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THURGOOD MARSHALL COLLEGE FUND LAUNCHES NEW                         CENTER FOR INNOVATIVE HBCU REFORM PARTNERSHIPS WEBSITE 
New York, NY – February 8, 2008 ( Thurgood Marshall College Fund (TMCF) today announced the website launch for The Center for Innovative HBCU School Reform Partnerships www.tmcfschoolreform.com.  In addition to user-friendly navigation, the site offers comprehensive information about the School Reform program, more specifically, the High School Redesign Program, Leadership for Educational Reform Conferences, along with Research and Evaluation.
For more than 20 years, the Thurgood Marshall College Fund has provided scholarships and capacity building programs to public Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs).  As part of the Fund’s mission of preparing a new generation of leaders, School Reform aims to continue the Fund’s tradition of supporting excellence in higher education by working with select TMCF member schools and local public high school districts. 
“Closing the achievement gap continues to be a priority for the Thurgood Marshall Fund. For decades, HBCUs have been the largest producer of African-American public school educators in this country, training and preparing more than 58% of those who teach in public schools,” Dwayne Ashley, President & CEO, Thurgood Marshall College Fund.  “Thus, the formula is simple...we have to be leaders in working with the nation to turn our schools around so that we can help ensure that our children have an equal chance to go to college and to become productive contributors to society.” 

The program, supported by a grant from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, aims to create or redesign several small high schools. Our sites, located primarily in the south in economically distressed areas, were selected through a competitive process. These newly created and redesigned schools, located in Maryland, Texas, Louisiana, and North Carolina are expected to service more than 2,500 students.  
TMCF invites university personnel, high school teachers, and parents, as well as organizations interested in learning about The Center for Innovative HBCU School Reform Partnerships, to visit www.tmcfschoolreform.com.  
###
About the Thurgood Marshall College Fund:

The Thurgood Marshall College Fund, Inc., named for the late U.S. Supreme Court Associate Justice, was established in 1987 and represents 47 public Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) located in 22 states with a population of well over 232,000 students. Over the last 20 years, Thurgood Marshall College Fund has awarded more than $68 million in scholarships, programmatic, and capacity support, enabling over 6,000 students to attend public Historically Black Colleges and Universities.  Thurgood Marshall College Fund also provides internship programs and joins corporate and foundation partners in providing leadership training and support to students preparing for undergraduate and professional schools. Thurgood Marshall College Fund is a 501(c) 3, tax-exempt organization. Please visit the Thurgood Marshall College Fund at www.thurgoodmarshallfund.org.  
