




Service-Learning Opportunities allow PVAMU students to learn the value of 
partnership and civic engagement through community service opportunities. The goal is not just 
to engage students in community service but to have the students ask and examine larger social 
questions. In addition to class projects, the University promotes service-learning through the 
Panthers-At-Work (PAW) Community-Wide Clean-Up Project. The event is hosted annually and 
engages University students, faculty and local citizens in community service projects throughout 
Waller County.
 
VITA Program Since 2003, College of Business students and faculty volunteers have joined with 
the Internal Revenue Service to increase earned income tax credit (EITC) awareness. The Volunteer 
Income Tax Assistance (VITA) program provides free income tax preparation for low-income 
individuals and families, students, senior citizens and non-English speaking people.  In 2008, 
volunteers prepared and filed 171 tax returns at no cost to clients.  

FBI Day on The Hill  Marketing students in marketing communications course MRKT 4393 created 
a working marketing agency to develop and execute their own marketing campaign to address the 
Bureau’s recruitment needs. Students received a budget of $2,500 to put their plans in place and 
presented their findings to an FBI agent and to a partner with consulting and marketing firm EdVenture. 
The goal of the campaign was to increase awareness and consideration of the FBI as a profession 
(shown below middle).

Access  Armed with a mountain of supplies, books and sincere passion, a team of faculty, staff and 
more than 120 students from Prairie View A&M University traveled to New Orleans to aid a group 
of devoted New Orleans teachers of the Lusher Charter School renovate the historic Fortier High 
School.  Over four days in July 2006, the team also provided much needed attention to the remaining 
citizens with mental and developmental disabilities through collaboration with the ARC of Greater 
New Orleans.  The University’s ACCESS Program was the architect of these two community service-
learning projects.  Prairie A&M University’s ACCESS Program stands for Academy for Collegiate 
Excellence and Student Success. 

Community Development Program The PVAMU Community Development Graduate Program 
coordinated community service and service-learning activities at the Wyatt Chapel Slave Cemetery 
in April 2007. More than 60 students representing Waller High School’s National Honor Society joined 
graduate students of PVAMU’s Community Development Program to extend clean-up efforts of the 
historic slave cemetery located behind the University’s main campus. Researchers and students 
from Rice University also joined PVAMU graduate students in excavating the burial ground, which the 
program hopes to fully document and study for historical and academic purposes.H
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	 During my time at PVAMU 
I have learned a lot of things - 
from time management to team 
work. During the PAW community 
service project, I was able to bring 
all of that together and understand 
the importance of caring for your 
community. I will try and give the 
students in my classroom the 
same experience.” 

Whitney Hawkins, 
Senior early childhood 

education major
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Prairie View A&M University Humanitarian Awards, first initiated 
during the 2004-2005 academic year, are awarded annually during the University’s spring 

commencement exercises. The award recognizes a Prairie View A&M University student and a 
community member whose life and humanitarian service clearly exemplify a true spirit of love and 

helpfulness to others. As a state institution dedicated to service to the community, PVAMU uses 
the Humanitarian Award as a way to inspire students, alumni, faculty, staff and members of the 
community to live a productive life dedicated to responding to the unmet needs of others.H

Humanitarian Award Recipients 
Students	

2004-2005 Lorie Michelle Freeman	 2004-2005 Joseph Alexander Scott Jr.
2005-2006 Cory Brett Neblett	 2005-2006 Wesley D. Ratcliff
2006-2007 Erika Lauren Green	 2006-2007 Willie and Mell Pruitt
2007-2008 Carlton E. Singleton 	 2007-2008 Louise T. Becton
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