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Executive Summary  
 

 

Capitol High School converted from a dual gender school in 2004 to 2 single sex academies in 

the 2005-06 academic year: the Girls Academy and the Boys Academy. Data from the Louisiana 

Graduate Exit Exam (GEE) will be used to assess progress at the Academies. The 2003-2004 

aggregated scaled test scores, representing the percentage of students approaching basic or 

above, is used as a baseline comparison to the scores of the 2005-06, 2006-2007 and 2007-2008 

academic years to determine if  significant progress is noted.  

 

In 2006-07, analysis of boxplots, scatter plots, and a comparison of means of the percentages 

revealed that: 

 Both girls and boys showed an increase in percentage approaching basic or above for 

English. 

 Girls showed an increase percentage approaching basic or above for Mathematics, while 

boys showed a decrease in this subject. Without the disaggregated data by gender from 

the baseline year it was impossible to tell where boys actually ranked in that year. 

 In Science and Social Studies boys showed in increase over the baseline year while boys 

showed increase only in the 2
nd

 year of the academy. 

 

The 2007-08 analysis of boxplots, scatter plots and a comparison of means show: 

 Both academies showed a decrease in approaching basic or above in English and 

Mathematics; the lowest percentage in the existence of the academies. 

 Both academies had lower percentage approaching basic or above in Science from 2006-

07, but higher percentages than in 2005-06. 

 Boys had a lower percentage of students approaching basic or above in Social Studies 

from 2006-07 whereas girls had a higher percentage. This was the only group that 

showed an increase over the three years. 

 In terms of passing both parts of their GEE exam: 

o The largest number of students passing both parts was 11
th
 grade: 63.6% Girls 

Academy; 58.5% Boys Academy 

o The least number of students passing both parts was the 8/9
th
 (3 students in the 

Girls Academy have their grade level reported on the GEE data supplied as 8
th
 

grade) and the 10
th
 grade 

o The overall total passing in the Girls Academy was 40.5% and in the Boys 

Academy was 41.3% 

 Over the three years, the 3-year aggregated means reveal: 

o Girls Academy show increases over the baseline in English (13.3%), Mathematics 

(5.6%) and Social Studies (4.5%) 

o Boys Academy show increases over the baseline in Science (13.1%) and Social 

Studies (6.2%) 
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Students in the Dual and Concurrent Enrollment program, 9
th
 grade, 10

th
/11

th
grade, 12

th
 grade 

and instructors were asked to complete surveys at the end of the 2007-08 academic year. 

Highlights of aggregated data reveal the following: 

 

Student Demographics 

 227 students completed the surveys 

o 63.9% from the Girls Academy;  36.1%  from the Boys Academy  

 

Dual and Concurrent Enrollment 

 18 students from the Girlôs Academy completed the survey 

 Of the courses taken, all (100%) of the students took Mathematics 135 and 140; 22.2 % 

took Physics 141 and 142 

 Both Mathematics courses had equal ratings of Hard and Average (35.3% for 

Mathematics 135 and 47.1% for Mathematics 140) and both Physics courses were rated 

Average (100% each Physics 141 and Physics 142) 

 55.6 % rated their overall experience in their courses as a good experience; 38.9% as a 

very good experience 

 88.9 % felt they were treated like college students 

 72.2% indicated they felt like college students 

 94.4% planned to attend college before enrolling in their courses 

 94.4% still plan to attend college 

 41.2% are willing to participate in a discussion group about their experience 

 The average GPA in the dual enrollment courses was 2.65 Fall semester and 2.82 Spring 

semester while the University average was 2.05 Fall semester and 2.08 Spring semester. 

The GPA of the dual enrollment students outpaced the University GPA in all courses 

except for Physics 142. 

 

9
th

 Grade Student Survey (Only 9 students from the 9
th
 grade Boys Academy completed 

surveys. Results may not be a true representative of the entire 9
th
 graders in the Boys 

Academy) 

 Fifty five (55) students completed the survey: 16.4% Boys Academy; 83.6% Girls 

Academy 

 36.4% indicated their days  in the academy was what they expected (66.7% Boys; 30.4% 

Girls 

 54.5% indicated their perception about the academy had changed since classes started 

(33.3% Boys; 58.7% Girls)  

 69.1% indicated their perception was better (100% Boys; 63.0% Girls) 

 76.4% indicated the upperclassmen welcomed them to the school (77.8% Boys, 76.1% 

Girls) 

 52.7% said the orientation answered their questions about what to expect while attending 

Capital (33.3% Boys; 56.5% Girls) 

 For the ratings of the administration and teachers on their professionalism in dealing with 

questions, comments and concerns: 

o Principal ï 47.3% Somewhat Professional (33.3% Boys; 50.0% Girls) 
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o Assistant Principal ï 50.9% Somewhat Professional (22.2% Boys; 56.5% Girls) 

o Guidance Counselor ï 47.3% Professional (44.4% Boys; 47.8% Girls) 

o Dean of Students ï 37.0% Professional (44.4% Boys; 35.6% Girls) 

o Teachers ï 44.4% Professional (44.4% Boys; 44.4% Girls) 

 49.0% indicated that Mathematics was the most difficult course (37.5% Boys; 51.2% 

Girls) 

 42.6% indicated that English was the easiest course (37.5% Boys; 43.6% Girls) 

 Mathematics (56.5% total; 88.9% Boys; 50.0% Girls) and English (52.7% total; 11.1% 

Boys; 60.9% Girls) are viewed as the classes that use that use technology most to 

enhance instruction 

 English (38.6% total; 33.3% Boys; 78.3% Girls) and Mathematics (26.7% total; 44.4% 

Boys; 50.0% Girls) are viewed as the classes that most use a variety of teaching 

techniques to make the subject matter more interesting and meaningful 

 

10
th

 and 11
th

 Grade Survey  

 122 students completed the survey: 57.4% Girls Academy; 42.6% Boys Academy 

 53.3% were 10
th
 graders while 46.7% were 11

th
 graders  

o Boys (52 students) ï 51.9% 10
th
 grade; 48.1% 11

th
 grade 

o Girls (70 students) ï 54.3% 10
th
 grade; 45.7% 11

th
 grade 

o 10
th
 grade (65 students) ï 41.5% Boys Academy; 58.5% Girls Academy 

o 11
th
 grade (57students) ï 43.9% Boys Academy; 56.1% Girls Academy 

 55.7% indicated that had a negative attitude about attending a same sex school prior to 

attending Capitol Academy 

o Boys - 48.1%; Girls - 61.4% 

o 10
th
 grade ï 58.5%; 11

th
 grade ï 52.8% 

 46.7% indicated that their attitude now is that they somewhat enjoy being with only one 

gender  

o Boys - 42.3%; Girls - 50%  

o 10
th
 grade - 50.8%; 11

th
 grade ï 42.1% 

 42.7% indicated they learned about what they expected; 35.9% learned more than they 

expected 

o about what they expected: Boys - 40.8%; Girls - 44.1%  

o 10
th
 grade ï 44.4%; 11

th
 grade ï 40.7% 

 63.1% say the year provided greater challenge 

o Boys - 78.8%; Girls - 51.4%  

o 10
th
 grade ï 66.2%; 11

th
 grade ï 59.6% 

  For the ratings of the administration and teachers on their professionalism in dealing 

with questions, comments and concerns: 

o Principal ï  27.0% each Somewhat Professional and Professional 

Á  Boys ï 15.4% Somewhat Professional; 38.5% Professional 

Á Girls ï 35.7% Somewhat Professional; 18.6% Professional 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 26.2% Somewhat Professional; 23.1% Professional 

Á 11
th
 grade ï 28.1% Somewhat Professional; 31.6% Professional 

o Assistant Principal ï 31.1% Professional 

Á Boys ï 44.0%; Girls 21.7% 
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Á 10
th
 grade ï 33.3%; 11

th
 grade 28.6% 

o Guidance Counselor ï 29.4% each Somewhat Professional and Professional 

Á Boys ï 36.0% Somewhat Professional; 32.0% Professional 

Á Girls ï 24.6% Somewhat Professional; 27.5% Professional 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 27.0% Somewhat Professional; 25.4% Professional 

Á 11
th
 grade ï 32.1% Somewhat Professional; 33.9% Professional 

o Dean of Students ï 41.3% Very Professional 

Á Boys - 78.4% ; Girls 14.3% 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 43.8%; 11

th
 grade ï 38.6% 

o Teachers ï 34.2% Professional 

Á Boys - 39.2%; Girls ï 14.5% 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 31.7%; 11

th
 grade ï 36.6% 

o 10
th
 and 11

th
 grade girls gave a Not Professional rating to all 5 administrators with 

the highest being 11
th
 grade girls for the Assistant Principal (43.8%) and Principal 

(40.6%) 

o Boys only gave Not Professional rating to the Guidance Counselor (10
th
 and 11

th
 

grades) and Teachers (10
th
 grade) 

 44.1% indicated that Mathematics was the most difficult course 

o Boys - 59.2%; Girls - 32.3% 

o 10
th
 grade ï 49.2%; 11

th
 grade 38.5% 

 36.4% indicated that English was the easiest course 

o Boys ï 50.0%; Girls ï 26.6% 

o 10
th
 grade - 23.6% ; 11

th
 grade 49.1% 

 Science (63.1%) and Social Studies (36.9%) are viewed as the classes that use that use 

technology most to enhance instruction 

o Science: Boys ï 73.1%; Girls - 55.7% 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 69.2%; 11

th
 Grade ï 56.1%   

o Social Studies: Boys ï 36.5%; Girls ï 37.1% 

Á 10
th
 grade - 38.5%; 11

th
 Grade - 35.1% 

 Science (48.4%) and English (48.4%) are viewed as the classes that most use a variety of 

teaching techniques to make the subject matter more interesting and meaningful 

o Science: Boys ï 53.8%; Girls -  44.3% 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 63.1%; 11

th
 grade ï 31.6% 

o English: Boys ï 40.4%; Girls 54.3% 

Á 10
th
 grade ï 33.8%; 11

th
 grade ï 64.9% 

 

12
th

 Grade Survey 

 Fifty (50) students completed the survey: 42.0% from the Boys Academy, 58.0% from 

the Girls Academy 

 49.0% indicated they learned more in a coed setting 

 49.0% indicated they learned no different in a single sex setting 

 91.1% preferred the coeducational setting over the single sex setting 

 50.0% indicated that teachers more  in  coed settings 

 46.0% indicated teachers teach no differently in single sex setting 

 48.0% indicated teachers use technology more in coed setting 
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 44.0% indicated no difference in teacher use of technology in single sex setting 

 48.0% indicated there is no difference in their learning from a male teacher 

 46.0% indicated there is no difference in their learning from a female teacher 

 For the ratings of the administration and teachers on their professionalism in dealing with 

questions, comments and concerns: 

o Principal: 35.4% either Not Professional or Very Professional 

Á  Boys Academy scoring Very Professional at 80.0% 

Á Girls Academy scoring Not Professional at 60.7%.  

Á No Boys Academy students selected Not Professional  

o Assistant Principal: 40.8% Not Professional  

Á This was overwhelmingly from the Girls Academy (69.0%).  

Á No Boys Academy students selected Not Professional  

o Guidance Counselor: 42.9% Very Professional 

o Dean of Students: 40.8% Very Professional 

o Teachers: 55.1% Very Professional 

 

Rating of the Administration  

 t-test analysis show that there was significant difference in the ratings of administration 

professionalism between the academies and between the grades, except for the 9
th
 grade 

o Principal ï 12
th
 grade 

o Dean of Students ï 10
th
, 11

th
, and 12

th
 grades 

o Guidance Counselor ï 12
th
 grade 

 Boys Academy had a more positive rating of professionalism than the Girls Academy in 

all area where significant difference exists. 

 

Teacher 

 46 instructors completed the survey: 37.0% male, 63.0% female 

 In Girls Academy: 

o 19.6% taught 9
th
 grade 

o 17.4% taught 10
th
 grade 

o 17.4% taught 11
th
 grade 

o 21.7% taught 12
th
 grade 

 In Boys Academy: 

o 41.3% taught 9
th
 grade 

o 41.3% taught 10
th
 grade 

o 39.1% taught 11
th
 grade 

o 37.0% taught 12
th
 grade 

 In each Academy 

o 16.3% taught 9
th
 grade in Girls Academy; 39.5% in Boys Academy; 4.7% in both 

o 16.3% taught 10
th
 grade in Girls Academy; 41.9% in Boys Academy; 2.3% in 

both 

o 11.6% taught 11
th
 grade in Girls Academy; 37.2% in Boys Academy; 4.7% in 

both 

o 16.3% taught 12
th
 grade in Girls Academy; 32.6% in Boys Academy; 7.0% in 

both 
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o 3 (6.5%) did not respond  

 54.3% indicated they had experience in only teaching in the single sex setting at Capitol 

 85.0% of those who have taught in both settings indicated the school culture was 

changing 

 91.3% indicated they enjoy teaching in the single sex setting 

 

 

Results of each of the surveys and the GEE Report card data follow. All student data is presented 

as aggregated data and separated by academy. Additionally data for the 10
th
/11

th
 graders is 

presented by grade. Charts of each table are presented alongside each set of results. Additionally 

comments are included with results. 
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GEE Data Comparison  
 

The GEE aggregated scaled scores representing the percentage of students approaching basic or 

above from 2005-06 to 2007-08 years are compared to the baseline year (2004-05 ï the last year 

of Capitol High) for each Academy to determine  if there is significant improvement in scores 

between the academies. Boxplots and scatterplots of the data reveal: 

 

GEE Percent Approaching Basic or Above 

 
English Math Science 

Social 
Studies 

Capitol-04-05 61.2  58.5  53.1  59.4  

Boys 05-06 67.9  54.4  61.7  60.0  

Boys 06-07 63.2 52.6 71.0 71.0 

Boys 07-08 47.7 46.8 65.9 65.9 

Girls 05-06 85.5 77.8 38.5 52.3 

Girls 06-07 76.7 69.7 60.5 68.2 

Girls 07-08 61.3 44.7 55.8 71.2 

 

Boxplots 
Key 

School = 1 - Capitol High   Note: Arrows represent 2007-2008 year 

= 2 - Boys Academy   

= 3 - Girls Academy 

        

  

 

English  

2006-07   

 

 

 

   

 

 

  2007-08   
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Scatterplots:  
x-axis Key 1=English 

  2=Mathematics 

  3=Science 

  4=Social Studies 
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Bar Charts based on Scatterplots: 
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