore how these tools 
can be used to explore experimental ideas. The faculty are currently discussing methods for incorporating 
these new tools into the curriculum. A detailed list of resources that will be available to students and 
faculty in the new fabrication design center is available at: Dropbox File 33 - New Fabrication Design 
Center Resources. 
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I.2.3 Financial Resources 

 
The major sources of funding for Prairie View A&M University architecture program are a combination of 
allocations from the State of Texas and student tuition and fees. Moneys from these sources are provided 
annually through the University to the academic units on a fiscal calendar of September 1 - August 31. 
These funds are used to support virtually all components of the School, including faculty and staff 
salaries, operating and maintenance expenses, travel, and capital equipment purchases. The table below 
list the budget of the architecture program for Fiscal year 2013 through current fiscal year 2018. 

 

Additional Information can be provided if needed during the visit. 
 

 
School of Architecture Budget  

 
2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 

Permanent Faculty $221,898 $295,855 $240,791 $228,802 $249,859 $249,859 

Non-Permanent $64,314.86 $709,942.17 $787,928.13 $548,094 $729,317 $749,664 

Faculty       

Staff $83,115.00 $89,044.63 $152,909.00 $163,595 $211,587 $211,587 

 
Maintenance & Operations 

 Travel $25,598.36 $24,873.64 $38,394 $31,975 $28,150 $20,354 

 Scholarships $7,500.00 $999.75 $1,000 $19,000 0.00 $21,116 

 Teleph/Mail $12,600 $14,164.00 $14,164 $15,177 $14,164.00 $15,164 

 Copiers $7, 464.07 $7,858.41 $7,858.41 $7,464.07 $7,700 $7,700 

 Student Fees $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 $100,000 
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I.2.4 Information Resources 

 
The School of Architecture has two distinct reference sources. The first is a small in-house reference 
library located on the second floor in the Nathelyne Kennedy Architecture and Art Building. It resembles 
an office reference library in that it contains a small number of germane texts as a student resource. The 
library also contains recent copies of the more frequently accessed journals. 

 

School of Architecture Reference/Resource Library: 
 

985 books, 335 DVD/VHS/CD/cassette/slide resources, 12,000 slides, current issues of 
ARCHITECTURE, ARCHITECTURAL RECORD, DWELL, METROPOLIS, TEXAS ARCHITECT, 
PRESERVATION and back issues (bound and loose) of PROGRESSIVE ARCHITECTURE, 
ARCHITECTURAL RECORD, ARCHITECTURAL DIGEST, ARCHITECTURE REVIEW, AIA JOURNAL 
and a computer station and scanner for student use. 

John B. Coleman Library: 

The second, and more substantial, information resource is the John B. Coleman Library located across 
the street from the Nathelyne Kennedy Architecture and Art Building. Given its proximity to the 
architecture building, the John B. Coleman library serves as the primary student resource. The library 
employs knowledgeable librarians who are well-qualified to provide professional guidance and service in 
not only the use of library materials, but also in research-related endeavors. The Information Service 
Department offers a wide variety of materials and services to library patrons. The services provided 
include assisting patrons in using the public catalog and online databases, providing personal help in 
doing research, from start to finish, and conducting information literacy sessions for classes on how to 
search the online public access catalog, the internet, periodical indexes, etc. Sessions can be tailored to 
fit particular classroom needs. All freshman, new students, transfer students and faculty are required to 
attend at least one information literacy session. 

 
The organization and cataloging of the collection provide outstanding bibliographical and intellectual 
access to information, employing applicable national standards. Most of the materials on architecture are 
classified in the NA section of the Library of Congress Classification system. The library materials are 
ordered, processed and made available to the users in a timely fashion. The newly processed materials 
of the last four months are listed in and searchable from the online public access catalog. 

 
All the library materials are centrally located in the John B. Coleman Library. Students have easy access 
to reserved materials which have been housed adjacent to the Circulation Desk. The hours of operation 
are convenient for faculty and students and adequate to meet the needs of the majority of users. During 
fall and Spring Semesters the library is open 97 hours per week. 

 
Library patrons have 24/7 remote access to databases via a proxy server. There are enough ports to 
handle traffic and there has not been any reported difficulty in accessing the database when the access is 
based on the number of simultaneous users. In addition, for ease of database access, the Library 
implemented a Discovery System, which allows library patrons to search the library catalog as well as 
online databases simultaneously. 

 
The Library continues to participate in cooperative agreements that augment the access of materials not 
existing in the Library. The Library is a member of a national resource sharing organization OCLC, a 
member of a multi-state organization AMIGOS, and a member of the state-wide membership TexShare 
that offers daily courier service among the libraries of the fifty-two higher education institutions in the 
State. 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
JOHN B. COLEMAN LIBRARY 

 
 

Architecture Library Holdings 

As of May 30, 2017 

 
 

As of the spring 2017 Semester the John B. Coleman Library had a total of 322,007 volumes. Close to 
10,000 (9,964), 2.9% of the total collection, relate to Architecture and Construction. Over the past four (4) 
fiscal years, the Library has added over 8,000 volumes (8,382) - Architecture related material accounted 
for 366 volumes, or 4.4% of the volumes purchased during that time. The current library holdings for the 
subject of Architecture represents a growth rate of 4.4% which is consistent with the fact that the 
percentage of the Library Book Budget allocated for the subject of Architecture is 4%. 

 

The library subscribes to over 80 online electronic databases that provide a number of “Full-text online” 
E-Journal titles. Within those databases, 127 titles are related to the study of Architecture. Remote 
access from off-campus is provided to all students and faculty for searching and retrieving information 
from these databases. 

 
The John B. Coleman Library also provides the support of professional librarians to the faculty and 
students of the School of Architecture. Reference librarians are available to provide one-on-one 
assistance as well as to provide faculty requested Research Instruction classes. A librarian is specifically 
assigned to the School of Architecture to provide Research Instruction as well as to coordinate with the 
Collection Development Librarian and a representative from the School of Architecture for the purchase of 
Library material for the subject of Architecture. 

 

The architecture collection is developed to support the undergraduate and graduate study offered in the 
Prairie View Architecture degree programs. The collection supports the curriculum and research needs of 
students, as well as the instructional and research needs of the faculty. Evaluation and assessment of all 
library collections is an ongoing and varied process. 

 
 

Submitted by: 

Janet Russo-Wallick 
Collection Development Librarian 
Prairie View A&M University 
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PRAIRIE VIEW A&M UNIVERSITY 
JOHN B. COLEMAN LIBRARY 

 
 

Statistical Summary of Architecture Materials & Resources 

As of May 30, 2017 
 

 
Total Volumes in the Coleman Library 322,007 

 

Number of Vols. in Architecture Collection 
 

9,964 

 

Percentage of Vols. with Architecture Call Nos. 
 

3% 

 

Number of Architecture E-Journal Titles in Full-Text 
 

127 

 

Number of Architecture Materials Circulated (FY16) 
 

198 

 

Expenditures for Architecture Books (FY16) 
 

$7,400 

 
Percentage of Library Book Budget (FY16) 

 
4% 



Prairie View A&M University 

Architecture Program Report 
September 2017 

45 

 

 

 

I.2.5 Administrative Structure & Governance 
 

University: Prairie View A&M University (PVAMU), the second oldest public institution of higher 
education in Texas, originated in the Texas Constitution of 1876. It is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools Commission on Colleges (SACSCOC). The University is governed 
by a Board of Regents (BOR), which consist of 10 members. They oversee the administration and set 
policy direction for the System’s 11 universities and seven state agencies in the Texas A&M System 
(TAMUS). The Presidents of the 11 system universities report to the TAMUS Chancellor, who reports to 
the BOR. 

 
The President of PVAMU, as the chief executive officer of the University, is responsible to the Chancellor 
and the Board of Regents of the Texas A&M University System for the welfare of the entire university. 
The Provost and Senior Vice-President for Academic Affairs is responsible to the President for all matters 
pertaining to academic affairs. The Deans of the eight colleges and school report to the Provost. The 
Provost convenes a biweekly meeting with deans to discuss curricular, instructional, and academic 
affairs. The Provost conducts quarterly meetings with deans, heads of various departments and academic 
support functions, such as libraries, student enrollment services, financial aid, registrar, admissions and 
information technology to report and discuss academic matters. 

 

School: The Dean of the School of Architecture reports directly to the Provost and Senior Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs and she handles overall administration of the academic program of the School. The 
Associate Dean of the School of Architecture serves as the director of the architecture program reports to 
the dean and supports her in the managing of the four programs within the School. 
The four programs are Architecture, Construction Science, Digital Media Art, and Community 
Development. These programs are administered by directors who report to the dean. Directors for both 
the CURES Center (Community, Urban, and Rural Enhancement Studies) and the Texas Institute for the 
Preservation of History and Culture also report to the Dean. The School of Architecture’s administrative 
structure is similar to that of the other colleges in the University. Minor differences are mainly related to 
overall size. 

 
The School of Architecture currently offers the following degrees: 

o Bachelor of Science in Architecture 

o Bachelor of Science in Construction Science 

o Bachelor of Science in Digital Media Art 

o Master of Architecture 

o Master of Science in Community Development 

 
Governance: Faculty, staff and students have myriad opportunities for involvement in governance of the 
University; including the Faculty Senate and Student Government Association. The School of Architecture 
monthly faculty meetings provide regular opportunities for questions, comments and input. The weekly 
directors’ and staff meeting with the dean and associate dean provide opportunities to discuss and plan 
school academic matters. The Students Advisory Council to the Dean meets every third week of the 
month to discuss matters related to the school7. It is a platform to share input, get feedback, and discuss 
student organizations activates and needs. An all-faculty and staff planning retreat is conducted at the 
beginning of each semester and a one-day final walkthrough assessment is done at the end of each 
semester to review student performance outcomes. 

 
All participants in the School of Architecture are given the opportunity to be involved in the process of 
developing and updating the curriculum by providing recommendation and feedback to the School of 
Architecture Curriculum Committee. Process is outlined in the supplement document. There are 
committees of faculty that assess the products of design studio, regular meetings are held with students 
and student leaders to assess issues of development, while regular meetings with staff and support 
personnel ensure that curriculum goals are both supported and attainable. 
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II.1.1 Student Performance Criteria 

 
The Architecture program is designed as a seamless progression from years one through five with 
students achieving the Bachelor of Science in Architecture degree at the end of their Senior-Year and 
progressing directly into the Master of Architecture professional degree program. The matrix displayed 
below indicates SPC’s that are expected to have been met in the pre-professional Bachelor of Science in 
Architecture degree including SPC’s that are met in the accredited Master of Architecture degree. 

 

NAAB SPC Matrix: 
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Realm A Realm B Realm C Realm D 

SPC - Met in Pre-professional Education                           

ARCH 1253 Architecture Design I A    A                      

ARCH 1266 Architecture Design II    A  A             U        

ARCH 2256 Architecture Design III     A                      

ARCH 2266 Architecture Design IV  A  A                       

ARCH 3256 Architecture Design V        U              U     

ARCH 3266 Architecture Design VI  A    A                     

ARCH 4456 Architecture Design VII        U A A                 

ARCH 4476 Architecture Design VIII   A        A  A  U  U   A A      

ARCH 2273 Materials and Methods I   A                        

ARCH 3283 Material and Methods II               U U           

ARCH 3453 Environmental Systems              A   U          

ARCH 3463 Sustainable Building              A             

ARCH 3293 Structural Systems I                           

ARCH 4433 Structural Systems II             A              

ARCH 2233 History and Theory of Architecture I       U                    

ARCH 2243 History and Theory of Architecture II A      U                    

ARCH 1233 Visual Communications A                          

ARCH 1273 Introduction to Multimedia Computing                           

ARCH 2223 Computer Aided Design            A               

ARCH 4443 CAD Construction Documents and Codes            A      U     U U U U 

SPC - Met in NAAB-accredited Program                           

ARCH 5566 Architecture Design IX               U U           

ARCH 5579 Comprehensive Project Studio   A    U  A A A A A A  U    A A      

ARCH 5483 Structural Systems III                           

ARCH 5513 Research Seminar         A          U        

ARCH 5506 Internship                           

ARCH 5593 Professional Practice                  U    U U U U U 
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Description of Pedagogy and Methodology used to Address Realm C: 
 

The SPC - C.1 Research is listed under the course - ARCH 1266 Architecture Design II. Students in 
ARCH 1266 Architecture Design II conduct research in coordination with their precedent analysis 
projects. In this endeavor, students work in groups to research and study a specific set of buildings. The 
methods of research include searches for information in both books as well as digital media. Students are 
given a specific set of information, some qualitative and some qualitative, upon which they are asked to 
focus their research. The given set of buildings have much in common and provide a multitude of 
solutions to similar problems that buildings are asked to address. Through the comparison of information 
found for their own building to the information shared by other groups in the studio, students begin to 
develop a sense of what problems architects encounter in something as complex as a building while also 
being able to see a variety of possible solutions for addressing those problems. 

 

The SPC - C.1 Research is also listed under the course - ARCH 5513 Research Seminar. This course is 
a self-directed and self-actualizing Seminar where the students are responsible for producing a document 
that provides them with the content needed for their design project to be accomplished in Comprehensive 
Project Studio in the Spring Semester. Through dialogue students: 1) choose a building type for the 
Comprehensive Design Project; 2) outline the programmatic requirements needed to identify required 
square footages and volume requirements for that building; 3) perform a site and context analysis; 4) 
choose benchmark projects that operate as precedent, and; 5) gain an overview of sustainable and 
technical requirements. 

 

The SPC’s - C.2 Integrated Evaluations and Decision-Making and C.3 Integrative Design are listed under 
the course - ARCH 4476 Architecture Design VIII. Students in ARCH 4476 Architecture Design VIII 
receive a lecture and reading on integrative design and the LEED credit for integrative design. The 
students perform a "simple box" model analysis, climate consultant energy analysis, IBC code and 
structure analysis, before completing their schematic design to explore how to reduce energy loads, 
assess and estimate the project's potential non-potable water supply and accomplish sustainability goals. 
Students also receive reading and lecture materials on regenerative design, the Living Building 
Challenge, and the Committee on the Environment (COTE) Student Competition - to develop a 
framework for regenerative regionalism. Further, students in this course meet with "clients" in the 
community and develop a preliminary owner's project requirements (OPR). Students identify, diagram 
and document (in their process books and in their final presentations) how at least four (4) design 
strategies in the design and the building decisions are informed by (per LEED). These include: 

1. Site Conditions: Assess shading, exterior lighting, hardscape, landscaping, and adjacent site 
conditions; 

2. Massing and Orientation: Assess massing and orientation affect HVAC sizing, energy consumption, 
lighting, and renewable energy opportunities; 

3. Basic Envelop Attributes: Assess insulation values, window to wall ratios, glazing characteristics, 
shading, and window operability; 

4. Lighting Levels in Occupied Spaces; 
5. Thermal comfort ranges; 
6. Programmatic and Operational Parameters: Plug and play load needs; and 
7. Plumbing Systems: Rainwater quantity and quality, sewage conveyance and/ or on site treatment 

systems, roofing systems and or building form and geometry, landscaping, irrigation and site 
elements. 

In addition, students are required to purchase and reference the Architect’s Studio Companion for 
systems, structure, and code integration. 

 

The SPC’s - C.2 Integrated Evaluations and Decision-Making and C.3 Integrative Design are also listed 
under the course - ARCH 5579 Comprehensive Project Studio. This course is a collaborative and multi- 
disciplinary design studio where students self-direct their Comprehensive Design Project with the aid of 
faculty and consultants. Through collaborative and solitary processes, the students engage, enable, 
implement, and tweak their Research Seminar findings into the Comprehensive Design Project. Through 
dialogue students: 1) choose to reject, modify or use the content from the Research Seminar document; 
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2) broaden their understanding of the contextuality as a subject of study at multiple scales; 3) gain the 
ability to respond to environmental and contextual aspects of site while designing; 4) gain the ability to 
design with standards and rules; 5) gain the ability to appropriate and make drawings that address the 
technical aspects of the building design; 6) gain the ability to write specifications that present and expand 
their understanding of materials and processes; 7) gain the ability to make models that address assembly 
and section; 8) work with structural and mechanical engineers to advance their understanding of, and 
ability to integrate the required systems in their projects. 

 
Description of Methodology for Assessing Student Work: 

 

Work produced by students in the Architecture program is assessed regularly by faculty. Design studios 
utilize external juries or outside critics in conjunction with internal faculty during the semester and during 
final design reviews. Regular design studio reviews are intended to encourage students to improve on a 
continuous basis. In addition, regular feedback provides students with the opportunity to envision their 
academic performance in relation with their fellow peers, with the overarching goal of becoming self- 
critical. Students are recognized for strengths displayed in their work and are provided with constructive 
and balanced criticism, all the while encouraging them to perform at a higher level. The assessment of 
student work encompasses a thorough discussion of theoretical and practical applications related with the 
pedagogy of architecture, and includes both commendation and recommendation. In this manner, the 
faculty ensures that student work is assessed in a fair, equitable and unbiased manner, through 
constructive criticism and open dialogue. This methodology provides an overview of the academic 
abilities of students, including an in-depth understanding of learning effectiveness in the program. While 
the process of reviewing student work is seen as an opportunity to evaluate and grade specific course 
deliverables, it is also an effective way to assess pedagogical underpinnings and learning goals in relation 
to the overall curriculum. 

 
All syllabi clearly list all course requirements and course grade expectations. General guidelines that are 
used in determining the performance and quality of student work are as follows: 

Grade A: Student's work is of exceptional quality and the solutions to problems show a depth of 
understanding of the program requirements. Project is fully developed and presented well 
both orally and graphically. Student has developed a strong and appropriate concept 
which clearly enhances the overall solution. The full potential of the problem has been 
realized and demonstrated. Student work assessed at this level is classified as “High 
Pass”. 

Grade B: Student's work shows above average understanding and clear potential. All program 
requirements are fulfilled and clearly and concisely presented. 

Grade C: Student's work meets minimum objectives of course and solves major problem 
requirements. Work shows normal understanding and effort. Quality of project as well as 
the development of knowledge and skills is average. Student work assessed at this level 
is classified as “Low Pass”. 

Grade D: Student's work shows limited understanding and/or effort. Minimum problem 
requirements have not been met. Quality of project or performance as well as 
development of knowledge and skills is below average. 

Grade F: Student's work is unresolved, incomplete and/or unclear. Minimum course objectives or 
project requirements are not met, and student's work shows lack of understanding and/or 
effort. Quality of project or performance is not acceptable. 
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II.2.1 Institutional Accreditation 
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II.2.2 Professional Degrees & Curriculum 

 
Title of Professional Degree Offered: Master of Architecture 
Title of Pre-requisite Degree Offered: Bachelor of Science in Architecture 

Master of Architecture: 

The NAAB-accredited Master of Architecture (professional) degree is composed of 36 credit hours, 
distributed as follows: 

Professional Studies: 30 credit hours 
Optional Studies: 6 credit hours 

 
The curriculum outline for the 36 credit hour Master of Architecture Program is as follows: 

Master of Architecture Curriculum Core Courses (Required) 

ARCH 5483 Structural Systems III 3 hours 

ARCH 5506 Internship 6 hours 

ARCH 5513 Research Seminar 3 hours 

ARCH 5566 Architecture Design IX 6 hours 

ARCH 5579 Comprehensive Project Studio 9 hours 

ARCH 5593 Professional Practice 3 hours 
 Professional Studies Total 30 hours 
   

 Optional Studies Total 6 hours 
   

 Total Coursework 36 hours 

 

The minimum number of semester credit hours for the Master of Architecture Program is as follows: 
6 credit hours Summer Semester 
15 credit hours Fall Semester 
15 credit hours Spring Semester 

A detailed listing of semester and course sequence for the Master of Architecture Program is available at: 
Dropbox File 18 - Master of Architecture Degree - Program I. 

 

Prairie View A&M University offers the 36 credit hour NAAB-accredited Master of Architecture 
(professional) degree to all students who have met the standards of admission, completing a pre- 
professional degree (matriculating from the professional track of the Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
Program) and where applicable, producing a certified transcript from an accredited university that 
confirms the applicant has successfully completed: 

30 General Education credits (outside of architectural content) 
3 Social and Behavioral Science credits (in 1 course) 
45 Studio credits (in 8 sequential architectural design studios) 
12 Visual and Technical Communication credits (in 4 courses) 
6 History and Theory of Architecture credits (in 2 courses) 
6 Structural Systems credits (in 2 courses) 
6 Material and Methods credits (in 2 courses) 
3 Environmental Systems credits (in 1 course) 
3 Sustainable Building credits (in 1 course) 
18 Elective credits 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
132 minimum undergraduate credit hours 

or the equivalent thereof. Transcript evaluation is primarily undertaken by the Office of Graduate Studies: 
(http://www.pvamu.edu/graduatestudies/). 132 credits of undergraduate education combined with the 36 
credit hour Master of Architecture curriculum equals the 168 credit hours required by NAAB for the 
accredited degree. 

http://www.pvamu.edu/graduatestudies/
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Bachelor of Science in Architecture: 
 

The Bachelor of Science in Architecture (pre-professional) degree (professional track) is composed of 
132 semester credit hours, distributed as follows: 

Professional Studies: 81 semester credit hours 
General Studies: 33 semester credit hours 
Optional Studies: 18 semester credit hours 

 
The curriculum outline for the 132 credit hour Bachelor of Science in Architecture Program is as follows: 

Bachelor of Science in Architecture Curriculum Core Courses (Required) 

ARCH 1233 Visual Communications 3 hours 

ARCH 1253 Architecture Design I 3 hours 

ARCH 1266 Architecture Design II 6 hours 

ARCH 1273 Introduction to Multimedia Computing 3 hours 

ARCH 2223 Computer Aided Design 3 hours 

ARCH 2233 History and Theory of Architecture I 3 hours 

ARCH 2243 History and Theory of Architecture II 3 hours 

ARCH 2256 Architecture Design III 6 hours 

ARCH 2266 Architecture Design IV 6 hours 

ARCH 2273 Material and Methods I 3 hours 

ARCH 3256 Architecture Design V 6 hours 

ARCH 3266 Architecture Design VI 6 hours 

ARCH 3283 Material and Methods II 3 hours 

ARCH 3293 Structural Systems I 3 hours 

ARCH 3453 Environmental Systems 3 hours 

ARCH 3463 Sustainable Building 3 hours 

ARCH 4433 Structural Systems II 3 hours 

ARCH 4443 CAD Construction Documents and Codes 3 hours 

ARCH 4456 Architecture Design VII (required for professional track)* 6 hours 

ARCH 4476 Architecture Design VIII (required for professional track)* 6 hours 
 Professional Studies Total 81 hours 
   

ENGL 1123 Freshman Composition I 3 

ENGL 1143 Technical Writing 3 

FINA 2103 Personal Financial Management and Planning 3 

HIST 1313 U.S. to 1876 3 

HIST 1323 U.S. 1876 to Present 3 

MATH 1123 Trigonometry 3 

PHSC 1123 Physical Science I 3 

PHSC 2123 Physical Science II 3 

POSC 1113 American Government 3 

POSC 1123 Texas Government 3 
 Social and Behavioral Science 3 
 General Studies Total 33 hours 
   

 Optional Studies Total 18 hours 
   

 Total Coursework 132 hours 

 

* Note: Students who opt to pursue the non-professional track of the Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
Program, will take an additional 12 semester credit hours of optional studies in lieu of ARCH 4456 
Architecture Design VII and ARCH 4476 Architecture Design VIII. Students pursuing the non-professional 
track will therefore have a total of 30 hours of Optional Studies. 
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The minimum number of semester credit hours for the Bachelor of Science in Architecture Program is as 
follows: 

 

Freshman Year: 
15  credit hours Fall Semester 
18  credit hours Spring Semester 

 
Sophomore Year: 

18  credit hours Fall Semester 
18  credit hours Spring Semester 

 
Junior Year: 

15  credit hours Fall Semester 
18  credit hours Spring Semester 

 

Senior Year: 
15  credit hours Fall Semester 
15  credit hours Spring Semester 

 
A detailed listing of semester and course sequence for the Bachelor of Science in Architecture Program is 
available at: Dropbox File 19 - Bachelor of Science in Architecture Degree. 

 

Other degree programs offered by the School of Architecture include: (1) Bachelor of Science in 
Construction Science; (2) Bachelor of Science in Digital Media Arts; and (3) Master of Science in 
Community Development. Students are provided with the opportunity to pursue the double major in 
Architecture and Construction Science (Bachelor of Science in Architecture Degree + Bachelor of Science 
in Construction Science Degree) which requires the completion of an additional 30 semester credit hours 
while completing the Bachelor of Science in Architecture for a total of 162 semester hours. Students who 
intend to complete the double major are required to take the following courses, in addition to completing 
all required coursework (132 hours) of the Bachelor of Science in Architecture Curriculum: 
ARCH 3013 Construction Estimating (3 credits) 
ARCH 4743 Building Information Modeling (3 credits) 
CONS 3533 Managing Operations (3 credits) 
CONS 3633 Surveying and Soils (3 credits) 
CONS 4403 Internship (3 credits) 
CONS 4423 Commercial Construction (3 credits) or CONS 4413, CONS 4433, CONS 4443, CONS 4453 
CONS 4603 Labor and Safety (3 credits) 
CONS 4633 Law and Ethics (3 credits) 
CONS 4753 Scheduling and Cost Control (3 credits) 
CONS 4773 Project Controls (3 credits) 
A detailed listing of semester and course sequence for double major (Bachelor of Science in Architecture 
Degree + Bachelor of Science in Construction Science Degree) is available at: Dropbox File 20 - Bachelor 
of Science in Architecture + Construction Science. 

 
Bachelor of Science in Architecture Degree students may also obtain a minor in Construction Science by 
completing 18 credit hours (as listed below), as part of optional studies coursework within the Bachelor of 
Science in Architecture Curriculum: 
ARCH 3013 Construction Estimating (3 credits) 
ARCH 4743 Building Information Modeling (3 credits) 
CONS 3633 Surveying and Soils (3 credits) 
CONS 4423 Commercial Construction (3 credits) 
CONS 4603 Labor and Safety (3 credits) 
CONS 4633 Law and Ethics (3 credits) 
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As of this writing, students in the Architecture program may select from 28 minors offered within the 
University. With 18 semester credit hours of optional studies within the Bachelor of Science in 
Architecture Curriculum, most minors can be accomplished using those hours. A detailed listing of minors 
available to students in the Architecture program is available at: Dropbox File 21 - List of Minors. 
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II.3 Evaluation of Preparatory Education 

 
The School of Architecture is committed to a thorough and equitable process to evaluate prospective 
students applying for admission into the M.Arch. program. There are three program options available for 
students wishing to complete the professional M.Arch. degree in architecture. 

 

Program I: For students matriculating from the professional track of the Bachelor of Science in 
Architecture (pre-professional) degree. This option requires 36 semester credit hours of study at the 
graduate level. A list of semester and course sequence for students enrolled in Program I is available 
at: Dropbox File 18 - Master of Architecture Degree - Program I. 

 
Program II: For students matriculating from a four-year, pre-professional program. This option 
requires between 48 and 60 semester credit hours of study, depending on the extent and level of the 
preparation of the applicant. A list of semester and course sequence for students enrolled in Program 
II is available at: Dropbox File 22 - Master of Architecture Degree - Program II. 

 
Program III: For students entering with a bachelor’s degree in some field other than architecture. This 
option requires 117 semester credit hours of study involving a combination of undergraduate and 
graduate level courses. A list of semester and course sequence for students enrolled in Program III is 
available at: Dropbox File 23 - Master of Architecture Degree - Program III. 

 
All students admitted to the Master of Architecture program must meet the admission requirements of the 
Graduate School of Prairie View A&M University, including: 
1. Submission of a completed application for admission to the Graduate School. 
2. A bachelor’s degree from an accredited college or university. 
3. An official transcript of all college work from the registrar of each college previously attended. 
4. A minimum undergraduate cumulative Grade Point Average of 2.75 on a 4.00 grading scale for 

regular graduate degree status. 
5. Less than 2.75 but a minimum of a 2.45 Grade Point Average on a 4.00 scale for provisional graduate 

status. Departments may use the last 60 semester hours credit for admitting students in this category. 
6. Three letters of recommendation from persons in the field of the applicant’s academic major or area 

of concentration. 
7. Official scores on the Graduate Records Examination. 
8. Recommendation for admission by the department head and dean of the college in which the 

graduate program applied for is offered and formal acceptance by the dean of the Graduate School. 
In addition, for students applying to Programs I and II, the School of Architecture will require submission 
of a design portfolio for review. 

 

Evaluation of transfer credits begins at the University level where the Office of Admissions reviews and 
evaluates all transcripts for transfer and equivalence. Transfer is determined based upon the 
accreditation of the issuing institution, while equivalency of non-architecture courses is determined by the 
College, School or Department that offers the equivalent course. A record of equivalencies is maintained 
at the University level to avoid repetition of this task. A grade of “C” or better is required to transfer credit. 

 
The School of Architecture uses the University’s evaluation to determine the appropriate use of all 
transfer courses that are to be applied to the Bachelor of Science degree. Transfer credits are evaluated 
by the School Academic Specialist for all students entering the architecture program. Typically, the 
Director and the Academic Specialist assume this responsibility with support from appropriate level staff 
when evaluating both studio and non-studio coursework in architecture. Credits for design studios are 
based upon a review of the student’s portfolio, while non-studio courses are subject to a review of catalog 
description if necessary. The evaluation of architecture courses is done with the objectives of Prairie View 
A&M University courses and the NAAB Performance Criteria assigned to these courses. Non-architecture 
courses are generally accepted based upon the University admissions review and assignment of credit. 
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II.4 Public Information 

 
II.4.1 Statement on NAAB-Accredited Degrees: 

 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/ 
 

II.4.2 Access to NAAB Conditions and Procedures: 
 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/ 
 

II.4.3 Access to Career Development Information: 
 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/ 
  

II.4.4 Public Access to APRs and VTRs: 
 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/ 
 

II.4.5 ARE Pass Rates: 
 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/ 
 

II.4.6 Admissions and Advising: 
 

      http://www.pvamu.edu/admissions/ 

      http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/wp-content/uploads/sites/64/school-of-architecture-admissions.pdf 
 

II.4.7 Student Financial Information: 
 

http://www.pvamu.edu/faid/ 

http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/academics/accreditation/
http://www.pvamu.edu/admissions/
http://www.pvamu.edu/soa/wp-content/uploads/sites/64/school-of-architecture-admissions.pdf
http://www.pvamu.edu/faid/
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III.1.1 Annual Statistical Reports 
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III.1.2 Interim Progress Reports 
 

Not applicable (Per the Guide to the 2014 Conditions for Accreditation and Preparation of an Architecture 
Program Report, the NAAB will provide the following directly to the team at the same time as the VTR 
template and other materials: 
1) All narrative annual or interim reports submitted since the last visit. 
2) All NAAB Responses to annual reports submitted between 2008 and 2012. 
3) In the event a program underwent a Focused Evaluation, the Focused Evaluation Program Report 

and Focused Evaluation Team Report, including appendices and addenda. 


