
 
 

 

Thyroid Cancer Facts 

 

Even though cancer rates are going down, thyroid cancer is being seen more 

often, particularly in women. More than three times as many women as men will 

get thyroid cancer. Fortunately, this cancer has a low death rate. 

 

The exact cause of thyroid cancer isn't known. In its early stages there are few 

signs of cancer. But as it grows, you could notice some changes. These signs 

might be the result of other problems, but be sure to tell your doctor if you have 

any of these: 

 

 A lump in the neck that can be seen or felt 

 Constant hoarseness, or trouble speaking in a normal voice 

 Enlarged lymph glands, especially in the neck 

 Trouble swallowing or breathing 

 Throat or neck pain 
Source: Mayo Foundation for Medical Education and Research 
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