DEPARTMENT OF PHYSICS RETREAT 2006

“Charting a New Course for the New Millennium:

Enhancing Rigor, Relevance and Relationships”

Thursday, December 7, 2006, 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM

PVAMU Northwest Campus, Stuebner Airline (map on reverse)

Agenda - ACTUAL

	9:15 AM – 9:50 AM
	State of the Department – A. Anil Kumar



	9:50 AM – 10:20 AM


	Open discussion on the presentation and issues relevant to the department



	10:20 AM – 10:30 AM
	Break



	10:30 AM – 11:55 AM

	Ongoing Research

Innocent Aluka, Orion Ciftja, Brian Cudnik, Gary Erickson (discuss briefly your research, its scope, its impact on the department and the university, student involvement, and plans to enhance the effort for more funding, collaborations on and off campus)



	11:55 AM – 1:00 PM

	Lunch

Remaining presentations from Saganti and Storr

Special Events – Awards to selected faculty and staff



	1:10 PM – 2:30 PM

Breakout Sessions 

(Parallel Sessions)


	Curriculum and Assessment – Storr (Lead), Erickson, Kumar, Saganti

(details of curriculum, uniformity in breadth and depth of coverage, common syllabi, common examinations, feedback from "customers", textbooks, assessment of course outcomes, how do we know we are doing a good job of educating our students - quantitative information NOT anecdotal)

Faculty Peer Evaluation Instrument – Wang (Lead), Aluka, Bentley, Kumar (peer evaluation of faculty performance)

Recruitment and Retention – Ciftja (Lead), Cudnik, Kumar

(explicit plans on school outreach, what is working and what isn't, viable and productive directions for recruitment, materials for recruitment, funds for scholarships, stipends and other types of student support)



	2:30 PM – 2:45 PM
	Action Items for Spring 2007 – Priority List



	2:45 PM - 3:00 PM
	Wrap-Up – A. Anil Kumar



	3:00 PM


	Adjourned




































