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Chair of Dissertation Committee: Chairperson’s Name
[bookmark: _Hlk54018475]
Text begins here. The length is 250-350 words. The Abstract should reflect the entire document and summarize the research and findings in your study. Ideally, the Abstract will be relatively brief and information dense but should cover the following: (1) problem and purpose of the study, (2) current approaches to problem and gaps in the literature, (3) research questions, (4) methodology used including population, (5) main findings, and (6) main conclusions. The text is double-spaced. There must be no additional space before or after titles and headings.
Keywords: <indented, in italics, words in lowercase except proper nouns; no punctuation> 






[bookmark: _Toc192148046]DEDICATION
Text begins here. The Dedication page is optional, follows the Abstract page, and should be one page in length. The title DEDICATION is capitalized and centered at the top of the page. Use the same margins, font style, and size as used in the rest of the document.
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Text begins here (ideally one page). The Acknowledgements page is optional, follows the Dedication page, should be one page in length. The title ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS is capitalized and centered at the top of the page. Use the same margins, font style, and size as used in the rest of the document. 
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CHAPTER I
[bookmark: _Toc437242458][bookmark: _Toc47712101][bookmark: _Toc48769968][bookmark: _Toc192148051]INTRODUCTION
[bookmark: _Toc47712102][bookmark: _Toc48769969][bookmark: _Toc192148052]Overview/Background
[bookmark: _Hlk35176784]The Introduction should broadly describe your research focus and explain why the focus is worthy of study. The section essentially offers a preview of the elements that anchor your first chapter; namely your problem, purpose, and importance/significance. The Introduction (also called Background) identifies the problem and then discusses your proposed solution (that is, typically the title/focus of your study). In most instances, the title or focus of your study is not the same as the problem of your study. Your title or focus is really your proposed solution.
This section should clearly explicate the gap in the literature and state how and why your study (your proposed solution) may further existing research. The gap is the need or opportunity that has been identified by other scholars and researchers in the literature. The gap is not your opinion even though your knowledge and experiences may serve as antidotal evidence. You cannot automatically presume what you determine is a problem has also been identified by others in the discipline in a like manner. As such, the problem should be supported with citations. This should be the last line to allow for the style statement below.
____________
This thesis follows the American Psychology Association, 7th  edition.


[bookmark: _Toc437242462][bookmark: _Toc47712103][bookmark: _Toc48769970]All facts and statistics should be attributed to the appropriate source and represent the most current data possible. The majority of citations should be from within the last five to seven years. If you do use older references, make sure to pair them with more recent sources. Make sure you do not write in present tense supported by citations that are out of date (for instance citations 10, 15 or 20 years old). 
Just as important, the majority of your citations should be from primary sources. A primary source represents original content. Citing secondary sources should be avoided except when primary source is unavailable or out of date. Define agriculture jargon when you use it and then include the word or term under the Definition of Terms. Words should be defined according to how other scholars and researchers use them in your discipline, not how they are defined in a dictionary and certainly not Wikipedia. Thereafter, the acronym can be used. 
A note about capitalization. One of the earliest grammar lessons taught is that proper nouns are capitalized. Also note that according to the TDDP Manual, all paragraphs must be indented. The TDDP Manual is available on the Office of Graduate Studies webpage.
Finally, make sure each paragraph contains at least three sentences (topic sentence, supporting details, and conclusion). Furthermore, and make sure each paragraph properly transitions to the next. Also remember that there is only one space after every period. 


[bookmark: _Toc192148053][bookmark: _Toc437242463][bookmark: _Toc47712104][bookmark: _Toc48769971]Theoretical Framework Overview
[bookmark: _Hlk50486363][bookmark: _Hlk50652747]The framework (theoretical = theory or conceptual = model) is the lens through which your study is viewed. It not only guides the research but acts in similar fashion as a mirror that magnifies the phenomenon to see whether there are discrepancies in the research and if there are discrepancies, can they be explained by the framework (Imenda, 2014). Most importantly, the framework lays the foundation for your research questions. 
It is vital that you know the difference between a theoretical framework and a conceptual framework. Ngulube et al. (2015) explained that theoretical frameworks stem from established theories in the literature whereas conceptual frameworks are diagrammatic representations of concepts (i.e. ideas) or constructs (variables) that show their relationship to the problem/phenomenon under study. The conceptual framework visual illustrates linkage of the abstracts to empirical data. Theories explain and predict while conceptual frameworks provide visual understanding (Ngulube et al., 2015).
Before you select your framework, make sure you discuss with your chair and methodologist to ensure what you are using provides the best lens for your research. Explain why the framework is best for your topic and why it is central to understanding the phenomenon. If it is an existing theory, explain the background/history and its development over time. If there are certain scholars associated with the theory or model, include them. The minimum length should be at least two pages. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148054]Purpose and Objectives
[bookmark: _Toc47712105][bookmark: _Toc48769972]This paragraph(s) discusses the purpose of your study and who the purpose will benefit. Sample language for a quantitative research design might be, “The purpose/intent/objective of this quantitative (casual comparative/correlational) design is to (investigate/determine/discover) __________” (Creswell & Creswell, 2018, p. 124). If you have more than one purpose, be sure to explain each. This section can be as short as one paragraph or as long as one to two pages. Fig. 1 is an example of a Fig. formatted according to IEEE. 
Figure 1 
Title of Figure 1



    

[bookmark: _Toc192145390]Figure 2 
Title of Figure 2

[bookmark: _Toc437242468][bookmark: _Toc47712107][bookmark: _Toc48769974][bookmark: _Hlk28275936][bookmark: _Toc437242464]
[bookmark: _Toc111206893]               

[bookmark: _Toc192148055]
Definition of Terms 
Terms that appear here should be in alphabetical order and unique to the discipline. They are not every day common words with common meanings. Moreover, they should be defined according to the literature, that is, how they are used by other researchers and scholars, not the dictionary. Methodological terms are rarely included here. They are defined as used in Chapter III.
Word: definition with citation at the end.
Word: definition with citation at the end.
Word: definition with citation at the end.
Word: definition with citation at the end.
Word: definition with citation at the end.
[bookmark: _Toc111206920][bookmark: _Toc192148056][bookmark: _Hlk49337565][bookmark: _Toc431633860][bookmark: _Toc437242470][bookmark: _Toc437242471]Assumptions, Limitations and Delimitations
[bookmark: _Hlk50653152]Assumptions, limitations and delimitations are typically placed in Chapter I, sometimes Chapter III, or in Chapter V. As with other elements, the placement is often the preference of the chairperson. Assumptions are views you hold. They should be stated and explained.
Limitations are considered factors or weaknesses that can impact a study that are beyond the control of the researcher (Simon & Goes, 2013; Theofanidis & Fountouki, 2018). Limitations can be related to the research design process as in your goal was to select two high schools but only one was available due to some unforeseen circumstance, or 15 persons submitted informed consent but three of them elected to withdraw from study for personal reasons. The important point here is that limitations that materially affected the research process or outcomes should be documented. 
[bookmark: _Hlk50653180]On the other hand, delimitations are those factors that can impact a study that are within the control of the researcher (Theofanidis & Fountouki, 2018). Delimitations “are mainly concerned with the study’s theoretical background, objectives, research questions, variable under study and study sample” (Theofanidis & Fountouki, 2018, p. 157). An explanation of each must be provided.
As stated above, the location of this section is usually determined by the preference of your Chair or Methodologist. It is not uncommon for it to be located in Chapter V. In some instances, it is included in Chapter III. Check with your chair to determine where it should be located in your study.
[bookmark: _Toc192148057]Significance of the Study
[bookmark: _Toc437242465][bookmark: _Toc47712106][bookmark: _Toc48769973][bookmark: _Hlk39249557]In some instances, it may be the preference of the chair to couple this section with the Purpose section. Whether this is a stand-alone sub-heading or whether it is coupled with Purpose of the Study, you should identify and describe why your study is important to the discipline of agriculture and state the practical implications of the potential results. Significance also discusses how the research may extend or contribute to existing models or theories. The importance of your study is not opinion! All statements of fact must be supported by citations. 
Above all else, make sure you qualify your statements with words like may, or can. Rarely are absolutes in research. At best, extrapolations and inferences can be made but keep in mind, there are always exceptions. Further, at the proposal stage, you do not want to prejudge your data. As a researcher, you must be willing to follow the data – not lead the data. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148058]Organization of the Study (optional)
	Explain how the study is organized in this section. Stay consistent with roman numerals for chapter headings (that is, do not use Chapter One since PV’s chapters are written as Chapter I, Chapter II, Chapter III, etc.). Remember to have at least three sentences per paragraph.
[bookmark: _Toc111206894][bookmark: _Toc192148059]Summary
Summarize the chapter and provide the reader with a preview of the upcoming chapters. This should be at minimum three to five sentences. The typical length of Chapter I is 12-18 pages. 











[bookmark: _Hlk48770516]CHAPTER II
[bookmark: _Toc47712111][bookmark: _Toc48769978][bookmark: _Toc192148060]LITERATURE REVIEW
[bookmark: _Hlk50652859]The Introductory paragraph to the literature review restates the purpose of your study. Next, it explains what you are reviewing and its significance to your topic. The literature review should cover some or all of the following (check with your Chair/Methodologist first): (1) overview or historical background of your problem, (2) analysis and synthesis of the literature related to your problem and purpose; this means reporting the results of studies closely related to your topic, with a focus on strengths and weaknesses (Rocco & Plakhotnik, 2009), (3) analysis and synthesis of the literature related to the justification of your study. What the literature review is not is a book report or a summary of the literature. It is designed to showcase work by others you deem important to providing context, understanding of the problem, and justification for your research. Think of this chapter as ‘capturing the conversation in the literature.
Imagine you are standing behind a huge plate glass window, looking into a room full of people. Some persons are standing by themselves, some are standing in groups of two, three, four, or five. The people represent a specific area/topic in the literature. Your job is to capture what they are saying, that is, what is the overall consensus in the room? Has the consensus changed over time? For a particular person or group, what was their research problem? What was the purpose of their study? What methodology did they use? What were their findings? Were their findings consistent or not consistent with other groups in the room? Did their findings break new group? How does the conversation in the room relate to your study?
Before you begin your literature review, it is recommended you develop your list of sub-headings, and get them approved before writing. This can eliminate the number of rewrites or shifts in focus or emphasis suggested by your committee members. For suggestions, look at other dissertations on your topic to see what areas they covered. Getting approval up front will ensure you are moving in the right direction. Note that you should be reviewing the most recent literature available and that should include other dissertations. However, there are some topics that have been extensively covered. In those instances, you need to make sure you have a good grasp of what others have produced and that may mean going back several decades. You can group the literature according to theoretical perspectives, time periods, reform efforts, important topics, or methodology (quantitative or qualitative). Your literature review should be between 25 and 50 pages.
One method of approaching the literature review is to pull relevant literature for each sub-section and discuss it in chronological order. In this way, it is easier to demonstrate either long-standing trends or theoretical perspectives, note outliers, discuss the specific contributions of a scholar or scholarship, and illuminate strengths and weaknesses. Such continuity can aid in fashioning a coherent chapter.
Rigor is evidenced by analysis and synthesis – not reporting. This, more than any other chapter, is where the perspectives and findings of others are showcased. Analysis is breaking apart. Synthesis is putting back together. If your literature does not have a lot of citations or is you just reported on the room, you likely have not produced a quality literature review.
A word about tense you should use past tense when you are expressing or referring to something or a condition that already occurred This means, as you discuss literature that has already been written, you should use past tense. If you do use present perfect tense, then you must be consistent throughout your document. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148061]Introduction
[bookmark: _Toc106986311][bookmark: _Toc111206897][bookmark: _Toc192148062]Topic Two
[bookmark: _Toc49336318][bookmark: _Toc111206899][bookmark: _Toc192148063]Summary
A summary of this chapter and a preview of the rest of the study is written here. A note of caution regarding single-source citations. Single-source citations in and of themselves are not bad. However, single-source citations can infer that the student does not have a good grasp of the literature, the research skills are poor, or the student is lazy. Of course, it is possible for none of those assumptions to be true, but the inference is that they are. Single-source citations cannot be avoided when discussing the particular work of scholars or researchers. However, it should be good research practice to have multiple sources for statements of fact.



CHAPTER III
[bookmark: _Toc437242478][bookmark: _Toc47712130][bookmark: _Toc48769994][bookmark: _Toc192148064]METHOD
[bookmark: _Toc437242479]The Introductory paragraph in general should address what you will cover in this chapter. You should have at least five sentences. This template follows a qualitative research design. There is a separate chapter for quantitative research designs.
[bookmark: _Toc192148065]Introduction
	Text begins here.
[bookmark: _Toc192148066]Purpose and Objectives
Text begins here.
[bookmark: _Toc192148067]Sub-heading
	Text begins here. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148068]Sub-heading
[bookmark: _Hlk50652991]Text begins here.
[bookmark: _Toc192105025]Table 1
  
Participant Demographics

	Sample Table
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc192148069]Sub-heading
Detail the data source(s) and how you intend to collect the data. If you are using archival data, explain the procedures for gaining access to the data set(s). Describe the necessary permission to gain access. If historical documents or legal documents are used as sources of data, demonstrate the reputability of the sources and justify why they represent the best sources of data. Be sure to state where and how data will be stored in accordance with PVAMU’s data retention policy.
[bookmark: _Toc192148070]Instruments and Measurements
	For published instruments, discuss the name of the developer of the instrument and year of publication. Describe the appropriateness of the instrument for your study. State that permission to use the instrument was obtained from the developer (or relevant party/entity). Discuss the published reliability and validity values relevant to their use in the study. This includes how variables/scale score is calculated. Discuss where or with what population the instrument was previously used and how validity and reliability were established. 
[bookmark: _Toc437242486][bookmark: _Toc111206906][bookmark: _Toc192148071]Data Analysis Steps
Identify software used for analysis. Provide explanation of data cleaning and screening procedures as appropriate for the study. Describe in detail the analysis plan including the statistical tests that will be or were used to test the hypotheses, procedures used to account for multiple statistical tests, rationale for inclusion of potential covariates or confounding variables, and how results will be/were interpreted (key parameter estimates, confidence intervals or probability values, odds ratios, etc.).





[bookmark: _Toc192105026]Table 2
Outline of Data Analysis Steps


[bookmark: _Toc111206907][bookmark: _Toc192148072]Validation Measures
[bookmark: _Hlk50653078][bookmark: _Toc437242487]Describe threats to external validity, for example, testing reactivity, interaction effects of selection and experimental variables, specificity of variables, reactive effects of experimental arrangements, and multiple treatment interference. Include how they will be or were addressed. Also describe threats to internal validity, for example, the history, maturation, testing, instrumentation, statistical regression, experimental mortality, and selection-maturation interaction. Include how they will be or were addressed. Finally, describe any threats to construct or statistical validity. Be sure to define terms.
[bookmark: _Toc111206908][bookmark: _Toc192148073]Ethics and Risks  
Explain why principles and ethics are important to research. Then discuss how your study will meet or met an acceptable standard of ethics regarding protecting the privacy and confidentiality of your participants -if applicable. Here is where you can address securing institutional permissions, including IRB and other requisite entities, the Informed Consent if applicable, strategies to prevent coercion, and any potential conflicts of interest. If you are using archival data, describe the treatment of the data, that is, whether the data are anonymous or confidential, and any concerns related to each. Also include protections for confidential data like data storage procedures, data dissemination, who will have access to the data, and when the data will be destroyed.
Define risks for the type of study you are conducting. Second, address how risks are inherent in all research endeavors. Next discuss any risks or potential harm participants, if any, will face or faced if your study involved an instrument, and how you mitigated risks. Other ethical issues that may need to be addressed involve explaining procedures followed, if, for instance, you conducted the study in your work environment, or power differentials. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148074]Chapter Summary
	Use at least one paragraph to summarize chapter here.











CHAPTER IV
[bookmark: _Toc192148075]RESULTS AND findings
Restate the purpose of your study. The research questions and hypotheses can also be restated here.
[bookmark: _Toc192148076]Introduction
Text begins here.
[bookmark: _Toc192148077]Purpose and Objectives
[bookmark: _Toc192148078]Data Collection
Describe the time frame for data collection as the actual recruitment and response rates. Present any discrepancies in data collection from the plan presented in Chapter III. Report baseline descriptive and demographic characteristics of the sample. Describe how representative the sample is of the population or how proportional it is to the larger population if non-probability sampling is used (external validity). Provide results of basic univariate analyses that justify inclusion of covariates in the model, if applicable. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148079]Results
Report descriptive statistics that appropriately characterize the sample. Evaluate statistical assumptions. Report statistical analysis findings, organized by research questions and hypotheses including: the exact statistics and associated probability values, confidence intervals around the statistics, and effect sizes. Report results of post-hoc analyses of statistical tests. Report any additional statistical tests of hypotheses that emerged from the analysis of the main hypotheses. Include Tables and Figures to illustrate the results. Tables and Figures must conform to APA formatting standards.
[bookmark: _Toc111206913][bookmark: _Toc192148080][bookmark: _Hlk49333244]Summary
Provide a summary of the chapter. 




















CHAPTER V
[bookmark: _Toc192148081]conclusions and recommendations

[bookmark: _Toc192148082][bookmark: _Hlk49333687]Introduction
Text begins here.
[bookmark: _Toc192148083][bookmark: _Hlk49333711]Purpose and Objectives
Text begins here. 
[bookmark: _Toc192148084][bookmark: _Hlk49333755]Conclusions
[bookmark: _Hlk49333897]Text begins here.
[bookmark: _Toc111206921][bookmark: _Toc192148085]Concluding Thoughts/Summary
Here is where you put your final point on your study. This section can be as brief as one paragraph or as extensive as two to three pages. Be sure that you tie everything together, not introducing new or unrelated conclusions that do not appear anywhere else in your document.
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