Audio Analysis of Modern Literature

Overview:  Recently, the department at Royal High School has worked to incorporate an audio analysis of historically important speeches.  Students are learning to analysis the impact of text structure and employment of literary devices in order to evaluate the overall effectiveness a person’s speech.

Objectives: 

Students will evaluate the wording of a speech using an audio recording of the speech. Students will then build upon their audio analysis of the speech by using a printed version of the text of the same speech.  Students will then involve themselves in a discussion of the various speeches that have been analyzed in the class, comparing the various literary devices and modes of argumentation employed by the given speaker.  These aspects of the speeches will be considered within the given context of the speech, noting the intended purpose and audience.  

Execution: 

Secure the audio recordings and printed text of various famous speeches.  Using a class set of personal CD players, divide the class into groups depending on class size, so that at least two different speeches are being heard and analyzed.  Provide instruction to the students on text analysis and ensure students have previously received instruction on identifying literary devices and modes of argumentation (i.e. repetition, commonalities, generalizations, logical fallacies, …). Allow the students to listen to the speeches analyzing the effectiveness of the wording of the speech.  Give students the printed version of the text as they listen so that students can further analyze the effectiveness of the wording and structure of the text.  After discussing the speech amongst them, the group members will discuss the aspects of their speech with the other groups in the class. The class will then hold a discussion to evaluate which modes of communication were most effective given the intended audience and purpose of the speeches. 

Assessment: 

Observation of the students participation and discussion will allow the teacher to recognize if the students have obtained the skills of analyzing text structure for effectiveness in terms of relaying a specific message.  A formal assessment can then be given in which students individually listen to a speech with the printed text and write an evaluative essay analyzing the text structure and using the skills they have discussed in their own writing to effectively relay their evaluation of the given speech.  This can lead to the student being asked to analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of his/her own writing and revise and edit to increase effectiveness. 

