Prairie View A&M University Representative
Selected To Attend National Conservation Forum

“Preserving America’s Diverse Heritage” to focus on at-risk museum,
library collections

January 8, 2008, Washington, DC—Dr. Rosie L. Albritton, Prairie View A&M
University’s Director of Library Services, at the John B. Coleman Library, Prairie View,
Texas, has been selected to attend a national forum, January 31- February 1, 2008, in
Atlanta, Georgia on “Preserving America’s Diverse Heritage.” She is one of 30
representatives of small and medium-sized collecting institutions nationwide invited to
participate based on their leadership in the profession and in their communities.

More than 100 national conservation leaders, government officials, and museum, library,
and archives professionals will take part in the forum focusing on culturally diverse
American collections. It will be held at Atlanta’s High Museum of Art.

Sponsored by the Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and organized in
cooperation with Heritage Preservation, the event will underscore the perils that endanger
the books, works of art, documents, and historically significant materials specific to
African American, Native American and Latino collections.

“Qur nation’s treasures are visited billions of times a year in libraries and museums
across the country. Those representing some of our diverse cultures are essential to
education and innovation, and yet their future is at risk,” said IMLS Director Anne-
Imelda Radice, PhD. “Since these collections present unique conservation challenges we
see this forum as a call to action for the special care these treasures need in order to
endure for future generations.”

“Preserving America’s Diverse Heritage,” will address issues facing unique collections,
such as the handling of culturally sensitive objects, caring for oral history archives, the
special needs of photographs and audio-visual materials, and the difficulties in attracting
funding. The forum will provide both information and inspiration to help participants
care for significant collections and mobilize support in their communities.

The forum is part of IMLS’s multi-year, multi-faceted national program, Connecting to
Collections: A Call to Action. It will be the first of a series of four national forums, to be
held in 2008 and 2009, called the National Tour. The meetings are designed to raise
awareness among leaders of small and mid-sized museums and libraries about the
importance of collections care and to give them practical information, tools, and
resources to inspire action nationwide.

The forum is open to museum, library and archives professionals. Information is
available at: http://www.imls.gov/collections/tour.




About the Institute of Museum and Library Services

The Institute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal support for
the nation’s 122,000 libraries and 17,500 museums. The Institute's mission is to create
strong libraries and museums that connect people to information and ideas. The Institute
works at the national level and in coordination with state and local organizations to
sustain heritage, culture, and knowledge; enhance learning and innovation; and support
professional development. To learn more about the Institute, please visit www.imls.gov.

About Heritage Preservation

Heritage Preservation is the national organization dedicated to preserving our nation’s
heritage. Its members include libraries, museums, archives, historic preservation
organizations, historical societies, conservation organizations and other professional
groups concerned with saving the past for the future. For more information, please visit
www.heritagepreservation.org.

About Prairie View A&M University

Ranked the only Texas school on Black Enterprise magazine’s 2006 list of “Top 50
Colleges and Universities for African-Americans,” Prairie View A&M University was
founded in 1876 and is the second-oldest public institution of higher education in Texas.
With an established reputation for producing engineers, nurses and educators, PVAMU
offers baccalaureate degrees in 50 academic majors, 37 master’s degrees and four
doctoral degree programs through nine colleges and schools. A member of the Texas
A&M University System, the university is dedicated to fulfilling its land-grant mission of
achieving excellence in teaching, research and service. During the university’s 131-year
history, nearly 48,000 academic degrees have been awarded. For more information
regarding PVAMU, visit www.pvamu.edu.

About the John B. Coleman Library

Currently holds more than 350,000 print volumes, including more than 800 periodical
titles, and provides access to several thousand electronic full-text scholarly online
journals. Fully automated with terminals available for public use, and maintains a fully
integrated library technology system to support all library operations. Responsible for
providing Distance Library Services for the PVAMU Nursing Program located in the
Houston Medical Center, and for Graduate Programs offered at the university’s Off-
campus centers in Spring Texas, and Dallas. The Library is a member of the TexShare
(statewide database-sharing program), HARLIC (Houston Area Research Libraries
Consortium), TLA (Texas Library Association), ALA (American Library Association,
the BCALA (Black Caucus of the ALA), and the HBCU Library Alliance. For more
information, please see www.tamu.edu/pvamulibrary
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